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TO THE MOST NOBLE 



THE MARQUIS OF LANSDOWNE,. 



&C. &C. &^C. 



My Lord, 

If the value of the following Work 
depended on its literary merits, I should not 
have ventured to place this performance under 
the immediate notice of your Lordship's 
discerning judgment. - . 

But my aim being to point out a simple 
and practical method (tried by myself on a 
small scale) of ameliorating the condition, and 
of increasing the comforts of the most nu- 
merous portion of the community, by which 
the general prosperity of the country must be 
greatly promoted, I have not been able to select 
any patron more conspicuous for an admirable 

a 
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combination of philanthropy with philosophy : 
more especially as your Lordship was prin- 
cipally instrumental in the formation of the 
first Savings' Bank established in this country. 
And I consider the polite and obliging 
sanction of your Lordship's name to be a 
certain passport to the attention and appro- 
bation of the public. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obliged 

and most obedient Servant, 
HENRY GREGSON. 



PREFACE. 



These pages are entered to the public with much 
diffidence, but not without much iiope. The idea 
of such a work first suggested itself to me while 
engaged in forming a Friendly Society and a Branch 
Bank for Savings; and as the advantages which 
seeAied likdy to rise presented themselves in a mcnre 
forciUe point of view as I proceeded, I at length 
determined on executing the work which is here 
offered to the public. On the good which I may 
thus be the means of effecting, is grounded the 
^ hope"* to which I have alluded ; and this overcomes 
the feelings of diffidence which accompany it ; for I 
trust the inaccuracies which may be detected in the 
performance of my task will be overlooked in the 
intention which has actuated me, and that my 
labours will be received mth that indulgence which 
is ever showii to productions that aim at being 
useful. . - . . 



Vlll PREFACE. 



It has always appeared to me^ that the best me- 
thod of bringing any plan into operation^ is to make 
it in the first instance thoroughly and distinctly 
understood. 

For this reason I have introduced nearly the 
whole of the two Acts of Parliament, on the bases 
of which all societies of this nature must by law be 
constructed ; and which are generally but little known. 
Another urgent reason for introducing these Acts 
seemed to be, the convenience of having the whole 
materials at hand, on which the work must proceed. 
A further necessary accompaniment seemed to be 
the Rules for each, at full length : thus a complete sys- 
tem is laid down without the necessity for much note 
or comment. With respect to the Rules, they are 
open in sonie measure to criticism, and, no doubt, 
to improvement, particularly those of the Friendly 
Society. Biit those which are here offered were 
sketched in conformity to the feelings of the persons to 
be affected by' them, and they are therefore more likely 
to prove of practical utility in their operation than if 
they were the result of reason or theory alone. 
That either set of Rules is the best that can be 
devised, it would be presumption to assert ; but they 
have both undergone much consideration ; and. 
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as far as they have been tried, have been found to 
answer the ends in view. 

It may appear to some that I have been too 
minute in my directions, as to the mode of manage- 
ment ; but to those who undertake the formation of 
the institutions here recommended, the way cannot 
be rendered too smooth, and free from obstacles; 
and I am willing to believe that the directions here 
set forth will greatly conduce to that object 

Upon the whole, the subject is one which it is the 
more material to bring before the public immediately^ 
a$ the fifteenth section of the Friendly Society Act 
requires that all Societies conform to its provisions 
within three years*. 

I may, perhaps, be permitted to add, that in pre- 
paring this small work I have experienced much 
pleasure, for it has afforded me an agreeable occupa- 
tion during my vacant hours", if, therefore, it should 
be found useful, I shall reap a double reward. 

« 

Lancaster^ 5th April, 1830. 



♦ Sec p. 64. 
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SUGGESTIONS, &c. 



1 HERE is no satisfaction equal to that of feeling and 
knowing that we are, either bj our advice or assist*- 
ance, promoting the happiness and welfare of our 
fellow-beings. Independently of those great and 
high considerations inculcated by that religion which 
Christians profess, and which in its active duties it 
wholly grounded on feelings of mutual good-will and 
fellowship, there is in our common intercourse with 
mankind a reciprocal interest in promoting, as far as 
we are able, the comforts and well-being of those 
around us. It is said that ^'Honesty is the best 
poUcy ;" and in like manner, there is no wisdom so 
sound as that which springs from an enli^tened 
benevolenoe-^there is no self-interest so sure as that 
which is bound up in the interests of those with 
whom we live ; ^^ self-love and social are the same." 

Various plans have been from time to time BUg. 
gested and adopted for the general improvement of 
sodeiTfr, and in many respects it has regularly, how- 
ever gradually, advanced ; but there is still much lo 
do. It has scarcely ever been found possible to bring 
great bodies of men to act cordially together, and tOL 
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pursue the same course with a view to the same end. 
The suggestions and plans here offered to public 
notice have for their object one general system for im- 
proving the condition of the great body forming the 
lower classes of the people; they are accordingly 
presented for the consideration of all classes; and, 
could they be carried into general effect, I am per- 
suaded they would produce one of the happiest, and, 
perhaps, greatest changes, that has ever been brought 
about in this kingdom. We are at peace with all 
nations — ^in fact, peace now reigns nearly through the 
whole world. 

Glory is now no longer to be gained by standing 
forward against a common enemy — ^the warrior must 
become the statesman, and the soldier must convert 
his sword into a pruning-hook. Men must now, of 
necessity, direct their energies within themselves ; 
and there is a field which requires talent, and calls for 
exertions which deserve to be graced with rewards as 
imperishable as the laurels of the most victorious hei*o. 
To speak in the phraseology of the day, the two 
powers with which I propose to work the desired 
changes are. Friendly Societies and Savings' 
Banks. Both of them Have now been tried for a series 
of years, and the former found to give way very gene- 
rally to the latter ; but this has been as separate 
establishments. Their union, I should rather say 
their co-operation, has never been attempted ; and it 
18 this which I now propose. E^h is excellent ; but 
I ^m convinced that, by uniting them together we 
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may effect a good much more than double in amount 
over that which can be made to result from either 
separately. The object to be gained by a poor man in 
becoming a member of a Friendly Society, is that of 
making a provision for sickness ; while by contri- 
buting to the Savings' Bank he creates a separate 
fund, always at his command in case of need, or stored 
up as a provision for old age. Without belonging to 
a Friendly Society, a man who has saved some of his 
earnings by means of a Savings' Bank, must, in case 
of sickness, be obliged to draw upon the latter fund ; 
and if he be in a club, where sickness only is provided 
for, he has not any provision when he is occasionally 
thrown out of work, or when from age he becomes' 
incapable of labour. Then, it may be asked, why 
not establish a Society to provide for all contingen- 
cies ? The answer to this is, that temporary want of 
employment is not, nor can it by such means be pro- 
vided for ; and that as to providing for old age by 
means of a Society, it has already in numerous 
instances been attempted, and has almost universally 
failed, because either the funds of the Society have 
been all expended before the subscribers became 
entitled (for after a Society providing for the relief of 
old age has been established for a few years, it is not 
in the nature of things that young men will join it as a 
permanent resource, and without a regular succession 
of persons the funds must necessarily become deficient) ; 
but, as has too often been the case, young men have 
joined the Society, and have then, by their majority 
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in numbers, broken it up, remodeled it, and sent off 
the old members with their share of the funds, thereby 
depriving them of the benefit at the very time they 
most needed it. But by providing for sickness only, 
the young as well as the old are induced to contribute ; 
for though old age is more liable to infirmities than 
youth, yet the young know they are very far from 
being exempt. 

Another reason why Friendly Societies have 
hitherto failed is, because they have not been formed 
on correct calculations ; their tables of payments and 
allowances bearing no correct proportion. But a 
still stronger reason is, that the object for which they 
have been established has in a great measure been 
secondary, the principal aim of the generality of 
members being to raise a fund which might occasion- 
ally, or in part, be expended in eating and intemper* 
; ance. In too many instances Societies have been got 

I up by publicans, for the mere purpose of making their 

/ houses the places of meeting. 

) Both these defects are now remedied ; in the one 

case by the magistrates rejecting all rules which do 
not contain correct tables, and in the other, by it 
being made an invariable rule, that no part of the 
fimds of the Society be expended in feasting, but that 
the whole be applied solely for the purposes declared 
in the rules of the Society. 

The advantages of being a member of such a 
Society will appear more evident, when it is stated 
that the subscription of the small sum of three pence 
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per wodKi <ntitl«8 the subscriber^ in case of sickness^ to 
skXk allowance of 6^. 6d. per week. 

With regard to Savings' Banks^ tbe great advan- 
tage they offer is, that every man knows what he 
puts by is his own, and that it is secure. Notwith*- 
standing their establishment in many of the prindpal 
tawns^ the advantages arising from these admiraUe 
institutions have not been so generally known, and 
conse()uently the institutions themselves have not 
been so useful, ad they might be made. One induce- 
ment to save is, that it can be done without inconvi^^ 
nience to the contributor ; but where the Bank ia at 
three or fojur miles distance, or more, a poor man 
cannot attend to store up hii weekly shilling. I 
therefore strongly recommend to the consideration of 
the reader, that part of the fcdlowing rules which pro^ 
vides for the establishment of branch Banks, or rather 
the appointment of District Receivers in places adja*- 
cent to axentral Bank. The manner of keeping the 
books here pointed out is so simple, and at the same 
time it demands so little trouble, that I can scarcely 
anticipate a difficulty in finding persons willing to 
undertake the office. The clergyman of the parish, 
assisted by one or two individuals, might thus do 
much good*. 

If, theui those who, by riches^ or station, or b6th^ 
^claiai and exercise an influence over the lower classes 

* I have been informed that there is but one central Bank at 
Exeter, for the whole county of Devon: and that numerous branch 
Banks are established, as here suggested. 
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of society, would voluntarily come forward and assist 
in promoting the establishment, in every considera- 
ble parish and township in England, of a Friendly 
Society and a Bank for- Savings, to act in co- 
operation, as here " recommended — if they would 
subscribe a small sum. at the commencement, or 
contribute, from time to time, to tlie funds of the 
one, or afford the means of increasing the individual 
stock of the other, by occasional pecuniary assistance 
to a deserving man — if they would, in their respective 
districts, induce all fit persons to become members 
and contributors, by pointing out and holding up to 
view the advantages to be gained — if they would 
give their countenance and personal encouragement, 
in every possible way, to those who evinced most 
willingness to follow their suggestions — if, in fine, 
they would look upon their fellow men as one great 
family, each formed for the other's good, and cordially 
and. heartily promote one general interest, society 
would assuredly advance an important step in the 
path towards . happiness, human existence would 
rise in the great scale of being, and gradually the 
bulk of mankind, feeling themselves in comparative 
ease and comfort, would have time and inclination to 
acquire a new moral character. The lowly would 
look up with respect and gratitude to the high — 
they would even venerate those who thus cared for 
them ; and every man would then begin to contem- 
plate the great end of his being, and, feeling himself 
happy in his proper station in the great scale of 
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existence, would put away every pernicious desire 
of throwing himself into any other for which he per- 
ceived himself unfit — ^he would in fact be content, 
and, in that contentment, would pursue a steady and 
laudable course in his vocation. 

It has been remarked, that, *' in general, the surest 
" way to control the progress of vice is to retrench 
" the wants occasioned by evil habits*." Would 
not this great end be gained by the means here 
proposed? 

It is our boast, in this favoured nation, that the law 
secures to every individual the property he. has 
acquired. ** Nothing can be so justly acquired as 
the fruit of labour, industry, and knowledge; 
With the liberty of acquiring the right of pos- 
sessing is naturally connected, and property as 
well as liberty is a civil right not to be violated; 
** It is without doubt an evil that the opulent should 
have it in their power to throw the whole load of 
their own existence and that of their train upon 
the community ; but it would be a more crying 
evil were the principles of emulation suppressed, 
and industry divested of a secure title to its pos- 
sessionsf ." Coinciding with these sentiments to 
the fullest extent, I would nevertheless inquire, where 
are the savings of that innumerable class of persons 
who are employed by our large manufacturers and 
tradesmen during the period in which those fortunes 

* MarmonteL f Ibid» 
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were made» which many of imch tradesmen and 
manu&cturers have accumulated? Would it not 
Imrt been possible, while large fortunes were amass^ 
ing by the masters*, to have induced those on whose 
active exertions those great fortunes were built, to 
have saved some of their oWn earnings ? Might not 
tbej have saved in proportion to their wages ? And 
did not their wages bear such a proportion as to have 
enabled them to do so without any deprivation of 
their daily comforts? It is impossible to believe 
Uuit there is not a want of amendment in a system 
which will not allow these questions to be satisfac- 
torily answered* It may be true that there is much 
difficulty in inducing labouring men to save part of 
their earnings ; but I am persuaded that one great 
obstacle to this has been the want of some safe plan 
adapted to the ideas of the persons to be affected 
by it 
This, then, is my great inducement for offering 

* One, of our first manufacturers informed me, since the above 
Observations were written, that he has several establishments, and 
hi aB of them has attempted to form Banks for Savings (himself 
being the depository), but could not succeed in effecting it. The 
reason giv«n by the men was^ that if he knew they could afford 
to Mve, he would reduce their waged« But there ap))ears another 
reason which would operate in some instances, and that is, the 
objection to the master being the depository : he might chance 
to fail, and. in that case all the savings would be swept away. 
These dppear to me strong arguments for the adoption of legally 
constituted Savings' Banks, thereby removing tlie only difficulties 
which seem to arise. 
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the one here proposed ; and I put forth this plan no 
less from a sense of duty to those who wiU, as I con* 
ceire, be immediately benefited by it^ than from 
considerations touching (collaterally) the interest and 
well-being of aU other classes of the community; 
for no 6ne class can receive important general 
benefit without, in a proportionate degree, benefiting 
all other dlasses. If a few meritorious men in a 
large establishment could be induced to set the ex- 
ample, and once to reap and feel the benefits of 
adojpting these plans, it would instantly and rapidly 
be followed. * 

There are instances of fortunes to an enormous 
amount having been accumulated by the iskill of an 
individual, who has availed himself of the active 
exertions of, and at the same time given employ- 
ment to, a vast number of other individuals* Sup^ 
pose that he who amassed such a sum bad, in the 
course of his life, spared a very small proportion, for 
the purpose of rewarding, from time to Ume, the 
most deserving of his men ; suppose, too, that he had 
done this on the express condition that the receiver 
of his bounty began from that moment to save, and 
to make the sum so bestowed the nucleus for fiiture 
accumulations — ^how many persons might by such a 
mian have been made comfortable for life ! Not only 
so, but holding this out as a reward would operate 
as an additional stimulus to all the other men, who 
would therefore endeavour to deserve it. They 
would also imitate the saving system which it in- 
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eluded, and would all store up something.; one 
general system of saving would thus insensibly creep 
in amongst the whole; and it is fair to infer that* 
there would, in a very short time, scarcely be found 
one disorderly or dissolute man amongst the whole set. 
It has been asserted, that masters have encouraged, 
or perhaps it should be said not checked, habits of 
spending in their men, considering that the nearer 
they approach independence the less they will be 
under control. I can scarcely permit myself to be- 
lieve that principle can have been acted on ; at any 
rate^I am satisfied it rests on a wrong estimate of 
human nature. Man is not like those animals which 
turn upon their deliverer. So long as a man feels 
comfortable, he will not complain — it is only un- 
easiness which makes him look round and view with 
envy the condition of others ; and there is a feeling 
implanted in every breast, which makes us attach 
ourselves to those from whom we have derived bene- 
fits. If encouraged, this feeling increases into regard 
and even veneration ; the servant and the master 
have then but one common end — the mutual ad- 
vancement of the views and interests of each other. 

In domestic life the preceding remarks apply in a 
powerful degree; for the master and servant the 
more easily discover how entirely dependent they are 
upon each other for their mutual comforts*. 

* " I will add (says Paley, in reference to this subject) that a 
'* continuation of this connection is frequently the foundation of 
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We are, in fact, all dependent on each other, 
whether bearing any particular relation to one 
another or not. Society is one great chain, of which, 
if you destroy but one link you break the whole 
connection, leaving the severed parts of less use in 
themselves and of no advantage to each other. 

There are two numerous classes, namely, the 
husbandman and the labourer, deserving much re- 
gard and sympathy. In the one, the relation of 
landlord and tenant arises ; in the other, still that 
of master and servant, but for the most part without 
any long continuance of connection between the same 
parties, or rather, a more divided servitude. Iff the 
former class of men could be induced to adopt the 
strictest economy, there is not a doubt but from their 
earnings they might be made comparatively inde- 
pendent. And this will most frequently occur with 
landlords who feel an interest in the prosperity of 
their tenantry, and who look with satisfaction on that 
prosperity — and occasionally assist, advise, and re- 
commend. " Live and let live," is a honiely proverb, 

'^ so much mutual kindness and attachment, that very few 
<< fnendships are more cordial or more sincere; that it leaves 
*^ oftentimes nothing in servitude except the home ; nor any 
*^ distinction but what one party is as much pleased with, and 
'* sometimes also as proud of, as the other." It was with the 
same feeling that Nelson said, ''The disgust of seamen to the 
V navy was all owing to the infernal plan of turning them over 
*^ from ship to ship ; so that men could not be attached to the 
" officers, nor the officers care the least about the men." 
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but it is one, the wisdom of which (to say nothing of 
its humanity) does, and will become every day more 
and more apparent. The landlord would very 
soon find this to be his interest — ^his estates would 
tfni»x>ve, and a race of peasantry would spring up, 
industrious^ frugal, and honest. Those who have 
QOfc a little money beforehand can never succeed in 
competition with those who have. The latter are 
enabled to lug in their little stores with advanta^, 
the former, by not paying for all things in ready 
mon^, in some articles pay double ; in all, a con* 
jsiderable portion more than they ought would be 
chail^ for money*. 

* On the other hand, when a tenant enters into a lease, he 
knpws it is attended with some uncertainty and risk, and is 
regulated accordingly. He may have a few prosperous years, 
and make considerable profit beyond his rent when all goen well, 
but when the first uAfarourable season comes, instead of drawing 
from those profits which he has or ought to have accumulated, 
It is toogenerfdUto apply to the landlord, who received no ad- 
ditional rent in good year^, to make a reduction, or to cancel the 
lease. Every tenant ought to make the utmost exertion to pay 
his rent punctually to the day. It appears to me to be equally 
against the interest of the tenant and landlord to allow rent to 
fiiU into arrear. If a farmer permit himself to be in arrear, 
he feeli clogged, and soon becomes disheartened. It is beUer 
fiur both parties to make a punctual settlement, and to agree, not 
Id an extenMon of time, bat, if there be good reason, to an im- 
nediatereasoBablt abatonient* Some fiarmers hold baek their pro- 
duce on sptciidation, which is a haswdoiis course, and in die mean 
time always leave the rent unsettled, whidi is a source of diaap- 
pointmeht to the landlord and of comtant anxiety to the tenam. 
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With r^rd to the labourer, let all of us recollect 
that he " is worthy of his hire/' Let not, thereforet 
the fair reward of painful industry be doled but with 
a stinted and reluctant hand*. 

Could all this be eiSected, those having influence 
would soon find the other jMurt of these su^estions 
comparatively easy--*they have only to come forward 
and bestow a very small portion df tfieir time, ac« 
ccHnpanied by their suggestions and advice, and they 
would find those below them eageiiy and thankfully 
sazii^ these advantages. How numerous are the 
persons who might then be useful ! With reference 
to these points, it is lamentablie to think how many 
are now comparatively useless to society, who might, 
if they would, become, within their own circles, the 
benefactors of mankind. Beneficence would thus be 
ipread over the land. 

To induce those to come forward who are ever 

* Thi9 class of persons, would derive great advantages from 
having small pieces of land attached to their cottages. All men 
are much happier if they have something in the shape of amuse-* 
ment, during their unoccupied hours, to interest tJiemselves 
sBbout, and a cottager leels a want if he has nothii^ beyond his^ 
hmabk abode* Whon it can be aeeomplished, a small piece of^ 
land, sufficient to keep a cow^ answers the most beneficial pur* 
poses« But when this cannot be done, a j^den is the greatest 
source, not only of benefit, but of amusement to a poor m^ui — 
and the interest taken in gardens may be much increased by 
cAring tniiH premiums fi>r the best productions, and thus: 
cjrffiiiilk wmpstition. In nanfiMturing distriots, mhat the- 
rnfH set na muiBh eoafinedt a gi^rdMi is very eoadvxieive la beskh* 
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aiming to derive advantage from the benefits con- 
templated^ it might be pressed upon them seriously 
to consider what is proposed to be done for them ; 
for the main part must still rest with themselves. 
They have here put into their own hands the power 
and opportunity of making themselves independent 
and comfortable; by omitting to do which, many of 
them must certainly sooner or later become burthen- 
some alike to their fellow^creatures and themselves. 
*' The first object of eveiy man who has to depend 
*' upon his own exertions must needs be to provide 
'* for his daily wants. This is a high and important 
" office, it deserves his attention ; it includes soroie 
'' of his most important duties, both to himself, his 
^' kindred, and his country ; and although, in per- 
*' forming this office, he is only influenced by his 
own interest, or by his necessities, yet it is one 
which renders him truly the best benefactor to the 
community to which he belongs. All other pur- 
suits must give way to. thui ; the hours which he 
^.* gives to learning must be after he has done his 
work : his independence, without which ' he is 
hot worthy to be called a man, requires first of all 
'* that he should have ensured for himself, and those 
dependent on him, a^ comfortable subsistence, 
before he caii have a right to taste any indulgence, 
*' either of his si^qses or of his mind — and the more 
'^ he learns — ^Uie greater progress he makes in the 
'' science — ^the more will he value that independence, 
*' and the more will he prize the industry, the habits 
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of r^ular labour, whereby he is enabled to secure 
so prime a blessing*/' Let every man seriously 
reflect upon these words, and ask himself — am I 
independent ? It is not here meant to inculcate that 
independence (in this respect incorrectly so called) 
which teaches men to look upon their superiors with 
contempt — ^that independence which would level all 
ranks of society, which falls into absolute selfishn^s, 
and makes one man consider his own interests to be 
separated from the general good of the community— - 
but that feeling of conscious freedom which every 
man must experience who, by his own hands, provides 
for his daily wants, and who to the utmost of his 
power and ability discharges the several duties which 
his station imposes. On the other hand, let him view 
himself as a burthen to the community, receiving a 
miserable pittance from his parish, or living in dis- 
grace and comparative uselessness in a workhouse. 
He cannot, under these circumstances, look upon 
himself as a man; he has then lost that honest 
pride of independence which was once universal in 
England, and in the absence of which the name of 
Englishman is but an empty word. Let him con- 
template himself as one called upon to act a specific 
part, and however humble it may be, still an essential 
part in the great plan of human existence. Let him 
(for it is possible for every man to do it) consider the 
compUcated workings of human society, moving as 

.Library of Useful Knowledge^ p. 1. 

C 
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one great machine, fai which, unless every part is 
efficient and in its place, there inust necessarily be 
some disorder ; and if that disorder increase, there 
must continually be universe derangement. But 
besides such general and public advantages, let every 
man consider how greatly his own private interests 
might be improved, and the condition of himself and 
his family ameliorate, by adopting and cordially 
promoting the plan here proposed. To do this, he 
must never be idle — ^an industrious man will always 
find employment, and he is sure to meet with a due 
recompence for his labour. In all his habits he 
should adopt economy, and he will soon perceive how 
easy it is to save. In many trades men cannot earn 
so much in winter as in summer; in some oc- 
cupations they are entirely thrown out of work in 
winter. This is one great cause of the distress 
which generally prevails at the most inclement season 
of the year. Then the parish is resorted to, and the 
man who in summer could earn great wages, the 
whole of which he spent, is obliged, with his family, 
to endure hunger, accompanied with intense cold, and 
then to exist on an allowance, not perhaps amount- 
ing to one-third of what he improvidently spent in a 
more genial seaton. Such a man should therefore 
consider in Summer, that winter must follow, and 
store up accordingly. Let him be particularly care- 
ful to avoid drunkenness, and to spend all his spare 
time with his family, advising, assisting, and encourag- 
ing. In humble Ufe, perhaps even more than in the 
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higher classes, the condition of a family depends 
in a great degree on the cleanliness, order, and re- 
gularity of the lowly abode ; and also on the proper 
and decent behaviour of the children. If thus made 
comfortable, the husband returns from his labour 
with pleasure. He feels, when absent at work, that 
he has a home where he may be happy, and when 
he reaches that home he is not disappointed :— 

" His wee bit nigle, blenkin bonnily, 

** His clean hearth-stane, his thriftie wifie's smile, 

** The lisping infant prattling on his knee, 
** Does a' his weary carking cares beguile, 

" An* makes him quite forget his labour and his toil*.*' 

There is one great blessing poor families enjoy at 
present, which they who lived at no less distance of 
time than twenty or thirty years could not compass. 
Some members of almost every family can now read ; 
they, and where that is the case, all may have the 
advantages of intellectual enjoyment, than which 
there can be none greater ; they have thus the means 
at hand of examining into and contemplating the 
wonderful beauties of the natural world, the ar- 
rangement and economy of animal and vegetable 
life, the stupendous system of the universe, and the 
great chain of being: and thus they are led— i" from 
*' nature up to nature's .God ;'' to Him who by a word 
created all things, and still continues to uphold what 

^* Cotters Saturday Night, 
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He created in admirable and wonderful harmony. 
Every one has thus the opportunity of examining the 
many curious and ingenious contrivances of man ; 
and each person may, by application, greatly improve 
himself in that science to which he individually 
belongs. And when the labours of the day are 
over, instead of squandering away his time, and 
necessarily some part of his earnings, at a public- 
house — or,' instead of idly passing his leisure hours 
even in his own house — ^instead of permitting his 
children to ramble abroad and commit depredations 
— ^in short, instead of that state of animal apathy 
after the hours of labour which has hitherto reigned, 
and still reigns in a great degree amongst the 
humbler classes, let each man direct his mind to some 
useful or entertaining inquiry*. In such exercise 
let him spend his evenings and his moments of leisure. 
He will find it a delightful occupation; and then, 
while laying up a treasure in the mind, it will follow 
almost as a necessary consequence that he will be 
the more able, and certainly the more desirous, to 
lay up a provision for the body. There are few, 
even among the lowest rank of labourers and ar- 
tisans, who may not put these suggestions into prac- 
tice ; how much more culpable then must those men 
be, who are earning high wages and yet neglect to 
save any portion of them. Only let them reflect, 

♦ See in the Appendix a set of Library Rules. It would be 
of great service to establish libraries on this plan ; it is very 
simple, and in practice has been found most useful. 
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that sickness and reverses happen to all ; and if they 
are so fortunate as to escape them in a great degree, 
still let them consider, that, when the strength of 
youth is passed away, age of necessity makes them 
less useful, and that, in proportion as nature requires 
more care and attention, man becomes less able to 
procure a subsistence. If a mechanic be earning two 
guineas a week, and spending the whole, yet, should 
his wages be reduced to one guinea, he contrives to 
live well enough upon that. What reply, then, can 
he give to the question, why he does not lay by some 
of that which it is evident there is no necessity for 
him to spend ? It is the nature of all human insti- 
tutions to be fluctuating ; we must, therefore, never 
hope to see them otherwise. But a state of things 
might be brought about, wherein a balancing power 
would act in a manner similar to that machinery 
which r^ulates and accommodates the speed of the 
^eat moving power, the steam engine, to the in<p 
creased or diminished weight of work attached to it. 
In a village where upwards of one hundred 
persons were employed in a mill, the men were 
earning from Ms. down to 18^. a week, the females 
in like proportion. In consequence of a change in 
trade, it was given out that the mill would be stopped 
working in one month. The next day the men as- 
sembled, where they usually did on a Sunday 
evening, round an old oak tree, and upon what did 
their discourse turn? Upon the expedients for 
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adapting their wants to their diminished means of 
supplying them until some new mode of employment 
should present itself ? No ; but the inquiry was, to 
which parish each belonged ! And how could it be 
otherwise under the circumstances in which they 
found themselves ? They saw that they must leave 
their homes in which they had long dwelt ; deprived 
of their ordinary means of subsistence, they, their 
^ives, and their children, must throw themselves on 
the mercy of their overseer. Many were without 
the means of transporting themselves to their parish ; 
and, in fact, many of them were considerably in debt. 
Does not this single instance speak volumes ? Many 
of these men had been in the habit of spending one 
or two days a week in idleness and dissipation ; and 
any one of them might have saved as much as 
would have supported him comfortably for a time, at 
all events, to have given him the opportunity of 
seeking and obtaining other employment. But, in 
fact, not one of them, had the means of existing for a 
single week after they were compelled to give up 
their work. 

The writer of these observations had, for some time 
jMreviously to this event, proposed *the adoption, in 
this village, of the plan here recommended. He had 
not, however, at that time, brought it into any prac- 
ticable shape ; but feeling, from this instance, more 
forcibly than ever the advantages which might be 
derive from it, he digested it fully, and is now 
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acting upon it. It has been received with delight, 
and the result is likely to exceed his most sanguine 
eapectations. 

To show the advantages of saving, I will relate 
the following fact : — A master who employs several 
men, and pays his wages monthly, has one man who 
used to be always drunk for several days or a week 
after the monthly pay-day. The master could not 
check him, except by reducing his wages, which he 
did, by a reduction of 6d. per day; since which 
the man has seldom or ever been drunk, and his 
family is in the enjoyment of more comforts than 
previously. But he was really worth his full wages, 
and therefore the masters did not think it right he 
should be deprived of any part of his earnings ; and, 
unknown to the man, he has accumulated the 
6d. per day in a Savings' Bank. This has been 
going on for some time ; and the man, unconscious of 
being worth any thing, which would have been the 
case with his former wages, has now upwards of 
£.50 at his credit. 

To show the disadvantages attending the want of 
some depository for the savings of the labouring 
classes, a poor but very industrious man, who lived 
happily enough on his own earnings, had a legacy left 
him of £.150. To him this was a large sum, so 
large that he fancied it could never be exhausted. 
With this idea he gave up his labour, and having put 
his money into a box, lived upon it so long as it 
lasted. But living even at the rate at which he had 
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previously done, his little property was all expended 
in three years. By that time, from hot taking that 
portion of exercise to which he had been acciOM- 
tomed, his health had suffered ; it gradually became 
worse, and by the time he was again called upon to 
earn a livelihood he was unable to do so, and came 
to the parish ! 

Persons like this have no forethought, no reflection ; 
but in order to feel and act differently, they only 
want advising ; and if once another system could be 
brought about, they would speedily see and acknow- 
ledge the advantages of it. Though the above is a 
remarkable instance in point, yet it is one not by any 
means so culpable as that which ordinarily occurs, 
when poor people have what they consider a very 
large sum placed at their disposal. Almost invaria* 
bly it is spent in idleness and drunkenness, without 
administering in any way to the actual wants and 
necessities .of the individual and his family. More- 
over, it seldom happens, when a man has commenced 
a career of dissipation, that he again returns steadily 
to work. The common remark, " it will do no good," 
applied to money so left, verifies these observations. 
If, therdbre, those who have the opportunity would 
take a Uttle trouble to convince the mechanic and the 
labourer of such errors — ^if they would interest them- 
selves about the industrious classes, and really care 
for the poor — if they would form convenient and 
ujseful institutions, as depositories for such monies, 
the poor would be benefited by a legacy or occasional 
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gift, instead, as at present, of being ruined from the 
inability, no less than the waint of inclination, to apply 
it properly. In this respect profesisional ffentlenien, 

essential services. Few legacies arepiEiid except through 
their hands, iand if they would make it a general nil6 
to point out the advantages to be derived by proper 
investments of money, in most cases their recommen- 
dation would be followed, and be attended with the 
most desirable results to the parties. 

In contributing to Friendly Societies, theire may be 
some who fancy they will not require assistance frOni 
that fund to which they arei subscribing. If such 
should happily be the case, they will have to thank 
Heaven for so great a blessing as the enjoyment of 
health; and what a comfortable, what a delightM 
reflection must it be to any individual in the humbler 
walks of life, to think, that by his own exertiofis he 
Has not only supported himself, and those immediately 
dependent upota him, but has, by frugality, care, and 
correct conduct, been enabled to contribute his mite to 
relieve the wants and sufferings of his fellow-crea- 
tures ; on the other hand, in the event of sickness, froai 
which the strongest are not exempt, he has secured 9 
pecuniary fund to which he can always resort. 

Connected in some measure with this subject is 
mendicity 9 a most crying evil, which is increasing to aU 
alarming extent. Our highways are literally filled 
with beggars. The laws which have from time to time 
been made against vagrancy have invariably been 



20 SUGGESTIONS. 

found inadequate, and the last Act of Parliament, 
severer and more strict than any preceding one, 
has in a great measure failed in its object. This 
may be attributed to that feeling of commiseration 
which is implanted in the human breast, and in 
virtue of which we cannot look upon a fellow-crea- 
ture in distress without compassion, much less desire 
to see him cast into prison for humbly soliciting alms 
to satisfy the cravings of nature. However unde- 
serving the object may be, it is difficult to look upon 
human wretchedness and refuse our relief. It there- 
fore of necessity follows, that the severer the law the 
fewer are the convictions. It is to be feared, that no 
law can be devised that will correct this evil ; but it 
might be lessened, if not altogether aboUshed, by 
public feeling — by the adoption qf one general rule, 
never to relieve a vagrant. This may at first sight 
startle and shock the benevolent and the good, who 
are in the habit of bestowing a portion of their 
wealth upon the wretched r but let them consider, 
tiioi by so doing they are openly encouraging a 
system which is most banelul to society-^and that 
they are directly and pointedly counteracting the 
good effects intended to be produced by the established 
laws of their country. It is true, a person esitending 
hb relief says, ^' my intentions are good, and if the 
^ ot^ect be not deserving it is not vay fault, it is 
•• equally charitable in me." But this is not merely 
sophistry — it is the sophistry of selfishness ; we do a 
small good, avowedly to gratify the kinder feelings of 
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our nature, but at the expetise of a great evil to 
society. It is quite clear, that if there were no givers 
there would, in a very short time, not be a mendicant 
in our streets, and thus every man would be induced, 
and indeed compelled of necessity, to remain at bis 
own parish, where, if he be in want, his wants will, 
and must be supplied ; and where, if his indigence 
proceed from idleness, his idleness will be corrected. 
In nine cases out of ten, nay, in ninety-nine out of a 
hundred, casual relief is improperly and injuriously 
bestowed; promiscuous alms*giving is the lowest 
species of charity. 

The following fact, the truth of which may be 
relied on, offers a striking illustration of the pre« 
ceding remarks. On one of our most stormy winter 
days, the rain falling in torrents, and the wind 
piercing and cold, a destitute young female was wan- 
dering through the streets of the town, without 
shoes, her head uncovered, and without a garment, 
except a tattered doak wrapped close round her 
body. Who could behold such an object as this and 
** pass by on the other side ?" A person who saw 
her, actuated by this feeling, took her to his home, 
relieved her hunger, clothed her, and at parting gave 
her money to carry her on her journey. The very 
tiext day, inclement as the previous one, in walking at 
the other extremity of the town, he again observed an 
object exhibiting the same appearance of distress and 
wretchedness. He approached her, with the inten- 
tion of again extending relief; but omcdve the dis- 
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appointment and mortificatiou that he felt on disco* 
vering. that this was the very same person ! 

Every one's experience will furnish him with 
numerous instances of imposition. The truth is, that 
beggars are generally more or less impostors. It is 
also true that most of the petty depredations and 
robberies committed on our properties, and on our 
highways, are the acts of these vagrants. There is 
no Englishman who does not belong to some parish ; 
oir if he be at a distance from it, and desirous of re- 
turning there, laws are provided for conveying him. 
Legal provision is made for every person in need of 
it ; whoever sues for relief, as a b^^r, does so from 
choice ; the laws of England do not allow any native 
of this country to remain in want. The entire ces- 
sation of relief by individuals can alone put' an end 
to mendicity ; and if every individual would act upon 
this principle, in concert with public opinion on 
this point, the evil would be remedied in an in- 
credibly short space of time. ' It would be well if all 
those who have the disposition and the means to give, 
would assist only the industrious poor who are known 
or recommended to them, and amongst whom they 
reside. They will always have sufficient exercise 
for their charity in this channel ; and if (happily) 
individual instances do not present themselves, let 
them establish, and bestow their alms on, charitable 
institutidns, such as those which it is the object of 
these pages to encourage and recommend. 

The common saying, that " Charity begins at 
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" home," particularly applies to many very well dis- 
posed persons in this kingdom, who, with the best 
intentions, endeavour to alleviate the sufferings of 
-^uman nature in distant parts of the globe, while 
not unfrequently they overlook more deserving ob-r 
jects near at hand. One very great objection to thisi 
species of charity is, that there is scarcely a pos« 
sibility of arriving at true statements relative to the 
objects to be relieved. £ven distance alone is liable 
to produce erroneous impressions. We frequently 
see through a wrong medium,,and it is impossible to 
form a correct judgment without knowing and feel- 
ing all the various bearings of the questions in hand — 
without knowing the interests of the parties, and the 
habits, customs, propensities, and prejudices, operate 
ing to promote different effects ; all of which can 
only be correctly known by those dwelling upon the 
spot. 

Let, then, every one of us endeavour to establish 
useful institutions, not in this or that distant comer 
of the country, or of the globe, but in his own imr 
mediate neighbourhood, where opportunities abound, 
and where he may safely judge as to what is needed, 
and securely enjoy the pleasure of assisting to supply 
that need. With this view, let us as much as pos- 
sible cultivate unanimity of feeling and of opinion. 
On mere matters of opinion, from which, in many 
cases, no practical good can arise, and which often 
interfere with and prevent the bringing into operation 
such plans as are here proposed, it is surprising to 
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see to what lengths spme men will go^ in respect of 
the political or religious doctrines they espouse ; they 
cannot, or perhaps do not, endeavour to govern their 
tempers, so as to advance and listen to arguments 
without feelings df hostility, which is much to be 
regretted. Why should men quarrel, or not unite for 
a good purpose, because they have chosen, in some 
respects, a different mode of faith, or adopted a 
different political creed ? 

Violent political opinions amongst the lower orders 
are frequently the souiy^e of discord, and there are 
many classes of persons who would derive much 
benefit by paying less attention to them. The 
lower classes, in particular, may rest assured that 
there are always those persons in the very highest 
ranks who feel an interest in the preservation of the 
lives and liberties of their fellow-subjects, and who 
are watching with an anxious care over the concerns 
of the public weal*. 

Let them not be deluded by hopes which never 
can be realized, but let them endeavour, by honest 
industry, to provide for their wants, and by steady, 
r^ular, and correct conduct, to gain the esteem of 

* I liavie rnueh pleasure in referring to a pamphlet entitled, 
Friendlyi Observations addressed to , tf^ Manufacturing Popfi' 
latum of Great Britain^ now suffering under , the .Difficulties of 
the Times, By the Rev. Thohas Gisborne, M. A., Prebendary 
of Durham. I had not seen this little work before I had 
thrown together these suggestions ; it was very gratifying to me 
to find that I had such an authority coinciding with my opinions. 
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those above them. Let them set a good example, and 
teach their children to treat their supeiiors with 
becoming respect, and to^ feel true thankMness 
towards all who offer their advice or assistance ; 
to feel a pride in the honour and general welfare 
of their country, and to revere her laws. Let them 
lay aside all partial views, for general good must 
produce individual comfort. 

Every reflecting mind must often have lamented 
that religion should ever have been made a source of 
difference and disunion. But, in truth, that is not 
religion which makes a man not only not do good to, 
but oppose, oppress, and injure his neighbour. 

We are all Christians, having the same hopes, 
the same fears, the same moral precepts to govern 
us; and are we not by those precepts directed to 
love our enemies ? Yet we cannot love and be in 
charity with our neighbour, we cannot meet him 
without heart-burnings, because his form of worship 
differs from our own. If we all really and seriously 
acted upon what we profess, this could not be the 
case ; on the contrary, we should always ^* rejoice to 
^* do good," without inquiring or thinking beforehand,, 
as to the opinions of the individual to be' served. 
The uncharitable disposition just alluded to would 
militate against the success of the plans which.it is 
the object of these pages to propose, and brii^' ihta 
operation. Yet I cannot omit to uige, as .an ad- 
ditional argument in favour of what is proposed, that 
our religion, as well as our country, calls upon us; 
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thus to assist our fellow-creatures. '^ The object of 
a good and wise man, in this transitory state of 
existence, should be to fit himself for a better, by 
controlling the unworthy propensities of his 
nature, and improving all its better aspirations ; 
to do his duty, first to his family, then to his 
neighbours, lastly to his country and his kind; 
to promote the welfare and happiness of those^ 
who are in any degree dependent upon him, or 
whom he has the means of assisting, and never 
wantonly to injure the meanest thing that lives ; 
to encourage, as far as he may have the power, 
whatever is useful and ornamental to society, 
whatever tends to refine and elevate humanity ; 
to store his mind with such knowledge as it is 
fitted to receive and he is able to attain ; and so 
^^ to employ the talents committed to his charge, 
*' that, when the account is required, he may hope 
'' to have his stewardship approved*." 

There are many who forebode ill of the present 
state of affairs in this kingdom, believing that a great 
change is at hand, and that we shall soon verify the 
prediction of one of England's greatest enemies— 
'* That ere long she must fall in the scale of nations.'" 
But assuredly she has felt storms and tempests gre^^ter 
than any which now hang over her, and as surely 
will she ride triumphantly over all her dangers and 
difficulties. If all degrees of men will, in their re- 

Progress and Prospect of Society, p. 165. 
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spective stations, endeavour to promote the general 
welfare as well as the individual happiness of those 
aroiind them, the prosperity of the country must still 
go on increasing. This is a moment when we must 
not foi^et those glorious words — " England expects 
" every man to do his duty." Neither let us over- 
lok)k the signal mercies this nation has experienced 
from an all- wise Providence. She has effected that 
which, unaided, man never could have accomplished ; 
and in all our undertakings we must ever humbly 
and sincerely look up to the Great Giver of all good. 
Aqiongst ourselves, too, we must have but one 
common interest: if unity and harmony prevail, 
prosperity will attend us. 

Viewing in prospective the completion of the 
system here suggested, the sanguine mind may hope, 
and the prophetic eye discover, that our poor-laws 
may become a dead letter, our workhouses un- 
tenanted, and that we shall have ^^ no complaining 
" in our streets." 

This may by some be deemed visionary, but let it 
be tried before it be so termed ; and, if perseveringly 
followed up, the ends in view might certainly be 
accomplished. 

Before concluding my remarks, I would guard 
against being misunderstood in relation to any of the 
opinions I have expressed. Far, very far be it from 
me to check the feeling of charity ; the very object 
of these pages is to encourage it, for " it is the very 
" bond of peace." What I seek, and hope to assist in 

D 
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effectiag, is, to direct private benevolence into a 
differeQt channel from that in which it has hitherto 
flowed, and thus not only to alleviate the sufferings 
of more deserving objects, but at the same time to 
accomplish one great desideratum of all benevolence, 
both pubUc and private_the general abridgement of 
^ufiering throughout the nation ; and, with it, the 
abridgement of those almost universal consequences of 
suffering, a criminal course of life in opposition to 
the laws of the country,^ and a vicious course of life 
at variance with the laws of God. 



FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 



ACT OF PARLIAMENT. 



The 10th of GEO. IV. Cap. 56. 

BEINO 

AN ACT 

TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAWS RELATING TO 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 



19th JUNE, 1829. 



The 33rd of Geo. III. cap. 54 ; so much of the S5th of 
Geo. III. cap. Ill, as relates to Friendly Societies ; the 
36th of Geo. III. cap. 68 (Irish) ; the 43rd of Geo. III. 
cap. Ill ; the 49th of Gko. III. cap. 58 ; the 49th of Geo. 
III. cap. 125 ; the 59th of Geo. III. cap. 128 ; and so much 
of the 6th of Geo. IV. cap. 74, as relates to Friendly Socie. 
ties, for the better security, or for the application, receipt 
payment, or transfer of any of the funds thereof, are repealed, 
except so far as any of the said Acts repeal the whole or any 
part of any other Acts, and except as thereinafter is ex- 
cepted. Provided, nevertheless, that such repeal shall not 
invalidate or affect any thing which has been done before the Not to affect 
passing of this Act in pursuance of any of the said Acts. bB?ore"the**°* 

II. And after reciting that certain Friendly Societies passing of this 
have been established in Great Britain and Ireland for ^ ' 
raising, by voluntary subscription of the members thereof, ofpersonsnia'^ 
separate funds for the mutual relief and maintenance of the form them- 
S£dd members in sickness, old age, and infirmity ; and that socieU? ^ ^ 
it is expedient to give protection to such societies and the 
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funds thereby established, and to afford encouragement to 

other persons to form the like societies : It is enacted, — 

That it shall and may be lawful to and for any number of 

persons* in Great Britain and Ireland to form themselves 

And raise a in^Q and to establish a^sooiety for the purpose of raisins, from 
fund for relief . . , .* T K n I. ^ ? i. 

and mainte- time to time, by subscriptions oi the several members of 
nance of meui- gygry guch society, ^or by voluntary contributions, or by 
drives, cbil- donations, a stock or fund for the mutual relief and mainte- 
relationtf. nance of all and every the members thereof, their wives or 

children, or other relations, in sickness, infancy, advanced 
age, widowhood, or any other natural stale or contingency 
whei'eqfihe occurrence is susceptible of calculation by way 
of average; and to and for the several members of each 
Make rules for society from time to time to assemble together, and to make, 
KT* ^^ ordain, and constitute jsuch proper and wjiol^me rules for 

the better government and guidance of the same as to the 
major part of the members of such society so assembled to- 
gether shall seem meet, so as such rules shall not be repug- 
nant to the laws of this realm, nor any of the express 
And impose provisions or regulations of this Act ; and to impose and 
reasonab e inflict such reasdnable fines and forfeitures, upon the several 
members of any such society who shall offend against such 
rules, as shall be just and necei^^ary for duly enforcing the 
same, to be respectively paid to such uses, for the ben^t of 
such society, ad such society by such rules shall direct ; and 
Power to alter, also from time to Ume to alter and amend such rules as occa- 
repeal rules. ^^^ ^^ require, or to annul and repeal the same, and to 
make new rules in lieu thereof, undejr {Such restrictions as are 
in this Act contained. 
Societies to * HI. That every such society so to be established as afore- 

declarfi in • ? •/ . ■ 

their rules the ^^^ before any of the rulesf thereof shall be confirmed by 

* The number of persons is unlimited , but it is bettfsr to have ^s larg^ a 
number as possible. For this purpose the Magistrates of the county of 
lAUcaster declare, by one of their rules, « Tliat no Society shall ^n the first 
<< instance consist of fewer than fiAy members." Though this in strictness 
cou|d not perl|a{i« be \n%^if4 99, y^t |( |s aq salutary that if possible it 
should be complied with. 

t See p. 08. 
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the justices in the manner hereinafter directed, shall, in or purpose of 
by one or more of the rules to be confirmed by such justices, ment. 
declare all and every the intents and purposes for ivhich such 
sodety is intended to be established, and shall also, in aqd by 
such rules, direct all and every the uses and purposes* to And the pur- 
which the money which shaU from time to time be 8ub- S^V-h'-utS 
4scribed, paid, or ^yen to or {or the lise or benefit of such appropriated, 
society, or which shall arise therefrom, or in anywise shaU 
belong to 3uch society, shall be appropriated and applied, 
and in what shares and proportions, and under what circum^ 
stances any member of such sodety, or other persons, ahaU 
or may become entitled to the same or any part thereof; pro- 
vided that the application thereof shall not in anywise be 
l*epugnant to the uses^ intents, and purposes of such society, 
or any of them, so to be declared as aforesaid ; and all such 
rules, during the continuance of the same, shall be complied 
with and enforced ; and the monies so subsoibed, paid, or 
given, or so arising, to or for the use or benefit of such 
^ociety, or belon^g thereto, shall not be diverted or mis- 
applied either by the treasurer, trustee, or any other officer 
or member of such society entrusted therewith, under such ^^^ j^^y -^^ 
penalty or forfeiture as such society shall by any rule impose fl»ct penalty 
a^d inflict for such ofience. cation of 

IV. That a transcript, fairly written on paper or parch- ™<»«y« 
lyient, of all such rules, signed by three members, and Rules of so- 
^untersigned by the derk or secretary, with all convenient JJJj^jjL^*-, a 
speed after the smne shall be made, altered, or amended, and barrister, 4r€., 
so from time to time after every making, altering, or amend- JreTo beecrt''^ 
ing thereof shall be submitted in England and Wales, and tified. 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, to the barri8terf"-at-law for the time 

* See p. 68. 

t John Tidd Pratt, Esq. 4, Elm Court, Temple, London. I am glad 
to take this opportunity of acknowledging Mr. Pratt's civility and attention 
whenever I have had occasion to refer to him. By requiring that the rules 
of all Friendly Societies shall be submitted to a barrister, uniformity will, 
ki a gteat measure, be preserved throughout the kingdom, and much 
abuse prevented.— 

0efe pp. 9S, 08 ; also the Act relating to Savings' Banks, sec, 4 ; and 
a circular frtm the National Debt Office, at a subsequent page. A draft 
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Rules when 
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Med by clerk 
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When not ne- 
cessary to sub- 
mit rules to 
banister, &c. 



being appointed to certify the rules of Savings^ Banks ; and 
in Scotland to the Lord Advocate, or any of his deputies; 
and in Ireland to such barrister as may be appointed by His 
Majesty's attorney-general in Ireland, for the purpose c^ 
ascertaining whether the smd rules of such society, or altera- 
tion or amendment thereof, are in conformity to law and to 
the proviidons of this Act ; and that the said barrister or 
advocate shall give a certificate* thereof, or point out in 
what part or parts they are repugnant thereto ; and that the 
fee payable to such barrister or advocate, for perusing the 
rules or alterations or amendments of the rules of each re- 
spective society, and giving such certificate as aforesaid, 
shall not at any one time exceed the sum of one guinea, 
which, together with the expense of conveying the rides to 
and from the said barrister or advocate, shall be defrayed 
by each society respectively : and such transcript, when cer- 
tified by the said barrister or advocate, shall be deposited 
with the clerk of the peace for the county wherein such 
society shall be formed, and by him laid before the justices 
for such county at the general quarter-sessions, or adjourn- 
ment thereof, next after the time when such transcript shall 
have been so certified and returned as aforesaid ; and the 
justices then and there present are hereby authorised and 
required to allow and confirm'f the same ; and such tran- 
script shall be filed by such clerk of the peace with the 
rolls of the sessions of the peace in his custody; and a 
certificate! of the enrolment thereof shall, within four- 
teen days after the end of the said sessions, or adjourn- 
ment thereof, be signed by such clerk of the peace on a 
duplicate copy, to be provided by and returned to such 
society without fee or reward: Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to require 
any rules, alterations, or amendments thereof, to be 



of the rules must first be sent for Mr Pratt's perusal ; they are afterwards 
engrossed, and signed by three of the society and the secretary, as here re- 
quired, and then sent to Mr. Pratt, who also signs them ; and this copy must 
be deposited with the clerk of the peace, who will certify on another copy. 
* See p. 93. f See sec. 6, p. 41. t See p. 93. 
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submitted to such barrister or advocate, if the same, when 
deported with the clerk of the peace, are accompanied with 
an affidavit of being a copy* of any of the rules, alterations, 
or amendments of any other society which shall have been 
already enrolled under the provi^ons of this Act in the same 
county. 

V. Provided, that in case any such barrister or advocate Manner of 
shall refuse to certify all or any of the rules so to be sub- case barrifte " 

initted for his perusal and examination, it shall then be lawful 5^^., shall re- 

. fuse to cer* 

for any such society to submit the same to the court of tify. 

quarter-sessions, together with the reasons assigned by the 

said barrister or advocate, in writing, for any such rejection 

or disapproval of any one or more such rules ; and that 

the justices at their said quarter-sessions shall and may, if 

they think fit, confirm and allow the same, notwithstanding 

any such rejection or disapproval by any such barrister or 

advocate. 

VI. Provided, that no rules of any society hereafter to be Rules of so- 
formed shall be allowed, unless it shall appear to the justices aftel-^foraMd 
to whom the same are tendered that the tables'^ of the pay- not to be al- 
ment to be made by the members, and of the benefits to be the justices 
received by them, may be adopted with safety to all parties *'^^if^u"*J?* 
concerned^. bles. 

VII. That no such society as aforesaid shall have the No society en- 
benefit of this Act, unless all the rules for the management benefit of thl9 
thereof shall be entered in a book§, to be kept by an officer Act, unless 

have been con- 
♦ This can seldom occur. There will generally be some local circnm- filmed, 
stances to provide for in each society, and if not it would probably be found 
less expensive to pay the barrister one guinea, than to have a copy thus 
certified. 

. t Mr. Pratt recommends *' the Tables of Contributions and Allowances'' 
devised by the Rev. L T. Beecher, published by Simpkin and Marshall, and 
approved of by the actuaries of the Equitable Society. 

i See the Table p. 99, which the justices of Laucashire had calculated, 
and by which they are governed. See also tn/ra, p. 82. There are, how- 
ever, other Tables which differ considerably, and there exists considerable 
difference of opinion as to which is the most correct. This defect can only 
be remedied after the lapse of a few years from the returns required by sec. 
34, p. 61. 
§ See Rule XXI. p. 89. 
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pf such society appointed for that |>urpose, and which book 
i^all be open at all seasonable times for the inspection of the 
members pf such society ; and unless all such rules shall be 
fairly (transcribed) and such transcript deposited with the 
clerk of the peace for the county wherein such society 4ihaU 
be established, as aforesaid ; but nevertheless nothing oaor 
Alt^ratioos &o tained herein shall extend to prevent any alterationf in or 
inafle. an^endipc^nt of ^y such rules so entered and depoated, and 

filed ^ aforesaid, or repealing or annuUing the same, or any 
of them in the whole or in part, or making any new rules 
for t^e management of such society diall from time to tone 
New rules or \)e provj||ded ; but such new rules, or such alterations in or 
&c., when to fuxiendjQients of former rules, or any order annulling or 
be in force, repealing any former rules in the whole or in part, shall 
not be iQ force until the same respectively shall be entered 
in such book as af(»:esaid, and certified, when necessary, by 
such barrister or advocate as aforesaid, and until a transcript 
thereof shall be deposited with such clerk of the peace as 
aforesaid, who shall file and certify the same as aforesaid ; 
and that no such rule or alteration in or amendment of any 
former rule shall be binding, or have any force or effect, 
until the same shall have been confirmed by such justices, 
and filed as aforesaid. 
Rules, when yill. That all rules from time to time made, and in 
confinned, to fo^ce for the m^agement of such society as aforesaid, and 
members ^d° 4y)y entered ip such book as aforesaid, and confirmed by 
cQDtribntors. the justices as aforesaid, shall be binding on the several 
members and ofiicers of such society, and the several con- 
tributors thereto, and their representatives, all of whom 
shall be deemed and taken to have full notice thereof by 
such entry and confirmation as aforesaid; and the entry 
Copy of trans- of such rules in such book as aforesaid, or the transcript 
ceived^'in evU thereof deposited with such clerk of the peace a§ aforesaid, 
dence. or a true copy of such transcript, examined with the ori« 

ginal and proved to be a true copy, shall be received as 
evidence of such rules respectively in all cases; and no 

* See p. 39. 
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qfrtioKTfuri, suspension, adypc^tiQn, Eeduct^oi^, or other legal No rules to be 

process shall be brought, or allowed tp ;renofove ^ny fiuch certiorari^ &c. 

rules into any of ]^\s Majesty^sCourtSvof ll^cord ;j^nd. every 

copy of any such transcript deposited with any cler|c of the 

peace ^as aforesaid^ sh^l be made without fee or reward. Copy to be 

except the actual e^peni^ of making such copy. fee, &c. 

IX. Th§t no nile confirmed by the justices q^ the peace no confirmed 
in ,jnanner afor^d shall be altered*, Rescinded, or repealed, ;»;e,t»^ ^; 
unletss fit a general meeting of the men^bers of such sodety a general 
a^ afoi;esaid, cpnyep^ed by public notice, written or printed, "ciety*^&c! ^ 
ffl^ied by the s^re^y or president, or other principal 
qfficer or clerk of such society, in pursuance of 9^ requisition 
for Uiat p^irpose, by seven or more of the members of ^uch 
i|ociety, which s£^d requisition and nodqe ^h^U ji^ publicly 
Xi^iid at the t^p usjual meetings of such spc^ty, to \)e held 
i^ext before such geQeraJ X^eeting, for the purpose of sjdch 
a^^rations pr repeal, unless 9. cpinmittce of ^uch n^embers 
^^1 have been ^pmin^ted fo|* that purpose ^t a geqerid 
meeting of the piembejs of puch spc^eity, cpny€;ned m i^anner 
aforesaid, in which case sjiicb co^n^ittee fshall have the lijke Mode of pro- 
po|iVie|r to ipa)ce such alterntipns or repeal ; ancj unless such cominlftee aj^ 
olteifation^ pr repeal shall be made ^th the concurrency 9nd pointed, 
apprpbatipn pf three-fourtbs of the member^ of such spciety 
th^p. 9^^ tbere present, pr by the like proportion of such 
qi^npoitte^ 9S afp?:es^d, if ^ny ^hall h^ye be^n nominated fi^r 
^bat purppse. 

. X. That the rules of ev^y /society formed under the au- Roies shall 
t^ority of this Act, sbaU specify thje place pr placesf at Jf^m^tin^^*^^ 
yhkh it is intep4ed such 90ci.ety shall hpld its meetings, and and duties of 
sb/^ contain provisions witb respiect tp th^ powers ^nd duties ® *^*"* 
of thf? ^embers at large, and of sych conimittees p^ p|Bc^sj: 
as may be appointed for the m^n^ge^nent of the ^isdrs of 
sach sj^ciety: Provided, ^ways, that it sh^ll and n^ay bp societies may 
lawful for ^y such society to alter thewr pl^ice or places pf ^eetiiue*^*^^ 
Qi^ti^g whenever they may consider it n^ece^^ary, upc^ 
^ving notice thereof in writing to the clerk of the peace for 

« 

* Sec p. 89. t Sec p. 71. * See p. 72. 
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the county within which such society shall be held, the said 
notice to be given within seven days before or after such re- 
moval, and signed by the secretary or other principal officer, 
and also by three or more of the members of the said so- 
ciety; and provided that the place or places at which such 
society intend to hold their meetings shall be situate within 
the county in which the rules of the said society are enrolled. 
XI. *That every such society shall and may, from time 
to time, at any of their usual meetings, or by their com- 
mittee, if any such shall be appointed for that society, elect 
and appoint such person into the office of steward, president, 
warden, treasurer, or trustee of such society, as they shall 
think proper, and also shall and may from time to tim^ elect 
and appoint such clerks and other officers as shall be deponed 
necessary to carry into execution the purposes of such so- 
ciety, for such space of time and for such purposes as. shall 
be fixed and established by the rules of such society^ and 
from time to time to elect and appoint others in the 
room of those who shall vacate or die; and such treasurer, 
trustee, and all and every other officer or other person 
whatever, who shall be appointed to any office in anywise 
touching or concerning the receipt, management, or expen- 
diture of any sum of money collected for the purpose of any 
such society, before he, she, or they shall be admitted to take 
upon him, her, or them the execution of any such office, or 
trust (if required so to do by the rules of such society tb 
which such officer shall belong), shall become bound in a 
bond, according to the form prescribed in the schedule to this 
Act annexed, with two sufficient sureties, for the just and 
faithful execution of such office or trust, and for rendering 
a just and true account, according to the rules of such so- 
ciety, and in all matters lawful to pay obedience to the same, 
in such penal sum of money as by the major part of such 
society, at any such meeting as aforesaid, shall be thought 
expedient, and to the satisfaction of such society ; and that 

* See p. 72. This sectiou, and from sec. IS to 2^ inclusive, relate to 
the appointment of officers, their duties, liabilities, and responsibilities. 
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every such bond, to be given by or on the behalf of such Treasurer, &c. 

^ ^ ^ t .1 to give bond 

treasurer or trustee, or of any other person appointed to any to the clerk of 
other office or trust, shall be given to the clerk of the peace of ^^^ peace, 
the county where such society shall be established for the time 
being, without fee or reward ; and in case of forfeiture it Mode of pro- 
shall be lawful to sue upon such bond, in the name of the ^® j*"^ ^" 
clerk of die peace for the time being, for the use of the said 
society, fully indemnifying and saving harmless such clerk 
of the peace from all costs and charges in respect of such 
suit ; provided that such bond shall have in Scotland the 
same force and effect as a bond in the form in use in 
Scotland cont^ing a clause of registration. 

XII. That every such society shall and may from time Appointment 

' of conimittces 

to time elect and appoint any number of the members of 
such society to be a committee^, the number thereof to be 
declared in the rules of every such society, and shall and 
may delegate to such committee all or any of the powers 
given by this Act to be executed, who, being so delegated, 
shall continue to act as such committee for and during such 
time as they shall be appointed, for such society for general 
purposes, the powers of such committee being first declared Powers of 

standinGT com* 

in and by the rules of such society, confirmed by the justices mittees to be 
of the peace at their sessions, and filed in the manner the^^uf^if 
hereinbefore directed ; and in all cases where a committee the society, 
shall be appointed for any particular purpose, the powers cnlaroniw en- 
delegated f to such committee shall be reduced into writing, J^'^ i" * 
and entered into a book by the secretary or clerk of such 
society, and a majority of the members of such committee 
shall at all times be necessary to concur in any act of such 
committee; and such committee shall, in all things dele- 
gated to them, act for and in the name of the sodety : and 
all acts and orders of . such committee under the powers 
delegated to them, i^all have the like force and effects as 
the acts and orders of such society at any general meeting 
thereof could or might have had in pursuance of this Act : 
Provided, always, that the transactions of such committee J/ comnduee 



• See p. 76. t See p, 9T. 
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fihiaU be entered in a book* belonging to such society, and shall 
b^ from time to time ^d at all times subject and liable to 
the review, allowance or disallowance, and control ot such 
society, in such manner and form as such society shall by 
their general rules^ confirmed by the justices and filed as 
afore^d, have directed and appointed, or shall in like 
manlier direct arid appoint. 

Xm. "f-That it it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
treasurer or trustee for the time being of any such society, 
and he, she, and they, is and are hereby authorise and 
reqtdred from time to time, by and with the consent of sudi 
society, to be had and testified « in such manner as shall be 
directed by the general rules of such society, to lay out oc 
dispose of such part of all such sums of mopey as shall at 
any time be collected, given, or paid, to and for the bene^ 
ficial ends, intents, and purposes of such society as tli^ 
exigencies of such society shall not call for the immediate 
application or expenditure of, either on real or heritably 
securities or heritable property, to be approved of as afore- 
said (such securities to be taken in the name of such trea- 
surer or trustee for the time being), or to invest the sanie in 
the public stocks or funds, savings^ banks j:, or govermnent 
securities, or in any of the chartered banks in Scotland, or 
in the bank of the Commercial Banking Company of Scot- 
land, and not otherwise, in the proper name of such trea- 
sinrer or trustee ; and from time to time, with such consent 
as aforesaid, to alter and transfer such securities and funds, 
accountforthe <uid to make sale thereof respectively ; and that all the divi- 
"**-^L^^ *^^ dends, interests, and proceeds," which shall from time to 
« time arise from the monies so Isud out or invested as afore* 
sfdd, shall from time to time be brought to account by 9u<£ 
treasurer or trustee, and sh^l be applied to and for the ^se 
of such society, according to the rules thereof. 

XlV. §That every person who shall have or receive any 



on real seen- 
rities, 
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* See p. 77. t See pp. 72, 73. 

X See infra f sections 30 and 31, p. 59, and notes. 
§ See p. 72, and Rule xi. p. 79. 
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part of the monies, effects, or funds, of or belonging to any 
such society, or shall in any manner have been or i^hall 
be entrusted with the disposal, management, or custody 
thereof, or of any securities, books, papers, or property 
relating to the same, his or her e?cecutors, administrators, 
and assigns respectively, shall, upon demand made, o^ 
notice in writing given or left at the last or usual place of 
residence of such persons, in pursuance of any order of such 
sodety, or committee to be appointed as aforesaid for that 
purpose, give in his or her account at the usual meeting of 
such society, or to such committee thereof as aforesaid, to 
be examined and allowed or disallowed by such society or 
committee thereof; and shall, on the like demand or notice, and pay over 

11 ^1 • ...... ii-i 1 monies, &c., to 

pay over ail the monies remammg m his or her hands, and party ap- 
asmgn and transfer, or deliver, all securities and effects^ pointed by so- 
books, papers, and property, taken or standing in his or " ''' "• 
her name as aforesaid, or being in his or her hands or 
custody, to the treasurer or trustee for the time being, or 

to such other person as such society or committee thereof and in case of 

neslecr ap- 

shall appoint: and in case of any neglect or refusal to plication mar 

deliver such account, or to pay over such monies, or to ^™rt1)VEt- 

assign, transfer, or deliver such securities and effects, cbeqner,&c. 

books, papers, and property, in manner aforesaid, it shall 

and may be lawful to and for every such society, in the 

name of the treasurer or trustee, or other principal officer 

thereof, as the case may be, to exhibit a petition in the 

Court of Exchequer in England or Ireland, or in the 

Court of Sessions in Scotland, or the Court of Great who shall 

Sessions in Wales, resp^tively, who shall and may pro- S^n^inasam- 

ceed thereupon in a summary way, and make such order mafyway. 

therein, upon hearing all parties contemed, as to gtich 

ootirtin their discretion shall seem just, which ordef 

shall be final and conclusive; and all assignments, sales^ 

and transfers made in pursuance of such order diall h& gdod 

and effectual in law to aD intents and ptirposied whatsbever. 

XV. ♦That when and so often as any person seis^ or ^^JJ^^ 

♦ See p. 72. 
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jurUdiction of possessed of any lands, tenements, hereditaments, or other 
nncertalnwhe. P^'^T^^J* or any estate or interest therein, as a rustee of 
ther they are any such society, shall be out of the jurisdiction of or not 
refuse to coo- amenable to the process of the Court of Exchequer in £ng- 
of Ei^he^n °r * ^^ ^^ Ireland, or the Court of Sessions in Scotland, or of 
may appoint a the .Court of Gre^t Sessions in Wales, or shall be idiot, 
convey. ^ lunatic, or of unsound mind, or it shall be known or ua' 

certain whether he or she be living or dead, or such person 
shall refuse to convey or otherwise assure such lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, or property, or estate or interest, to 
the person duly nominated as trustee of such society in their 
stead, either alone or together with any continuing trustee, 
' as occasion shall require, then, and in every or any sudi 
case, it shall be lawful for the judges of the said courts 
respectively to appoint such perston as to such court shall 
seemi meet, on behalf and in the name of the persmi seised 
or possessed as aforesaid, to convey, surrender, release, 
assign, or otherwise assure the said lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments, or property, or estate or interest, to such 
Such convey, trustee so duly nominated as aforesaid ; and every such 
elared vaUd.^' conveyance, release, surrender, assignment, or assurance 

shall be as valid and effectual to all intents and purposes as 
if the person being out of the jurisdiction, or not amenaUe 
to the process of the said courts, or not known to be alive, 
or having refused, or as if the person being idiot, lunatic, 
or of unsound mind, had been at the time of the execution 
thereof of sane mind, memory, and understanding, and 
had by himself or herself executed the same. 
When trnstees XVI. *That when and as often as it shall happen that 

in nffhoMc 

names stock ^ ^^ every person in whose name any part of the several 

?^*" ?!u**"^' stocks, ani^uities, and funds transferable, or which here- 
inff at tne 

Bank, or else- after shall be made transferable at the Bank of England, or, 

r^nt, OTt o*? ^^^'^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ Governor and Company of the Bank of 
thejorisdic- England, is, a^e, or shall be standing as a trustee of any 
cheqner, or be ^uch society, shall be absent, out of the jurisdiction, or not 
^Mdd c*'*to ^^^^'^^^^^ ^ ^^ process of the said Court of Exchequer in 

• Seep. 72. 
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£dgland or Ireland, or the Court of Sessions in Scotland, may order the 
<jr the Courts of Great Sessions in Wales, or shall be a J^^^l^ 
bankrupt, insolvent, or lunatic, or it shall be uncertain or and the divi- 
imknown whether such trustee is living or dead, that then ^^"^ ^^' 
and in such case it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
judges of the said courts respectively to otdet and direct 
that the accountant-general, or the secretary, or dq>uty- 
secretary, or other proper officer for the time being of the 
Gkivernor and Company of the Bank of England, do 
'transfer in the book of the said Company, such stock, an-* 
unities, or funds standing as aforesaid, to and into the 
naikie of such person as such society may appoint, and alsa to person ap. 
pay over to such person as aforesaid the dividends of such ^^?\*^ ^^ 
stock, annuities, or funds; and when and as often as it 
shall happen that one or more only, and not all or both of 
such trustees as aforesaid, shall be so absent, or not 
amenable to such process as aforesaid, or a bankrupt, in-> 
solvent, or lunatic, or it be uncertain or unknown whether 
any one or mote of such trustees is or are living or dead, 
that then and in all and every such last-mentioned case and 
cases, it shall and may be lawful to and for the judges of 
the said courts respectively, to order and direct that the 
other and others of such trustees who shall be forthcoming 
and ready, and qualified to act, do transfer such stock, 
annuities, or funds, to and into the name of such person as 
aforesaid ; and also that such forthcoming trustee do also 
receive and pay over the dividends of such sUxk, annuities, 
or funds, as such society shall ^rect ; imd that all such 
timislets and payments so made shall be, and are hereby Transfers and 
declared to be, valid and effectual to all intents and PSTd"^^^^- 
pifipposes whatsoever, any former statute,^ law, usage, or 
custom to the contrary thereof in anjrwise notwithstanding. 

XVII. ^That no fee, reward, emolument, or gratuity Nofee,&c.,to 
whatsoever shall be demanded, taken, or recrived by any any^^^'Jl. 
at&cer or minister ^ such courts for any matter or thing inginsnch 
d(»e in such courts m pursuance of this Act ; and that ypon 

♦ See p. 7ft, 
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the presenting of any .such. petition it shall be lawful for the 
Judgetoaisign mdires of the said courts respectively to assieni counsel 
' ' learned in the law, and to appoint a clerk or practitioner of 
such court, to advise and carry on such petition on the be- 
half of such society, who are hereby respectively required to 
do their duties therein without fee or reward. 
Who shall be . XVIII. Provided, that in all cases in which orders shall 
orders of the be inade by any of , the courts aforesaid for the transfer of 
conn for mak- stocks or fupds transferable at the Bank of England, the 
"'^♦^''f-- per«,„s to be named in such orders respectively for making. 

such . transfers shall be the secretary, deputy secretary, or 
accountant-general , of the Governor and Company, of the 
Bank of England for the time being, or one of them, ex- 
cept in cases where .one or .more of the trustees in whose 
name such stocks or funds shall st£gid shall be ordered :to 
transfer the same .without the qoncurrence of any other or 
otheris of such trustees; any thing herein. contained to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. > . . . . 

Aettobean , XIX. That this Act shall be and is hereby, declared to 
the Bank. be a full and complete indemnity . and . discharge to the Go-. 

vemor and Company of the Bank of England and their off-. 

cers and servants, for. all acts and things done or permitted 

to be. done. pursuant thereto, and that such acts and things 

N shall not .be questioned or impeached in any court of law, or 

equity to their prejudice or detriment . 

Executors, &c. XX. *That if any person appointed to any .office by any. 

dite to societies such society, and. being> entrusted with or having in his, or 

other^debto. ^^^ hands or poissess^on, by .virtue of. his.or her said office, 

any monies or effects belonging to such society, or any deeds 
' or securities . relating to the. same, shall .die, or: become, a 
bankrupt or insolvent, his.or her executors or administrators, 
or assignees, or other persons having legal right, shall within 
forty days. after demand ^ade by the order. of any such 
society or committee thereof, or the maJQi: part of them as-* 
sembled at finy meeting .thereof, deliver. over. all things, 
belonging to such society to . such person as . such ; scx^iety 

.• S^e p. 73. 
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shall appoint, and ^hall pay out of the estates, assets, or 
effects of such person, all sums of money remaining due 
which such person received by virtue of his or her said 
office, before any of his or her other debts ai:e paid or satis- 
fied ; and all such assets, estates, and effects shall be bound 
to. the payment and discharge thereof accordingly. 

XXI. *That all real and heritable property, monies, Effects of so- 
goods, chattels, and effects whatever, and all titles, sefcuri- v^tedinthe 
ties for money, or other obliiratory instruments and evi- trosteesor 

tre&siirfirs top 

dences, or muniments, and all other effects whatever, and all the time being, 
rights or claims belonging to or had by such society, shall ^^omayl^ing 
be vested in the treasurer or trustee of such society for the actions, &c. 
time being, for the use and benefit of such society, and the 
respective members thereof, their respective executors or 
administrators, according to their respective claims and in- 
terest ; and after the death or removaV of any treasurer 6r 
trustee, shall vest in the succeeding treasurer or trustee,: for 
the same estate and interest as the former treasurer or trustee 
had therein, and subject to the same trusts, without any 
assignment or conveyance whatever, except the transfer of 
stock's aiid securities in the public funds of Great Britain 
and Ireland; and also shall, for all purposes of action or 
suit, as well criminal as civil, in law or in equity, in any- 
wise touching 6r concerning the same, be deemed and taken 
to be and shall in every such proceeding^(where necessary) 
be stated to be, the property of the person appointed to the 
office of treasurer or trustee of such society for the time 
being in his or her proper name, without further description ; 
arid such person shall, and he or she is hereby respectively 
authorised to bring or defend, or cause to be brought or 
defended, any action, suit, or prosecution, criminal as well 
as civil, in law or in equity, touching or concemmg the 
property, right, or claim aforesaid, of or belonging to or had 
by such society; provided such person shall have been 
thereunto duly authorised by the consent of the majority of With authority 
members present at any meeting of the society or committee commUtce? ^^ 

•Seep. 72. 
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thereof; and such person so appointed shall and may in all 
«ases concerning the property, right, or claim aforesaid of 
such society, sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in 
his or her proper name, as treasurer or trustee of such 
society, without other description ; and no such suity actiofi^ 
or prosecution shaU be discontinued or abate by the death of 
such person J or his or her removal Jrom the office qf trea- 
surer or trustee^ but the same shall and may be proceeded 
in by the succeeding treasurer or trustee in the proper name 
of the person commencing the* same, any law, usage, cnr 
custom to the contrary notwithstanding ; and such succeed- 
ing treasurer or trustee shall pay or receive like costs as if 
the action or suit had been commenced in his or her name, 
for the benefit of or to be reimbursed from the funds of such 
society. 

XXII. *That the treasurer or trustee, or any other 
officer of any society establi^ed under the authority of this 
Act, shall not be liable to make good any deficiency which 
may arise in the funds of such society, unless such person 
shall have respectively declared, by writing under their 
hands, deposited and registered in like manner with the 
rules of such society, that they are willing so to be answer- 
able ; and it shall be lawful for each of such persons, or for 
such persons collectively, to limit his, her, or their responsi- 
bility to such sum as shall be specified in any such instru* 
ment or writing : Provided, always, that the said treasurer, 
trustee, and every other the officer of any such society, 
shall be and they are hereby declared to be personally 
responsible and liaUe for all monies actually received by 
him, her, or them, cm account of or to and for the use 
of the said society. 

XXIII. +That whenever the trustees of any society 
established under this Act, at any time after the decease of 
any member, have paid and divided any sum of money to 
or amongst any person or persons who shall, at the time of 
such payment, appear to such trustees to be entitled to the 



* See p. 72. t See p. 
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effects of any deceased intestate member, the payment of 
any such sum or sums of money shall be valid and effectual 
with respect to any demand of any other person or persons 
as next of kin of such deceased intestate member, or as the 
lawful representative or representatives of such member, 
against the funds of such society, or against the trustees 
thereof; but nevertheless such next of kin or representa- 
tives shall have remedy for such money so paid as aforesaid Remedy 

against the person or persons who shall have received the party who re- 
same, ceived the 
* , * , money. 

XXIV. *That in case any member of any society shall Forpnyment 
die, who shall be entitled to any sum not exceedine twenty ofsumsnotex* 

. O' J ceediiiff 20/« 

pounds, it shall be lawful for the trustees or treasurer of where mem' 

such society, and they are hereby authorised and permitted^ ^I^**** ^^'* 
if such trustees or treasurer shall be satisfied that no will 
was made and left by such deceased member, and that no 
letters of administration or confirmation will be taken out, of 
the funds, goods, and chattels of such depositor, to pay the 
same at any time after the decease of such member, accord- according to 
ing to the rules and regulations ci tlie said institution ; and Society!* ^ 
in the event of there being no rules and regulations made in if qo rules, 
that behalf, then the said trustees or treasurer are hereby Ul® 5-*??^^® 
authorised and permitted to pay and divide the same to and amongst next 
amongst the person or persons entitled to the effects of the ^"■* 
deceased intestate, and that withcHU administration in 
England or Ireland, and without, confirmation in Scotland. 

XXV. "f-That for the more effectually preventing fraud Justices may 
and imposition on the funds of such societies, if any officer, f^l^^^ 
member, or any other person being: or representing himself p«nwh by fin© 

1 1^ 1 1 I. 1 . 1 . orimprison- 

or herself to be a member of such society, or the nommee, ment. 
executor, administrator, or assignee of any member of such 
society, or any other person whatever, shall, in or by any 
false representation or imposition, fraudulently obtain pos- 
session of the monies (^ such society, or any part thereof, *. 
or, having in his or her possession any sum of money be- 
lon^ng to such society, shall fraudulently withhold the 

♦Seep. 85. t Seep.T2« 
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same and for which offence no special provision is made in 
the rules of such society, it shall be lawful for any one jus- 
tice of the peace residing within the county within whicb 
such society shall be held, upon complaint made on oath or 
affirmation by an officer of such society appointed for that 
Party to be purpose, to summon such person, ag^dnst whom such com- 
plaint shall be made, to appear at a time and place to be 
named in such summons ; and upon his or her appearance, 
or, in default thereof, upon due proof, upon oath or affirma-^ 
tion, of the service of such summons, it shall and m^y be 

Complaint to lawful for any two justices residing within the county afore- 
be determined .11 1 i • 1 . i 1 • t 

according to said to hear and determine the said complaint according to 

rulesofsociety. ^.j^^ rules of the said society, confirmed as directed by this 

Penaiwin Act; and upon diie proof of such fraud the said justices 

shall convict the said party, and award double the amount 

of the mdney so fraudulently obtained or withheld, to be 

paid to the treasurer, to be applied by him to the purposes 

of the society so proved to have been imposed upon and 

defrauded, together with such costs as shall be awarded by 

the said justices, not exceeding the sum of ten shillings* 

and in case such person, against whom such complaint shall 

be made, shall not pay the sum of money so awarded to the 

person, and at the time specified in the said order, such 

Money award- justices are hereby required, by warrant under their hands 

ed may be •* j ^ ^ j _ ^ 

levied by dis- arid seals, to cause the same to be levied by distress and 
with'costT/^*' sale of the goods of such person on whom such order shall 

have "^^ been made, or by other legal proceedings, together 
with such costs as shall be awarded by the said justices, not- 
exceeding the sum of ten shilliiigs, and also the costs and 
charges attending such distress and sale, or other legal pro- 
ceeding, returning the overplus (if any) to the owner; and. 

In default of 5^ default of such distress beins: found, the said justices of 
distress, im- • , ° •* 

priaonment the peace shall commit such person so proved to have 
ihree^'months^ offended, to the common gaol or house of correction, there 

to be kept to hard labour for such a period, not exceeding 

three calendar months, as to them shall seem fit : Provided, 

Not to prevent nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall prevent 

indictment. the said society from proceeding by indictment or complaint 
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against the party complained of; and provided, also, that no No proceed- 
party shall be proceeded against by indictment or complaint' ment if party 

if a previous conviction has been obtained for the same offence pfe^io"**/ 
'■ , . , couYicted* 

under the provisions of this Act. ' 

XXVI. That it shall be lawful for any such society, by^ The consent 
any rule at any general meeting, or otherwise, to dissolve or; dSs^wn.**' 
determine such society, so long as the intents or purposes 
declared by such society, or any of them, remain to be 
carried into effect, without obtaining the votes of consent of Votes of five- 
five-sixths iti value of the then existing members of such ofmembew."^ 
society, to be ascertained in manner hereinafter iQentioned ; 
and also the consent of all persons then receiving or then 
entitled to receive relief from such society, either on account 
of sickness, age, or infirmity, to be testified under their hands 
individually and respectively ; and for the purpose of ascer- Mode 6f ascer- 
taining the votes of such fiVe-sixths in value, every member ^'"'"S^** **• 
shall be entitled to one vote, and an additional vote for every^ 
five years that he may have been a member : Provided, also, 
that no one member shall have more than five votes in the 
v^hole ; and in all cases of dissolution the intended appro- The intended 
priation or division of the funds or other property of such oi^*d7v^8ionTo 
society shall be fairly and distinctly stated in the proposed be previously 
plan of dissolution, prior to such consent being given; nor 
shall it be lawful for such society by any rule to direct Stock not divi- 
the division or distribution of such stock or fund, or any general pur- 
part thereof,^ to or amongst the several members of such poses of the 
society, other than (or carrying into effect the general intents' 
and purposes of such society declared by them, and con- 
firmed by the justices of the peace as aforesaid, according to 
the directions of this Act ; but that all such rules for the Penalties for 
dissolution or determination of any such society, without {jo^or^divi-"' 
such conisent as aforesaid, or for the distribution or division of sion of funds, 
the stock or fund of such society, contrary to the rules which 
shall have been confirmed by the said justices at their ses- 
sions, and 'filed in pursuance of this Act, shall be void and 
of none effect ; and in the event of such division or misap- 
propriation of the funds of such society, without the consent 
hereby declared to be requisite, the trustee or other c^cer 
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or person aiding or abetting therein shall be liable to the 
like penalties as are hereinbefore provided for in cases of 
fraud*. 
Roles to be XXVII. Provided, that provision shall be made by one 

made to direct - r i i. i • i /T i 

hoit dlipntes or more of the rules of every such society, to be contirmed 

tied ^**^* as required by this Act, specifying whether a reference ct 

every matter in dispute between any such society, or any 

person acting under them, and any individual member 

thereof, or person claiming on account of any member, shall 

be made to such of His Majesty^s justices of the peace as 

may act in and for the county in which such society may 

be formed, or to arbitrators to be appointed in manner 

if by irbitra- hereinafter directed ; and if the matter so in dispute shall 

tors to be ap- be referred to abitration-f, certain arbitrators shall be naiiied 

pointed. ^^ elected at the first meeting of such society, or general 

committee thereof that shall be held after the enrolment of 
its rules, none of the said arlxtrators being beneficially in- 
terested, directly or indirectly, in the funds o( the said 

* This clause provides so Tally the requisite steps for a dissolution, that 
it was thought unnecessary to add in the subjoined rules any rule for the 
purpose; Indeed, as it is declated that it shall not be lawful by any rule to 
direct the division of any part of the funds amongst the members other than 
for caprying into effect the genert^ purposes of the society declared by the 
rules, it would seem that there is no other mode of dissolving than that of 
. stating in writing an intended appropriation. The most simple mode 
of dissolution would be to declare that the monthly payments shall on a 
certain day cease. That the fbnds of the society, so long as there are any, 
8|iaU be applied to the purposes dechred by the rules ; and for that end the 
society shall be considered in existence till they sliali all have been 4is« 
posed of. A great evil attendant on Friendly Societies has arisen from their 
liability to be broken up whenever the funds began to ehb, and those mem- 
bers who had lortgeSt cbntribated to the fiinds were liliely to become entitled 
to allowances. Bat it will be perceived that the mode of voting is aew 
irery much in favour of old members. If the scale of payments and alioW'* . 
ances can ever be brought to an exact calculation, tbere is no reason why 
a society should not exist for centuries — ^it would t)e well if it was so ; and 
to attain so desirable a result, each society should from time to* time consider' 
the real state of its funds, and alter the tables accordingly. It is not t9 be 
wished that large accumulations should be made,, but it wiU always be ad- 
visable that the funds should tend to increase rather than diminish, which 
is the greatest, and perhaps the only, preventive against a dissolution. 
i Seep; 88. 
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society, of whom a certain number, not less than three, shall Number to . 

be cfaceen by ballot in each such case of dispute, the number **^ * »»P»'®* 

of the said arbitrators and mode of ballot being determined 

by the rules of each society respectively ; the names of such 

arbitrators shall be duly entered in the book of the said so* 

eiety, in which the rules are entered as aforesaid ; and in case Proviso in 

of the death or refusal, or neglect, of any or all of the said ^f ©f arbi- ' 

arbitrators to act, it shall and may be lawful to and for the trators. 

said society, or general committee thereof, and they are hereby 

required at their next meeting, to name and elect one or 

more arbitrator or arbitrators as aforesaid, to act in the 

{dac^ of the said arbitrator or arbitrators so dying or re-» * 

filing, or neglecting to act as aforesiud; and whatever Award to be 

award shall be made by the said arbitrators, or the major ^^o*^XA"w^^ 

port of them, according to the true piurport and meaning of to be final. 

tbe rules of such society, confirmed by the justices according 

to die directions of this Act, shiJl be in the form to this Act 

annexed, and dball be binding and conclusive on all parties, 

and shall be final, to all intents and purposes, without 

appeal or h^axg subject to the controul of one or more 

justices of the peace^ and shall not be removed Vnr removable 

into any court of law, or restrained or restrainable by the 

injunction of any court of equity ; and should dther of the Justices shall 

said patties in dispute refuse or neglect to comply with or \\x^^ wit^' 

conform to the decision of the said arbitrators, or the thedecisiooof 

«ajor part of th.™, it shaD «uJ may be lawful for any one ^'^-' 

justice of the peace reding within the county within whrdi^ 

suich society shidl be hetd^ upon good and suflicient proof 

being adduced before him of suic^ award having been 

made, and of the refusal of the party to comply therewith^ 

upoA complaint made by or inf behalf of the party ag^ 

grieved, to^ snmmon (he person against whom sucb complaint 

shall be made, to appewr at a time and place to be naiaed in 

such summ<»is ; 9xA upon hb c^ hep appearance or in 

default Ib^eof upon due proof, upon oath, of the service 

of such summons^ any two justices of tbe peace may proceed 

to make such order thereupon as^ to them may seem just; If smir awwd- 

and if the sum of mcMiey so awarded, together with a sumf ^th ^te^-*'' 

for coslfl^ not exceeding tbe sum of ten shiU^ags, as to ifueh. same may be 
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justices shall seem meet, shall not be immediately paid, tlien 
such justices shall, by warrant under ther hands and seals,' 
cause such sum and costs as aforescud to be levied by distress,* 
or by distress and sale of the monies, goods, chattels, seciii^' 
rities, and effects belonging to the said party or to the said 
society, or other legal proceeding, together with all further 
costs and charges attending such distress and sale, or other 
legal proceeding, returning the overplus (if any) to the sud 
party, or to the said society, or to one of the treasurers or 
trustees thereof; and in default of such distress being founds • 
or such other legal proceeding being ineffectual, then to be' 
levied by distress and sale of tAe proper goods of the said 
party, or of the officer of the said society, so neglecting or 
refusing as aforesaid, by other legal proceedings, together 
with such further costs and charges as aforesaid, returning 
the overplus (if any) to the owner: Provided, always, that 
whatever sums shall be paid by any such officer, so levied 
on his or her property or goods, in pursuance of the award 
of arbitrators or order of any justices,* shall be repaid,* with? 
all damages accruing to him or her, by and out of the 
monies belonging to such society, or out of the first monies 
belonging to such society, or out of the monies which shall 
be* thereafter received by such society. 

XXVIII. That if, by the rules of any such society, it is 
directed that any matter in dispute as aforesaid shall be 
decided by justices of the peace, it shall and may be lawful 
for any such justice, on complaint being made to him of jeiny 
refusal or neglect to comply with the rules of such sodiety 
bjr any member or officer thereof, to summon the person 
against whom such complaint shall be made, to appear at a 
time and place to be named in such summons ; and upoa 
his or her appearance, or in default thereof upon due proof, 
on oath or affirmation, of the service of such summons, it 
shall and may be lawful for any two justices to proceed to 
hear and. determine the said compliant according to the rules 
of the said society; and in case the said justices shall ad- 
judge any sum of money to be paid by such person against 
whom such complaint shall be made, and such person shali-. 
not pay such sum of money to the person and at the time 
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specified by such justices, they shall proceed to enforce their 
award, in the manner hereinbefore directed to be used in case 
of any neglect to comply with the decision of the arbitrators 
appointed under the authority of this Act. 

XXIX. That every sentence, order, and adjudication of O""^*" ?^J"*" 
any' justices under this Act shall be final and conclusive to final, 

all intents and purposes, and shall not be subject to appeal, 
and shall not be removed or removable into any court of and not re- 
law, or restrained or restrainable by the injunction of any coartof law, 
court of equity;' and that no suspension, advocation, or re- *^* 
duction shall be competent. 

XXX. That it shall be lawful for any society established Funds may be 
under the authority of this Act, from' time to time to sub- iuto Savings' 
scribe the whole or any part of the funds of such society ^^nks, 

into the funds of any institution which shall have taken the 

benefit of an Acf* passed in the last Session of Parliament, stli Geo. iv. c. 

intituled, ^^ An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relat- 

ing to Savings^ Banks,^ subject to the provisions in the said 

last-recited Act contained relating to Friendly Societies. 

XXXI. That it shaU be lawful for any society established Ballk of Eng- 
under authority of this Act, to pay directly"|- into the Bank land on re- 
of England, any sum of money not being less than fifty ^^^^ *' 
pounds, to the account of the commissioners for the re- 
duction of the National Debt, upon the declaration of tlie Declaration to 

. * See sec. 28, 29, 90, and 31 of the Act relating to Savings' Banks. 
Friendly Societies may subscribe any portion of their fands into the Savings^ 
Banks not exceeding 300^ in the whole, and the receipt of treasurer, &c., to 
be deemed sufficient discharge for the same. The limit of 300/. is only upon 
societies established subsequent to 28th July, 1828; those established priof 
to thdt date may deposit to any amount ; but as the Act requires ail societies 
to conform to its provisions within thre^ years, I should suppose after that 
period this advantage will cease. See Rules XI. and XII. for Savings' 
Banks. 

t It is evidently to the advantage of Friendly Societies to pay their money 
into the Bank of England, as allowed by this section. The interest allowed 
by the commissioners is ZUX^s.^d. per cent, per annum, that by the 
Savings' Bank 3/. 8«. &d. But there must be deducted 5«. per cent., the 
linker's commission, which will have to be paid once only, and will therefore 
make the interest for the first year on each hundred pounds only 3/. \\s,^(^\d, 
Until the money amount to 50/. it might be deposited in the Savings' Bank. 
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be made by treasurers or trustees of such sodety, or any two or more of 
treasurer, c. ^^^^ ^y^^^ g^^jj monies beloD^Dg exclusively to the society for 

which such payment is intended to be made ; and the caAier 

or cashiers of the Bank of England are hereby required to 

receive* all such monies, and to place the same to the acooODt 

raised in the name of the said commissioners for the tiaie 

being, in the books of the Bank of En^and, denamiBated 

Penalty if de- " The Fund for the Friendly Societies ;^ and in case any 

true!^^" "®* such declaration shall not be true, then and in every sudi 

case the sum so paid shall be forfeited to the said commis- 

Certain sioners ; and all the clauses and provisions of an Act passed 

a i^c!o2,^** in the ninth year of His present Majesty's reign, intituled 

applicable to «^< An Act to consolidate and amend the laws relatiiur to 
this Act 

' ^^ Savings' B^nks," with respect to the accounts of banks for 

savings, and the regulation of receipts, certificates, or order 

concerning the same, shall be applicable to the monies so 

paid into the Bank of England under the authority (^ this 

Societies en- Act, as if the same had been repeated herein : Provided, 

69th g!*!!!! c. nevertheless, that every society formed and enrolled previous 

128, prior to to the twenty-eighth day o£ July, one thousand eight hundred 

1828, entitled and twenty-eight, imder the provisions of an Act made and 

^® ^''•P^^^"^* passed in the sud fifty-ninth year of His late Majesty ^s reign, 

intituled ** An Act for the further Protection and Encou- 
ragement of Friendly Sodeties, and for preventing Frauds 
and Abuses therein,^ shall, on paying money directly into 
the Bank of England as aforesaid, be entitled to receive re- 
ceipts bearing interest at the rate of three pence per cerUum 
per diem-fy any thing in this Act contained to the contrary 
Society not to |^i:eof notwithstanding : Provided, also, that no Friendly 
wUhouUon- Society which already has invested or may hereafter invest 

sent of com- any money with the said commissioners, shall be entitled 
missioners. i • <• -it • t 

to re-deposit any sum or sums of money with them with- 

CHit the consent of the said commissioners, or on tlieir behalf 

* As to the mode of payment into the Bank, and the requisite steps to 
be taken^, see Act for Savings' Banks, sec. 11, which are the same fttr 
Friendly Societies, see also sec. 50 of tlie tame Act, as to the invesCmeat 
of the money by the commissioners. ^ 

t 41. lU, Zd, per cent, per annmn, see p. &9. 






ACT OP PARLIAMENT. 61 

hy the comptrc^er-g^neral or assistant comptroller-general 
under the said commissioners. 

XXXII. ♦And be it further enacted, that a minor may Minors may 
become a member of any such society, and shall be empow- and have legal 

^"ed to execute all instruments, give all necessary acquit- *»*horityto 
taBces, and enjoy all the privileges, and be liable to all 
the responsibiUties appertaining to members of matured age, 
notwithstanding his or her incapacity or disability in law to 
act for himself or herself : Provided, always, that such minor if admitted 
be admitted into such society by and with the consent of his of parent, &c. 
mr ber parents, masters, or guardians. 

XXXIII. -f-That the rules of every such society shall Societies sliall 
provide that the treasurers, trustees, stewards, or other prin- audits and 
dpal officer thereof shall, once in every year at least, prepare^ tlT' r"m?* t ^^ 
or cause to be prepared, a general statement of the funds the members, 
and effects of or belonging to such society, specifying in 

whose custody or possessicm the said fundii oi* effects shall 

be then remaining, together with an account of all and every 

the various sums of money received and expended by or 

on account of the said society since the publication of the 

preceding periodidsd statement; and every such periodical 

^statement shall be attested by two ac more members of such statement bow 

SQoety appointed auditors for that purpose, and shall be *o°®^*^***^ » 

eounteragned by the secretary or clerk of such society ; and 

every member ^all be entitled to receive from the said so- member enti- 

«ety a copy of such periodical statemait, on payment of statement ^** 

such Slim as the rules of such society itmy k*equire, not 

exceeding the sumi of fflxpence|. 

XXXIV. ^And whereas it is desirable, for the better Returns to be 
security of such societies, that correct calciilations of tables "erkof the 
irf payment and allowance's, dependent on the duration of peace, witfain 
sickness and the probabilities of human life, may be con^- from Decern* 

ber,18S5, 

* See p. 69. f See p. 73. 

t See p. 75 ; bnt the rale does not say what sum shall be paid for the 
copy ; the society, however, I should suppose, might charge not exceeding 
6<l. I should recommend societies to Ikitc the statement printed yearly, for 
flistribiittoB among the members. 

§ Sec p. 75« ^ 
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piration of 
every 6ve 
years, of rate 
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mortality. 



Copy of return 
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and copy of 
retams of 
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before Parlia- 
ment. 



Penalty on 
societies not 
making re- 
turns. 



To cease to be 



structed for their assistance. And whereas the present ex- 
isting data on these subjects have been found imperfect and 
inefficient, be it therefore further enacted^ that every such 
society, established or to be established under the authority 
of this Act, shall, within three months after the expiration of 
the month of December, one thousand eight hundred asd 
thirty-five, and so again within three months after the ex^ 
piration of every further period of five years, transmit to 
the clerk of the peace for the county wherein sudb sooety 
is held, a return of the rate of sickness and mortality ex- 
perienced by the said society within the befor&4neDtion^ 
period of five years, according to the form presmbed in 
the schedule appended to this Act, a copy whereof shall be 
annexed to the rules of each society respectively. 

XXXV. That the said clerk of the peace' shall, within 
one month after the expiration of the month of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and so agsdn within 
one month after the expiration of every further period of five 
years, transmit to one of His Majesty^s principal Secretaries 
of State a list of the societies which have been enrolled 
during such period under this Act, specifying their names, 
the places where they have been established, the date of en- 
rolment, and time of ceasing to exist, if such case should 
arise, and also a copy of the returns of sickness and morta- 
lity hereinbefore directed to be made to them, according to 
the schedule A ; a copy of which list, with the schedule 
attached to it, . shall be laid before both Houses of Parlia- 
ment within one month then next ensuing, if Pariiament 
shall be sitting, or within one month after the time when 
Parliament shall next sit. 

XXXVI. That should any other society refuse or neglect 
to transmit, or cause to be transmitted, the aforesaid returns 
of sickness and mortality, in the manner and within the time 
hereinbefore directed, the clerk of the peace within each 
county shall give immediate notice to such society, that un- 
Jess the said return is made within twenty-one days frorii the 
date of such notice, the said society will, and thereupon 
shall, cease to be entitled to the privileges of this Act, un- 
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less good and sufficient . cause be shown to the justices at entitled to 
their then next ensuing general or quarter-sessions why such Act* unless 
returns could not be made. &c. 

XXXVII. That no copy of rules, power, warrant, or Exemption 
letter of attorney, granted or to be granted, by any person as j""^?? *^*"™P 
trustee of any society established under this Act, for the 
transfer of any share in the public funds standinj^ in the 

name of such trustee, nor any receipts given for any divi- 
dend in any public stock or fund, or interest of exchequer 
IhIIs, new any receipt, nor any entry in any book of receipt, 
for money deposited in the funds of any such society, nor 
for any money received by any member, his or her execu- 
tors or administrators, assigns, or attornies, from the funds 
of such society, nor any bond or other security to be given 
to or on account of any such society, or by the treasurer or 
trustee or any officer thereof, nor any draft or order, 
nor -any form of assurance, nor any appointment of any 
agent, nor any certificate or other instrument for the revo- 
cation of any such appointment, nor any other instrument 
or document whatever, required or authorised to be ^ven, 
issued, signed, made, or produced in pursuance of this Act, 
shall be subject or liable to, or charged with, any stamp duty 
or duties whatsoever. 

XXXVIII. That the word " society" in this Act shall Conslrnction 
be understood to include JFriendly Society or Societies, In- 
stitution or Institutions ; the word " rules'' to include rules, 

orders, and regulations ; the word " county'' to include 
county, riding, division, or place ; and the words ** treasurer 
'^ or trustee" to include treasurers or trustees ; and the word 
'* person" to include persons ; and the word " book" to in- 
clude books ; and the word " bond" to include bonds ; 
" name" to include names ; " account" to include accounts ; 
" member" to include members and honorary members ; 
" clerk of the peace" to include town clerk ; unless it be 
otherwise specially provided. 

XXXIX. That this Act shall extend to all Friendly Act to extend 

Societies hereafter to be established, and also to societies ^d future" 

societies. 
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FORM OF AWARD. 

We, the major part of the arbitrators duly appointed by 

the society, established 

at in the county of 

do hereby award and order, — That A. B. 

(specifying by name the party or the officer of the society) 

do, on the day of pay 

to C. D. the sum of or we do hereby 

reinstate in or expel A. B. from the said society (as the case 

may be). Dated this day of 

one thousand eight hundred and 

E. F. 

G. H. 



FORM OF BOND. 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A. B., of 

treasurer (or trustee, &c.,) of 

the society, established at 

in the county of 

, and C. D., of and 

G. H., of , (as sureties on behalf of the 

said A. B.), are jointly and severally held and firmly bound 
to E. F., the present clerk of the peace (or town clerk) for 
the county (or county of a city, or county of a town, riding, 
division, or place, as the case may be), of 
in the sum of to be paid to the said 

E. F., as such clerk of the peace (or town clerk) or his suc- 
cessor, clerk of the peace (or town clerk) of the said county 
(or county of a city, &c.), for the time being, or his certain 
attorney ; for which payment well and truly to be made we 
jcnntly and severally bind ourselves, and each of us by him- 
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self our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, 
firmly by these presents, sealed with our seals. Dated the 

day of , in the year of 

our Lord, 

Whereas the above-bounden A. B. hath been duly ap- 
pointed treasurer (or trustee, &c.,) of the 
society, established as aforesaid, and he, together with the 
above-bounden C. D. and G. H. as his sureties, have entered 
into the above-written bond subject to the condition herein- 
after contained ; now, therefore, the condition of the above- 
written bond is such, that if the said A. B. shall and 
do justly and faithfully execute his 6&ce of treasurer (or 
trustee) of the said society established as aforesaid, and 
shall and do render a just and true account of all monies 
received and psdd by^him, and shall and do pay over all 
the monies remaining in his hands, and assign and trans* 
fer or deliver all securities and effects, books, papers, and 
property of or belonging to the s^d society in his hands 
or custody, to such person or persons as the said society 
shall appoint, according to the Rules of the said society, to- 
gether with the proper or legal receipts or vouchers for such 
payments, and likewise shall and do in all respects well and 
truly and faithfully perform and fulfil his oflSce of treasurer 
(or trustee, &c.,) to the said society, according to the Rules 
thereof, then the above-written bond shall be void and of 
no effect, otherwise shall be and remain in full force and 
virtue. 
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Rules*, Orders, and Regulations of the 

Union Society established at Caton, in the 

County of JLancaster, pursuant to the Statute 
10th of Geo. IV.^ cap. 56. 

I. Purpose of That the several persons whose names are hereto and 
shall from time to time hereafter be subscribed in a book to 
be called " the book of enrolment-f j'' shall and will until 
such time as the same shall be dissolved in the manner 
prescribed by the above-mentioned Act of Parliament, 
become and continue a society for the purpose of raising 
from time to time, by subscriptions of the several members 
thereof, or by voluntary contributions or donations, a stock 
or fund for the mutual relief and maintenance of all and 
every the members thereof, in sickness and infirmity ; and 
also for the decent interment of each member of the society 
and their wives, and for no other purpose whatsoever j: ; such 
funds to be administered, and this society to be governed in 
the manner hereinafter by these rules declared. 

* See the Act, sec. 8, p. 42. Roles are necessary for every society ; bnt it 
may not be improper to remark here, that many of these Rales might be 
dispensed with, as they are a mere repetition of the provisions of the Act. 
The reason for introdncing them is to save some expense to the mem- 
bers, all oi v7hom take a copy of the Rules, bnt would not purchase an Act. 
It might, however, be well to consider whether it would not be better to 
make the Rules as concise as possible, and attach to them a copy of the 
Act. See sec. 2 of the Act, p. 88. 

t See the form of this book, p. 94. All the members are entered in this 
book, and subscribe their names. 

X See pp. 38, 39. See Rule XV., p. 82. 
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Tluit the name or description of this society shall be the II. Descrip- 
Caton Union Society J *^"* 

I. That every person wishing to become a member of III. Terms of 
this society shall give a month^s notice to the president or 
stewards, and deposit one shilling with the stewards ; and 
the next monthly meeting he shall personally appear in the 
club-room, and produce a certificate of his age (if required), 
and also (if required) a certificate of his health from some 
respectable surgeon ; he shall then quit the room attended 
by one of the members, and the stewards shall put the 
question — whether he sh^U be admitted or not ? If admitted, 
he shall be immediately entered in the book of enrolment, 
and subscribe his name therein. If any objection be made, 
it shall be decided by ballot, as hereinafter provided ; and 
if a member know of any infirmity, or other cause why any 
person should not be admitted, he shall disclose the same, 
or pay a fine of 10^. Any member who shall out erf the 
club-room disclose the name of any other member making 
an objection to a person applying to be admitted, shall pay 
a fine of 5^. And any person found guilty of secreting any 
infirmity the person so applying laboured under at the Ume 
of his admission, or of concealing his age,^ shall thereupon 
cease to be a member of this society. That no person shall 
be admitted a member of this society under the age of 
eighteen*, or above the age of thirty-fivef ; and every per- 
son becoming a member shall, upon admission, if under 
twenty-five years of age, pay 7*. 6d. ; if above twenty-five, 



* See the Act, sec. 32, p. 61, as to the aduiission of minors. 

t This should be inyariably adhered to, and I believe it is so aAer a 
society is ouce regnlarly formed. It will be found, however, tMit mauy 
societies in their original formation have been composed of men much older 
than their Rules allow, and this will of course have a material effect upon 
the funds. It cannot be too strongly urged that this be avoided as much as 
possible, and that the original members of all future societies be within the 
age intended to be limited by the Rules. Thirty-five is tlie age at which 
most tables stop, but as every age is equally susceptible of calculation, it 
would be still more extending the benetits of these societies to allow men 
older than thirty-five to become members. 
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12s. 6d.* ; and each member shall take a copy of these rules, 
for which he shall pay 6^. 
Honorary H. That any benevolent person who shall subscribe not 

less than 10^. 6d. yearly, without receiving any benefit from 
the society, shall be a committee-man, if he please to act, 
so long as he shall continue to pay such subscription when 

* See the table in the Appendix, with which this does not CQiocide. The/ 
reason for reducing this payment was because the sum required by the 
table was considered heavy for a poor man, and as in the society for which 
these .Rules were framed there are, and are likely to be alwajrs, a consi- 
derable number of honorary members, it was thought that the deficiency 
created by this reduction would be amply made up. This, it may bis said, 
is in some measure depending upon casualties rather than adhering to cal- 
culations, which, as a general Rule, is very correct. But (and I trostl 
shall be excused in venturing to offer the remark) I conceive that the ta- 
bles are calculated at too high a rate. One of the gentlemen who calculated 
the annexed tables is the actuary to the Equitable Insurance Society, and 
it is well known (hat that society has accumulated a large sum, partly in 
consequence of its premiums being too high. If, therefore, the same data 
have governed in calculating the annexed tables, it must follow that if they 
be strictly adhered to, large accumn^fions must also be made i^y each 
society. It was formerly a rule, tbajt in case a member died be^re h^ b(e<- 
came entitled to any allowance, the money he had paid should be i^tnmed. 
This is not the case now (see.note, p. 83), if it were, the amount of admis- 
^loQ would, in somemeasnre be less material to each individual. I have ven- 
tured to threw out these bints, because they have been raised as objeetions 
by persons subscribingt and it wiU certainly be better to remove 8i|«h 
objections, rather than allow them to deter some from joining a club which 
otherwise they would have no hesitation in doing. But the returns required 
by the Act will, it is hoped in a few years, supply information for very 
correct calculations. See the Act, sec. 3i4, p. 61. 

As in all societies there must be some men in much better circumstances 
than others, and as they would probably be glad to contribute according to 
their means, receiving of course a proportionate allowance, it would be an 
improvement to have a progressive scale of payments and allowances, and 
then each man might suit his own circumstances. I should suppose -the 
accompanying table would allow of this ; if not, one might easily be calctf- 
lated. Thus he who paid 3«. per quarter, would receive 6s, 6d., whilst the 
one who paid 5«. would be entitled to 13«. 

There are some societies which divide their members into classes, having 
proportionate payments and allowances. For instance, 1st class, steknesa; 
2nd class, old age } 3rd class, sickness and old age. To any of these the 
members may contribnte. But as I prefer having a society for sickness oiriy, 
other contingencies being provided for by the Savings' Banks, it is unneces- 
sary to consider the advantages of this plan. 
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it bec6mes due ; and all euch oantributors and subscribers 
shall be deemed honorary members, and all sums so given 
shall be applied to the purposes hereinafter declared with 
regard to the other funds of the society. The honorary 
members shall be invited to the annual feast*. 

That this society shall meeff on the first Monday in IV. Meetings. 

* The suggestions I have ventured to propose in the preceding pages are 
offered principally to induce persons to become honorary members. At the 
ssime time I do not consider it by any means desirable that societies should 
at all depend on voluntary support, but by their own contributions be inde- 
pendent. It isy however, incalculable the good which might be doiie, not 
altogether by confining ourselves to pecuniary assistance, but in rendering 
personal services, and in giving advice. It is an encouragement to such 
undertakings to receive such countenance from influential persons. 

t By the Act, sec. 10, p. 43, the place of meeting is required to be specified. 
)t is not necessary, and very far from being desirable, that such meetings 
should be held at a public-house ; for though the danger arising from this is 
in a great measure done away by not allowing any part of the funds to be 
spent in liquor, yet the attendance at a public-house is a temptation to naen 
to drink. It would be much better to have the meetings in some private 
house, if such can be had ; and many of the members of the club for which 
these Rules were framed have expressed such a wish. As to the power of 
altering places of meeting, see p. 43. 

" Tliat this society shall meet" This Rule is well adapted to a society 
which is not likely to be increased to a very large number ; but in order to 
pay the monthly shilling, there is no necessity for requiring that the whole 
society shall meet. In forming a club in any large town or populous dis- 
trict, it would be ail inconvenience. The greater the number of member^ 
the better, and it would be desirable in such places to make but one large 
club. Suppose 1000 persons, or upwards, were to become members, the 
difficulty and inconvenience arising from this rule would be felt. I should 
therefore recommend in such cases an alteration in this part of the Rules > 
by making them in this respect correspond with the mode of management 
of Savings' Banks. Retain the four quarterly meetings; and one of these, 
as that in December, might be fixed upon as the annual meeting. At these 
meetings all the members should be at liberty to attend, and examine into 
and consider the state of the society. For the receipt of the monthly 
shillings an office might be provided, and be opened at stated hours daily > 
or OQ particular days. Thus the members would not lose any time, but 
each would, at the time most convenient to himself, leave his shilling in the 
manner deposits are made at the Savings' Bank. The clerk would have to 
attend during these. hours, and two or more of the committee ought 
also to attend. See the Rule for the like purpose in the Savings' Bank, 
No. VII. 

A committee might be appointed, to bold monthly meetings for the 
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V. Officers. 



President. 



every calendar month, at the house of the sign of 

the in Caton aforesaid ; such meetings to commence 

at seven o^clock in the evening, and not continue later than 
ten ; and that four of them shall be deemed quarterly meet- 
ings, viz. those holden in the months of March, June, 
September and December ; and whenever this society shall 
consider it necessary to alter their place of meeting, notice 
in writing shall be given to the clerk of the peace for the 
county of L. seven days before or after such removal ; such 
notice to be signed by the secretary, and also by three oi the 
members of the society. 

1. That for the better government of this society the fol- 
lowing officers* shall be appointed, viz., one president, (me 
treasurer^, two stewards, two wardens, one clerk, and a com- 
mittee of not less than eleven members, and they shall hold 
their respective offices for such time, in such manner, and for 
such purposes as are hereinafter expressed. 

S. That shall be the president 

until the first Monday in January next. 

3. That on the first Monday in January next, and on the 
first Monday in January yearly, the committee for the pre- 
ceding year shall elect out of the society at large a president, 
who shall hold his office for one year. He shall be the chairman 



admission of members, and generally to manage the afiairs of the society, is 
prescribed by these Rnlcs. 

* See the Act, sec. 11, sup, p. 44. Sec. 25, p. 63, provides a very 
snmmary remedy against all officers in cases of fraud. 

t In settling these Rules, Mr. Pratt suggested that there should be three 
trustees instead of a treasurer, but this society thought the latter prefera- 
ble ; and this must always be a matter of opinion which each society must 
determine for itself. I should prefer Mr. Pratt's suggestion as a general 
rule: this, however, is less material, in consequence of the very salutary 
provisions of the Act. As to the security to be given by, and the duties 
and responsibilities of officers, and the power of the society over them, 
and as to investing the monies, see the Act, sec. 11, p. 44 ; sec. 13, p. 46 ; 
sec. 14, p. 46; sec. 15, p. 47; sec. 16, p. 48; sec. 17, p. 49; sec. 18j 
p. 60 ; and see also sec. 20, p. 60 ; which provides that executors, &c., of 
deceased officers shall pay money due to the society before any other debts: 
See also sec. 21, p. 51. As to responsibility of treasurer, see sec. 22, 
p. 52. See also Rule IX., p. 70. 
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of the eonimittee, shall furnish the club-room with all things 
necessary, and on any emergency order a meeting of the 
committee or of all the society ; he shall see that each officer 
performs his duty ; shall keep the society in good order by 
the assistance of the other officers, command silence, and 
see that all expenses properly incurred are duly paid : he 
shall also md and assist the stewards in their duty ; and once 
in each year cause a statement to be prepared, pursuant to 10th 
Geo. IV., cap. 56, sec. 33*, of the funds and effects of the so^ 
ciety, and every member shall be entitled to a copy on pay- 
ment of 6d. If any member shall refuse to take upon him the 
office of president, on being duly appointed, he shall forfeit 
the sum of 5^. ; and in default of payment thereof within one 
month, shall cease to be a member of the society. 

4. That shall be the treasurerf- Treasurer, 
of this society until the first Monday in January next. 

5. That on the first Monday in January next, and on 
the first Monday in January yearly, the committee for the 
preceding year shall elect out of the members of the society 
a treasurer, who shall hold his office for one year, or until a 
new treasurer shall be appointed in his stead ; and in case of 
his refusal to take upon himself the office, on being duly ap- 
pcxnted, he shall forfeit the sum of 5^. ; and in default of pay- 
ment thereof within one month, shall cease to be a member of 
the society. That the treasurer shall, within one week after his 
appointment, execute a bond with two sufficient sureties for 
the just and faithful execution of his office, according as the , 
said Act provides, in such penal sum as the committee for the 
time being shall order, and the estates, property, and effects of 
and belonging to the society shall be vested in the treasurer 
for the time being, and all actions, suits, and other lawful 
proceedings shall be brought and defended in his name* 
That the treasurer shall attend such meetings as the com- 
mittee shall require, and report to the committee the amount 

of money in his hands belonging to the society, and shall from 

* See p. 61. This is a great safeguard against frand, and all societies 
ought to be particular in requiring officers to make out this statement. 
t See the last note in preceding page. 
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Stewards. 



Wardens. 



time to time lay out and invest in his name, the whole or any 
part thereof, at such times, and in such manner as the com- 
mittee at any meeting shall direct, and in pursuance of 10th 
Geo. IV., cap. 56, sec. 18* ; and shall, by the like direction, 
from Ume to dme call in and convert into money, alter, vary, 
and transpose all or any part of the monies so to be invested. 

6. That the members of the society shall serve the office of 
stewai*d in rotation, as they stand in the book of enrolment, 
unless at the same time he or they shall be filling any odier 
of the said offices ; and should the committee deem any of the 
members incompetent to serve the office of steward, they 
shall appoint the next fit person in rotation to serve in his 
stead ; and if any of the members liable to serve the office of 
steward, or so appointed thereto, shall refuse or decline to 
act, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of 3^. 6d. ; and in de- 
fault of payment thereof, within one month, shall cease to be 
a member of the society. The stewards shall continue in 
office three calendar months, and shall serve as wardens for 
the ensuing quarter^ The stewards ^hall collect the monthly 
and other dues and fines belonging to. the society ; rec^ve 
the entrance money ; pay all expenses properly incurred ; 
pay the sick ; and the allowance at the death of any member. 
They or one of them shall visit the members in the township 
of Caton who are sick twice a week, namely, once to pay the 
weekly allowances, and once besides. And in case either of 
the stewards shall, in the judgment of the committee, nefglect 
his duty, he shall pay a fine of 2s Gd. ; and in default of pay- 
ment thereof within one month, shall cease to be a member 
of the society. 

7. That the wardens shall take care that these Rides be 
strictly observed, and all other Rules and Orders that may 
be hereafter made, and they shall observe all grievances and 
ofiences committed by any member of the society, especiaUy 
at any meeting, and report the same to the president, so that 
all ofienders may be compelled to pay such fines as theise 
Rules, or any hereafter to be made, impose and specify. 



* See p. 40. 
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And shall also observe that no member of the society quit 
the olub-room within the time of business, without asking 
leave of the president ; and having obtained liberty, that he 
leave the room in a peaceable and becoming manner. If the 
wardens neglect their duty, or screen any defaulter, he or they 
shall pay a fine of Is. ; and in default of payment thereof 
within one month, shall cease to be a member of the society. 

8. That the clerk or secretary shall be chosen, and re^ Clerk. 
movable by the committee at any meeting, and shall be a 
member of the society. He shall keep the society^s accounts 
and regular and fair books, which shall contain a list of the 
names of the members, according to their seniority as mem- 
bers, their places of abode, the names of those who receive 
allowance, the sums allowed, the gross sum allowed from 
time to time to the treasurer for the payment to each mem- 
ber, the sums out at interest, and the sums remaining in the 
box. The clerk or secretary shall, once every quarter of a 
year (if required), deliver to the treasurer or committee a 
written statement of the fund in hand, and of the monies out 
at interest, the number of members, and the number of those 
who receive relief. And he shall attend all such meetings 
as shall be holden from time to time for the trausacti(»i of 
business relative to the society, and, when ordered by the 
preffldent, shall write summonses, and give each member 
timely and proper notice previous to any special meeting 
that may be required, and shall acquaint the society with all 
rents of houses .or lands on which the society may have lent 
money, and the interest of money due to the society within 
three months after the same becomes due. That he shall 
prepare the returns of the state of the society required by 
the Act of Parliament*, according to the schedule Af an- 
nexed to the said Act, and a copy whereof appears at the 
end of these Rules. That the clerk or secretary shfdl be 
paid such allowance or salary as the committee shall (rem 
time to time agree to pay or allow. And in case he be al>- 
seut, and fail to appoint a proper person to do the business 

* Sec. 34, p. 61 ; and sec. 36, p. 62. t See p. 91. 
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have the casting vote, in addition to the vote he is entitled 
to as a committee-man. 

That the committee may at any time call an extraordinary ' 
general meeting of the society, by issuing a summons to each 
member, signed by the secretary ten days at least before the 
time of holding such meeting. That the committee shall 
proceed without delay to fill up any occasional vacancy that 
may at any time happen by the death, removal, or resigna- 
tion of any of its mentbers, and also every occasional vacancy 
in the present or future officers of the society, by death, 
removal, or inability to act. 

That not less than five members of the committee, besides 
the president or other chairman, shall be competent to make 
any order, or take any other proceedings in furtherance of 
the objects of the society. That the committee shall exa- 
mine* the society^s accounts on each quarterly night, mA 
report to the society in what state they were found. And 
generally, the committee shall have all the powers giveii or 
delegated to them by any of these Rules, and shall manage, 
Superintend, and control the aflairs of the society, according 
to the true intent and meaning of these Rules. 
Particalar 11. That the society shall have power at any of theiir said 

committee. ^^^^^ ^ appoiiTa committee of any number of member* 

for particular purposes-|', and in all such cases the powers 

delegated to such committee shall be reduced into writiiig, 

and entered into a book by the secretary or clerk of the bo^ 

ciety, and a majority of the members of such commiltee 

shall at all times be niecessary to concur in any act of iiicti 

committee, and such committee shall, in all things delegated 

to them, act for and in the name of the lociety. 

VI. Officers to That every officer of the society shall attend all the meet, 
attend meet* 

* Id some societies the following clause is added, and might be fovnd 
useful, particularly where the funds are large : ** The committee («ut of 
<* their own body) shall appoint two auditors, one of them shidL ge oot Hi s» 
'< months;; the other in twelve from their appointment, i«d at the edd ef liai 
'* months the committee for the time being«hall appoint one of th^mtelveAai 
\' an auditor, who shaM remain in office twelve months^ to the intent that 
' there m^y be a change of one auditor every six months." 

t See p. 45. 
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ings within h»lf-an-hour after the time appointed, or forfeit »"8* punctil- 
io, for each neglect, unless he assign sufficient cause for non- 
attendance. 

That the clock in the house at which the society meets, VII. Clock, 
shall govern each member^s appearance in the club-room. 

That the president and stewards shall inform the clerk of VIII. Candi- 
the persons they intend to offer as candidates, to serve as cesofpresi-' 
president and treasurer for the ensuinir year, at least a fort- ^®°* *"** 

trcasnrfir t.o 

night before the day of the annual election, and the clerk be named. 

shall summon the candidates to appear, or substitute others 

to represent them in receiving their appointment to the office. 

Any candidate failing to attend, or to appoint a substitute, 

shall forfeit 1*. When the president is elected, he shall 

take an account, signed by his predecessor, of the money, 

books, and papers in the box, and shall examine and object 

to any thing he disapproves, and immediately represent the 

same to the committee. 

That at the expiration of the year for which the several IX. OflScers 
dfficers* of the society for the time being shall have been ap- monej^ book^^ 
pointed, or on the death of any officer, or his declining or &c.,to8ucces- 
becoming incapable to act, or being removed from his office, appointed. 
as herdnbefqire is provided, he, or the executors, adminis- 
trators, or other representatives of such officer shall, on de- 
mand being made at the last or usual place of residence of 
such officer or his executors, adminbtrators, or other repre. 
sentatrves, in pursuance of an order of the society at any 
meeting, or of the committee to be made for that purpose, 
^ve in an account of all his transactions on behalf of the 
society, isU one of the usual meetings of the society, or to 
such committee, to be examined and allowed or disallowed 
by the society or committee. And shall, on the like demand 
or notice, pay over all the monies remaining in his, her, or 
their hands, and assign and transfer or deliver all securitiei^ 
aiid effects, books, papers, and property taken or standmg 
in his, her, or their name or names, or being in his, her, oc 
th^r hands or custody, to the like officer for the time 
bemg, next succeeding, or to such other person or per* 

♦ See *ifp. pp. 47, 72. 
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sons as the society or committee shall appoint. And in 
case of any neglect or refusal to deliver such account, or to 
pay over such monies, or to assign, transfer, or deliver such 
securities, effects, books, papers, and property in manner 
aforesaid, the officer so ceasing, declining, or becoming in- 
capable to act, or being removed as aforessud, shall for every 
such refusal or neglect forfeit and pay the sum of 5/. ; and 
in default of payment thereof within one month he shall 
cease to be a member of the society ; and shall also be liable 
to be proceeded against as the Act of Parliament directs. 
X. Caton That any member residing within the township of Caton 

members to chanffiuff his place of abode, shall give notice thereof to the 
give Dotice of ... ^ 

change of secretary in writing. 

XI: No per- That any person following, in the opinion of the committee, 

too following a pernicious business or unlawful occupation, shall not be ad- 
pernicious or . J . , . 1 1 n 1 1 - 
nnlawfol busi^ mitted into the society, and shall cease to be a member in 

nest to be a qq^ jjg ^i^q[\ q^^ ^^y ^\^q after election commence such busi- 
member. . -^ 

ness or occupation. If any member become a soldier, or 

enter into the militia, except he be balloted thereto, he shall 
be suspended during that service, and shall only be reinstated 
by an order of the committee, having first made his request 
in the club-room, within three months after his discharge 
from the army. If any member go to sea, he shall be sus- 
pended during his absence ; but if he return in perfect h^th, 
and not disabled or wounded, and come to the clubrroom 
within three months after his arrival, and pay up all arrears 
to the box, he shall, if the committee make an order to that 
(effect, be re-admitted ; but if he neglect to appear within 
three months, he shall altogether cease to be a member. 
XII. The box. That the society shall be provided with a good and suffi- 
cient box, with five locks, wherein shall be deposited all the 
money of the society not invested, and all books and papers, 
and all such other things as may be thought necessary to be 
kept. Three locks shall be fixed on the outside of the box, all 
bf different sorts, the keys of which shall be kept by the steWr 
ards and clerk ; and two locks shall be fixed on the inside, (rf! 
diffi^rent sorts, one of such keys to be kept by the.presiden.t, 
and the other by the under-treasurer. The box shall not be 
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opened, but in the presence of the stewards and clerk, or 
whom they may appoint ; and if any officer should substitute 
and appoint any other of the officers who keeps a key, he shall 
be fined 10^. 6d. ; and in default of payment thereof shall 
cease to be a member of the society. If any officer or mem- 
ber intrusted with the care of a key shall lose the same, the 
lock shall be opened, and a new key or lock, if necessary, shall 
be provided at his expense, or he shall pay a fine of 2s. 6d; 
That the box shall be kept at any place in Caton the com- 
mittee shall appoint, and whoever has the keeping of the box 
shall be the under treasurer*, and shall give security for the 
same, as the committee shall think sufficient, and pursuant 
to the 10th of Geo. IV., cap. 56, sec. llf . 

That every member shall, at the meetings in each month, xill. The 
If hether the same be monthly or quarterly, pay, or cause to f«pd« ^^^ 
be paid,^ Is.^ Every member who attends shall appear in; 
the club-room within one hour of- the time specified for 
the cpmmencement of the meeting, or pay a fine of 2d. 
Any member who shall be in arrear, aiid shall neglect to 
pay "up the arrears at the quarter-night, shall pay a fine of 
6d. for the first offence; and if he should omit to pay up his 
arrears for two successive quarters he shall cease to be a 
member of the society. If any member employing an- 
agent to pay for him, should not reimburse such agent on 
or before the first Monday in March yearly, such member 
shall cease to be one of the society ; and the agent shall be 
paid out of the society^s stock such sum as he shall have laid 
down, nor shall any other member be allowed to pay for the 

* Mr. Tidd, on perusing the Rules, remarked, that ** no person can give 
** security for the box, unless he holds an office in the society," he, there- 
fore, added the office of under treasurer • 

t See p. 44. 

X As this rule originally stood, and which is according to the prevailing 
system in almost all old societies, it was added, *' and if he attend perso- 
** nally he shall be allowed to spend^thereont 2d/' . This, of course, has 
hitherto made a material alteration in the funds of societies, and frequently^ 
led to .drunkenness ; but the allowance of spending money is not vrithin the: 
10th of ; Geo, IV., cap. 66. Thus the great objection to Friendly Societies 
is done away. See notes to pp. 70. and 72. 

6 
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member so in arrrear with his agent, provided the agent 
make declaration thereof at the first quarterly night after the 
annual feast; and in case such agent shall so n^Iect, he 
shall pay a fine of 6L, and lose all the money paid by han 
for such member, or cease to be one of the socie^. That 
no person shall be employed as such agent who is not a 
member of the society. Should the sodetji'V stock at any 
time be reduced to 502., by deaths, sickness, or any other 
cause, each member of the society shall pay into the box 
such additional sum, not exceeding 1#. per quarter, as the 
committee shall order ; and any member refusing to pay such 
additional sum shall cease to be a member of the society. 

XIV. Annual That the annual feast shall be holden on Whit^Monday 
feast. yearly, at any place in Caton the committee shall appoint, 

where a dinner shall be provided ; and eadi member shaH 
pay his own expenses at such dinner* ; a sermon preadied 
at the church, where all the members within twelve milea of 
Caton shall attend in a decent becoming manner, or pay a 
fine of 2^., unless they can give sufficient reasons for their 
non-attendance. The members shall walk to and from 
church, two and two, according to their rdt»tioa in the 
book of enrolment, preceded by the president, treasurer, 
derk, and other officers. Each member shall carry a staffs 
to be provided at his own expense. If any memb^ idsall 
walk in a disorderly manner, dine, and not attend church in 
diie time, or walk without a stafi^, he shall pay a^fine of 1^. ; 
and in default of payment thereof shall cease to be a mem- 
ber of the society. 

XV. Allow. 1, That no member of the society shall be deemed free of 
ances to sick. 

* Hitherto the annual dinner has been allowed out of the funds of the 
society, which were frequently much exhausted by such applicatimi. In 
sonie instances it may be a hardship to> require a man to attend and dine, 
when he can ill spare the money ; but this might in some measure be re- 
medied by a little aid from the honorary members. It may not accord 
with the ideas of many persons to allow of any dinner at aU ; but I am per* 
suaded the meeting together in this way, when not carried to excesi 
(which is not likely to be the case each person paying for himself), ttads to 
promote good feeling. 
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the box*, of receive any benefit therefrom, until he hath 
been admitted one year, if he be under the age of twenty- 
five ; nor until he hath been admitted two years if he be 
above twenty-five years of age, and under the age of thirty- 
one ; nor until he hath been admitted three years, if he be 
above thirty-one years of age ; and in each case 

and paid up all his contributions*!*. After the 
respective periods aforesaid, in case a 

member, from sickness, lameness, blindness, or any other 
misfortune or infirmity, shall be rendered incapable of follow- 
ing his usual buaness or occupation, he shall receive per 
day|, subject to the following regulations ; viz. if his dis- 
order shall continue six months, without intermission, for 
sir weeks at one period, he shall receive the said sum of 
per day ; but should his disorder continue for a longer 
time than six months, without such intermission, he shall 
receive the sum of per week, and shall not be entitled 
again to full allowance, until he has been off the box for 
twelve months. Any member becoming entitled to relief 
who dwells in Caton, or within three miles thereof, shall give 
notice^ to the president agreeably to the form set forth at 
the end of these Rules, within three days after he becomes 
incapacitated. Any member residing at a greater distance 
than three miles shall be entitled to relief, by sending a 
certificate!!, also set forth at the end of these Rules, signed 
by a minister, churchwarden, or justice of the peace, and 



* See the table in the Appendix. 

t The following formed part of this rule originally, but was expunged by 
the court of quarter-session : '' Until he hath been admitted two years, and 
** paid up all his contributions ; but should such sick member die within 
*^ that period, all the money he shall have paid into the society^ stock 
*' shall be returned to his representatives, or any person he shafl appoint/' 
The rule, as altered, is much in favour of accumulation. To hidividnal 
members it cannot make a great difference, as die amounts which can then 
be sunk cannot exceed in the three cases, 125., 24«., or S6ff. 

t Vide sup, pp. 41, 68, and 70. See also the table in Appendix. As 
a general Rule, but rather varying from the tables, the following may be 
adopted : to allow weekly ^ double the quarterly payment. 

§ See p. 92 ; also see observations, p. 95. H See p. 92. ; 
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also by a physician, surgeon, or apothecary, if any attend 
him, declaring, to the best of his knowledge, the ack mem- 
ber's complaint, such certificate to be sent within seven days 
from the time such member is rendered incapable of work- 
ing ; and he shall at the same time appoint some person in 
Caton to receive his allowance. He shall also send a like 
certificate, at least once in every fortnight during the continu- 
ance of his sickness, and shall forfeit all right to relief 
during the time he shall omit or neglect so to send such 
certificate*. No member shall be entitled to relief from the 
funds of the society until all fines and arrears that may be 
due at the time he becomes so entitled be paid ; and during 
the time any member shall receive relief from the box his 
dues shalll)e paid as usual. And every member, when reco- 
vered, shall declare himself off the box, by sending to the 
president another notice, according to the form set forth at 
the end of these Rules. No member shall do any work 
during the time he receives the full allowance of the society, 
except giving orders to his servants, or other trifling 
business^ . 

* The following formed part of these Kales originally, and was expunged 
by the court of quarter-cesftion, the court not considering it safe to have the' 
allowance varied at discretion : *' That the weekly allowance to sick mem- 
'* hers shall be varied according to the circumstances of the fund, any ad- 
** dition or dimunition being sanctioned by a majority of the memben 
'* present at a quarterly or other meeting, one quarter's notice having been 
*' previously given by the secretary, of the intended alteration.'' There- 
fore the allowance cannot now be varied except by an alteration of this 
Rule, as prescribed by the Act. 

t Many societies have a Rule to the following effect: *' That a medical 
^' attendant be appointed at an annual salary ; that the said salary be raised 
** by an equal contribution of 2s. from each member, and the remainder, if 
** any, from the funds. The above 2s. to be paid as follows, Is. at the 
'* monthly meeting in May, and Is. at the monthly meeting in August ; and 
<' that the wardens be empowered to appoint a medical atendant, and 
'* ^x the regulations for his government." Considering the amount of al- 
lowance, and that it is not only to be applied as subsistence, but also in 
procuring medical aid, some provision like this might be found very usefbi. 
But it appears to me objectionable to have medical attendance supplied 
to any set of persons by contract, allowing the person employed to follow 
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the box*, or receive any benefit therefrom, until he hath 
been admitted one year, if he be under the age of twenty* 
five ; nor until he hath been admitted two years if he be 
above twenty-five years of age, and under the age of thirty- 
one ; nor until he hath been admitted three years, if he be 
above thirty-one years of age ; and in each case 

and paid up all his contributions*!*. After the 
respective periods aforesaid, in case a 

member, from sickness, lameness, blindness, or any other 
misfortune or infirmity, shall be rendered incapable of follow* 
ing his usual buianess or occupation, he shall receive per 
day}, subject to the following regulations ; viz. if his dis* 
birder shall continue six months, without intermissdon, for 
alt weeks at one period, he shall receive the said sum of 
per day ; but should his disorder continue for a longer 
tSxne than six months, without such intermisiaon, he shall 
receive the sum of per week, and shall not be entitled 
again to full allowance, until he has been off the box for 
twelve months. Any member becoming entitled to relief 
who dwells in Caton, or within three miles thereof, shall give 
notice^ to the president agreeably to the form set forth at 
die end of these Rules, within three days after he becomes 
incapacitated. Any member redding at a greater distance 
llian three miles shall be entitled to relief, by sending a 
certificate!!, also set forth at the end of these Rules, signed 
by a minister, churchwarden, or justice of the peace, and 



* See the table in the Appendix. 

t The following formed part of this rale originally, but was expunged by 
the court of quarter-session : <' Until he hath been admitted two years, and 
'' paid up all his contributions ; but should such sick member die within 
** that period, all the money he shall have paid into the society's stock 
*' shall be returned to his representatives, or any person he shall appoint/' 
The rule, as altered, is much in favour of accnmulation. Ta individaal 
members it cannot make a great differetice, as the amounts which can then 
be sbnk cannot exceed in the three cases, 125., 24«., or S69. 

t Vide sup. pp. 41, 68, and 70. See also the table in Appendix. As 
a general Rule, but rather varying from the tables, the following may be 
adopted : to allow weekty^ double the quarterly payment. 

§ See p. 92 ; also see observations, p. 95. || See p. 92. ; 
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also by a physician, surgeon, or apothecary, if any attend 
him, declaring, to the best of his knowledge, the sick mem- 
ber's complaint, such certificate to be sent within seven days 
from the time such member is rendered incapable of work- 
ing ; and he shall at the same time appoint some person in 
Caton to receive his allowance. He shall also send a like 
certificate, at least once in every fortnight during the continu- 
V ance of his sickness, and shall forfeit all right to relief 
I during the time he shall omit or neglect so to send such 
certificate*. No niember shall be entitled to relief from the 
funds of the society until all fines and arrears that may be 
due at the time he becomes so entitled be paid ; and during 
the time any member shall receive relief from the box his 
dues shall be paid as usual. And every member, when reco- 
vered, shall declare himself off the box, by sending to the 
president another notice, according to the form set forth at 
the end of these Rules. No member shall do any work 
during the time he receives the full allowance of the society, 
except giving orders to his servants, or other trifling 
business-^. 

* The following formed part of these tiules originally, and was expunged 
by the court of quarter-sesftion, the court not considering it safe to have the* 
allowance varied at discretion : ** That the weekly allowance to sick mem- 
** hers' shall be varied according to the circumstances of the fund, any ad* 
'' dition or dimunition being sanctioned by a majority of the memben 
*^ present at a quarterly or other meeting, one quarter's notice having been 
*' previously given by the secretary, of the intended alteration." There- 
fore the allowance cannot now be varied except by an alteration of this 
Rule, as prescribed by the Act. 

t Many societies have a Rule to the following effect: *' That a medical 
*^ attendant be appointed at an annual salary ; that the said salary be raised 
'' by an equal contribution of 24. from each member, and the remainder, if 
** any, from the funds. The above 2«. to be paid as follows, U, at the 
'< monthly meeting m May, and Is. at the monthly meeting in August ; and 
** that the wardens be empowered to appoint a medical atendant, and 
** ^x the regulations for his government" Considering the amount of al- 
lowance, and that it is not only to be applied as subsistence, but also in 
procuring medical aid, some provision like this might be found very nseliil. 
But it appears to me objectionable to have medical attendance supplied 
to any set of persons by contract, allowing the person employed to follow 
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2. That if any member of this society shall, by debauch- Against dc- 
ery, drunkenness, or fighting (except in self-defence, where drnnkenueM, 
such member was not the aggressor), or by leading any *^' 
unlawful or irregular course of life, bring any disorder upon , 
himself, he shall not, during such time as he labours under 

such disorder, receive any benefit from the society. 

3. That if any member, of this society shall be intoxicated Intoxication 

• 1 !• 1 • • 1 • X J* • whilst receiv- 

with liquor, workmg, gammg, or playing at any diversion jng allowance, 
when receiving benefit from this society, his allowance for 
that week shall be taken from him, and he shall pay a fine of 
one guinea ; and in default of payment thereof shall cease to 
be a member of the society. . 

4. That upon the death of any member who is become Death, 
free to the box, there shall, upon notice given to the stewards, 

be paid to his widow or personal representative^, or whom he 

may appoint, being bis widow, child, or relation, the sum of 

2A. ; and should he have a wife living at the time of his death, 

who is his first wife, a further sum of £/. shall be paid to her ; 

if he were a bachelor the 2/. shalLbe paid to whom he niay / 

have appointed, being his widow, child, or relation, by his 

will or testament, Ke, she, or they bringing sufiicient evidence 

at the same tune his profession generally. Rather than do so, it would be \ 

preferable that the increased payment should be applied as an increased 
allowance. But for administering medical aid to the poor, there is no me- ' 

thod so good as establishing infirmaries or dispensaries. In these the 
medical attendant is prohibited practising on his own account, whereby his 
whole time is devoted to the poor, whilst in those cases where a medical 
man to following hi» profession generally, he too often neglects those with, 
whom he contracts for a fixed salary. I subjoin in the Appendix a set of 
Rules for a dispensary, which I would strongly recommend. The support 
of such an establishment does not require great means, and clever and re- 
spectable young men of the medical profession may always be found who 
will undertake the situation. To such institutions Friendly Societies might ' 
contribute an annual subscription, and all their members be allowed to 
partake of the benefits. The one I have given is confined to a town, but 
it might be easily extended a few miles into the country; one establish- 
ment would then only be required, but it would be necessary probably to 
engage a second medical attendant. This additional expense might be 
made up by country subscribers ; and those who wished to give tickets both 
in town and country might pay to both subscriptions. 

* See the Act, sec. 23, 24, pp. 52, 53; see also the table in the 
Appendix. 
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to satisfy the officers for the time being, of their h&ng enti- 
tled to receive the same acocnrcling to this Buk. 

If any member^s wife (being a first wife*) shall die befoM 
him, he shall receive the SI. for her funeral. But until the 
8ociety'*8 fund amounts to 1002., or, having amounted above, 
shall at any time hereafter be reduced to that sum, the aUow- 
ance for a member^s funeral shall be reduced 11., and the 
allowance for the funeral of a member^s wi£e shall be at the 
discretion of the committee. Any member who shall die^ 
and be interred at the parish church of Caton, his funeral shall 
be attended by the president, derk, stewards, and wardens, 
who shall have an allowance of 6d. each out id the aoci^y^s 
stock ; and in case any of the said officers shall ne^bct to 
attend he shall pay a fine of 28. 6cL 
Lunacy. 5. That if any member of the society shall become luna- 

tic, or otherwise of insane mind-|*, and be thereby rendered 
incapable of earning a livelihood as he had before done, in 
order to give him time for recovery, he shall, seven days after 
notice ^ ven to the stewards, be entitled to and receive, or have 
paid for his benefit, the sum of per week for twdve 
months, after such notice as aforesaid ; but if his disorder 
continue longer than twelve months, then such member shall 
only receive the weekly payment of 28. 6d. for life, or for so 
long a time as his disorder continues, and shall not be entitled 
to any further or other sums than such last-mentioned payment. 

XVI. Against That in case any member shall commit suicide, or lay violent 
•uicide. hands upon himself, no allowance for his funeral shall be 

made from the society, except in case of insanity. 

XVII. Felony. That if any member be convicted of any ofience of a fr^- 

dulent or seditious nature, such member shall be excluded 
from the society, and be incapable of being again elected. 
XVIlT.Fine8.t That any member accusing another with a breach of these 
Bules, without making his assertion good, or reflecting on 

• See the Table. 

t According to the Table this is not strictly allowable, as it is particularly 
mentioned, that the allowances are to be confined to persons afflicted with 
bodily sickness. 

t As to the power of imposing these and all other fines, see the Act 
p. 38. 
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him for having received money out of the society^s stock, 
shall pay a fine of Bs. If any member shall strike at or assault 
another, and any other member make comjdaint at the 
monthly meeting following^ such offender shall pay such fine 
as tbe committee diall direct, not exceeding for the first 
oflfencethesum of 5«, for the second 10#. ; but for anysubse* 
quent offence at the discretion of the committee. 

That any member who shall declare who it for or against 
another person aa any election of any member or officer, or 
AtHl disclose any business of the committee, or any private 
business whatever relating to the society, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum c£ 10s. That every member ^haW behave de* 
decently and discreetly to each other, at any of the society ^s 
meetings, especially to the officers for the time being, giving 
them the title of their respective offices, ot forfeit Id. Any 
member who shall come into the dub-room with his hat on, 
or shall presume to bring in with him a dog, shall forfeit ^ 
for each offence. Also if any member come into the society^s 
room drunk^ or in an indecent manner, or shall promote 
gaming, wagers, or quarrels, or shall presume to ^ve the lie, 
swear, or refuse to keep silence when required by any of the 
officers, each offender shall pay such fine as the committee 
shall direct. Any memba: going out of the club-room 
during the time of the monthly or other meetings, without 
asking leave of the president, shall forfeit Id. Any mem* 
ber entirely leaving the room before the bunness of the 
meeting is ended shall forfeit and pay the sum of 6d. If 
any member introduce a stranger into the society^s room, 
during the monthly or other meetings, without leave, he shall 
forfeit Sd ; if such stranger be intoxicated with liquor, then 
6d, Any member calling for liquor during club hours 
shall f(»&it and pay 9d. ; or smoking tobacco. Id. ; inter- 
rupting the officers or any of them in the execution of their 
office, a fine of 6d. 

The president or clerk rieglecting their duty, for each oE- 
fence not otherwise by these Rules provided against, a fine 
of Zs. 6d. ; the stewards so offending 1^. ; the wardens so 
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offending 6d. Any member not disclosing to the committee 
any infirmity which he shall know any person offering him- 
self as a member to labour under, and suffering such person 
to be admitted without making known the same, shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of Bs. Any member charging another uil 
justly with being liable to expulsion, unless the committee 
shall think there was probable ground for such charge, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of ^s. That all fines shall be paid to 
the box for the general benefit of the society, and in every 
case not hereinbefore particularly provided any member re- 
fusing or neglecting to pay any of the before-mentioned fines 
when demanded, or within one month from the time of 
his having become liable to pay the same, shall thenceforth 
cease to be a member ; nevertheless the committee shall have 
power to order that such member be restored to his place in 
the society, on paying all fines, and in every respect con- 
forming himself to these Rules. 

XIX. Mode of That all meetings of the society, where any question shall 
votiDg. ^ p^^ ^ ^g vote, the mode* of voting shall be in the fol- 
lowing manner: each member shall be provided with two 
balls, one white the other black ; one of the stewards shall 
go round the room and collect one ball from each member, 
and the majority of white or black balls shall determine the 
question ; the other steward shall follow immediately, and 
collect the remiuning balls. 

XX. How dis- - That every matter of dispute between this society or any 
^Ued? ^ ®^ ^^® officers and any individual member thereof, or per- 
son claiming on account of any member, shall be referred to 
the arbitration of persons not beneficially interested, either 
directly or indirectly, in the funds of the society, and that not 
less than seven of such persons shall be named and elected 
at the first monthly meeting of the society, which shall be 
held after the enrolment of these Rules, by a majority of 
the members then present, and the names of such arbitrators, 
so named, shall be duly entered in the book of the society, in 

* This mode of voting if well adapted for preventing disputes amongst 
the members, and creating unfriendly feelings. 
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which the Rules are entered, as hereinafter provided. And 
in case of any dispute as aforesaid, the same shall be deter- 
mined by three of such arbitrators, chosen in the following 
manner, that is to say, the names of all the arbitrators shall 
be written on strips of paper, which papers shall be placed 
m a box or glass, and the president at a quarterly meetiqg, in 
the presence of the member or person having the dispute, ^all 
draw out the names, which three persons shall hear and deter- 
mine the matters in difference, and make their award according 
to the true intent and meaning of these Rules, and in the 
form in and by the hereinbefore-mentioned Act of Parlia- 
ment directed and required. And in case of the death, or 
refusal, or neglect of any, or all of the said arbitrators to act, 
then the society shall at thdr next monthly ineeting, in manner 
aforesaid, name and elect one or more arbitrator or arbitrators 
to act in the place of the arbitrator or arbitrators so dying, 
or refusing, or neglecting to act as aforesaid*. 

That these Rules shall be entered in a book-f* to be pro- xXL Roles to 
vided for the purpose, and to be kept by the preadent for bckcotby the 
the time being, which book shall be open at all seasonable 
times for the inspection of the members of the society. 

That these Rules, when duly confirmed and entered, shall XXII. Alter- 
not be alteredj, rescinded, or repealed, unless at a quarterly a*»on of Rules, 
meeting, or a special general meeting to be holden for the 
purpose ; and unless such meeting, either quarterly or gene- 
ral, be convened by public notice written or printed, and sighed 
by the secretary, in pursuance of a requisition for that pur- 
pose, by seven or more of the members of the society, which 
said requisition and notice shall be publicly read at the two 
usual monthly meetings of the society, to be holden next 
before such quarterly or general meeting for the purpose of 
such alteration or repeal, unless a committee of the mem- 
bers of the society shall have been nominated for that pur- 
pose at a general meeting of the members of the society 



* See sec. 27 of the Act, p. 66| whieh requires this Rule, 
t See p. 41. t See pp. 38 and 39. 
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convened in manner aforesaid for that purpose, in which case 
such committee shall have the like power to make such altenu 
tions or repeal ; and unless such alteration or repeal shall be 
made with the conciurrenoe and approbation of three-fourths 
of the members of such society then and there present, or 
by the like proportion of such committee as aforesaid, if any 
ahall have been nominated for that purpose. 
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Form of Notice* when any Member is Sick. 

To the President of the Caton Union Fbiendly 

Society. 

18 

Sir, 

I beg leave tx) inform you that I am now suffering under 

[describing his disorder to the best of his knowledge']^ and 

therefore request you will direct the usual allowance to be 

made to me as a member of the Caton Union Friendly 

Society. 

I am, Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

A. B. 



Form of Notice when any Member recovers 

Jrom Sickness. 

To the President of the Caton Union Friendly 

Society. 

: 18 

Sir, 
I decline receiving any further allowance from the So- 
ciety at present, 

And am. Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

A. B. 



Form of Certificate, to be sent by any Mem- 
ber, residing at a greater distance than three 
miles, (post paid.) 

This is to certify to the president, stewards, and members 
of the Caton Union Friendly Society, that A. B., a member 
of the said society, is now suffering under [describing his 

* Referred to pp. 83; 95. 
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disorder] and therefore the said A. B. requests that the 
usual allowance may be directed to be paid to him. Dated 
this day of 18 

A. B. 

{Minister, Churchwarden, or 
Justice of the Peace. 

{Physician, Surgeon, or Apo- 
thecary. 



At a Meeting of the Members of the Cdton Union 
Society^ held at the house of R. W., the Black 
Bull, in Caton, the 26th of September, 1829. 

(Signed) R. W. ^ Thr^ ^^ ,^^ 

T. C. >" Memhers of the 
J. T. J Society. 

J. H., Clerk of the Society. 



I HEREBY certify, that the within rules are in conformity to 
law, and with the provisions of the Act 10th of George IV. 
c. 56, intituled ^^ An Act to consolidate and amend the laws 
relating to Friendly Societies.'' 

JOHN TIDD PRATT, 

The Barrister at Law, appointed to certify the 
Rules of Sayings Banks, 4, Ehn Court, 
Temple. 

aSth December, 1829. 

Allowed and confirmed at the General Quarter 
Session of the Peace, held at Lancaster, in and for 
the County Palatine of Lancaster, the eleventh 
day of January, in the tenth Year of King George 
the Fourth's Reign. 

' -, * c Justices of the Peace, &c. 
W . G. > 

% 

E. G. Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 
* See the Act» pp. 30, 40. 
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It will be observed that the fonn of the above book 
corresponds with schedule A., annexed to the Act, p. 65, 
and to the Rules, p. 91, except the additional columns 
for ^* No.^ and ^^ Signature,^ and the omission of the columns 
'* for what time entitled to relief on account of sickness.^ 
The addition will be found useful, though not absolutely 
necessary. It would be inconvenient, if not impossible, to 
add the omitted columns, for the Book of Enrolment will 
last many years. By keeping an Enrolment Book, in 
conformity with schedule A., the return required by the 
Act, to be made every five years, will be prepared with 
little trouble. The additional columns for sickness must 
then, of course, be added, and these will be eainly supplied 
from the notices declaring on and off the box, which, for 
this purpose, should all be regularly and carefully filed. 

The next book may be termed the Call Book, in which is 
kept an account of all the monthly payments. 

By the rules a member may be allowed to pay up every 
quarter-night ; it will, therefore, be found convenient to 
divide this book into months and quarters, in the following 
form:— 
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THE ORDER BOOK* 

.At a Monthly Meeting of the Committee of the 
Caton Union Society , at the house of • • / ^ 
the 7th day of December^ 1829. 

PRESENT, 

A. B., President. 

CD. 

E. F. 

G.H. ! 

I. J. 

. Besdved^ — That E. F.> G. H., and I. J. be appointed a 
Dommittee to attend at the quarter-session, to be holden at, 
he., in January next, to see that the rules are sanctioned and 
passed. 

W. H., Secretary. 






At a Quarterly Meeting of the Caton Union Society ^ 

heldy <|c. 

• Resolved^ — 'That 6. H. be appointed president of. this 
Society for the next year. . . < 

Jissolvedy — That R. D., gent, be re-appointed treasurer, 
ike. &C. 

W. H., Secretary. 



At a Monthly Meeting of the Committee of the 

Caton Union Society ^ aty S^/c. 

T^e special committee, appointed on the 7th of December 
last, inac^e the following report : — 



< « • 



[Here copy the Report^l 
See the Act, sec. 12, p. 45 ; see also note to p. 77. 
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Resdvedy — ^That the said report be recrired, and that the 
thanks of the Society be given to the qpecial committee for 
their trouble. 

. Resolved^ — That the treasurer do pay to W. H. the sum 
pf ^.10, the amount of his bill, for printing die rules. 

W. H., Secretary. 

. The clerk and the treasurer each keep a cash-book ; and 
these are all the books that are required. 



\The special Comfnittees should^ in theJbUomngJbmiy make 

their Report.'} 

iSepoft of ike Committee appointed to eUtend at, 
\ S^c, to see that the Rules were sanctioned and 
* passed. 

Yoifm loonimittee have to report that, in compliance with 
the order of the 7th day o{ December last, they attended at 
the quarter-session of the peace, holden at on the 11th 
ditjr of J^anuary instant. That the rules and regulations of 
this Society were duly confirmed, with an alteration in the 
lible of payments. The Court require that the allowance 
to such members should be only 6^. 6d» per Week instead of 
7^., as fixed upon by this Society. Your committee anner 
to this report a copy of the table of payments and al- 
lowances, which the magistrates of the county of Liancast^ 
have adopted, and with which they require all societies to 
comply. 

Your committee further report, that they have had the 
rules pnnted, and that they are ready to be delivered to tlie 
members* 

E. F. 
G. H. 

I. J. 

Caton, Wth Jan. 18S0, 
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SAVINGS* BANKS. 



ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 



The 9th of GEO. IV. Cap. 92. 

BEINa 

AN ACT 

TO CONSOLIDATB AKD AMSKD THE LAWS BELATINO TO ■ 

SAVINGS' BANKS. 



28th JULY, 1828. 



. The 67th of Geo. III., c. 106 ; 67th of Geo. IIL, c. 
138 ; Istof Geo. IV., c. 88 ; 6th of Geo. IV., c. 62; are from 
and after the twentieth day of November, one thousand eight* sotb^oTes^ 
hundred and tweiity-eight repealed, except as to payments, her, isss. 
r^c^pts, &c., under the authority of any 6f the hereby re- 
pealed Acts. 

II. Reciting that cert^ Banks for Savings hare b^en esta^i what imtitii- 
bliAed in England and Ireland for the safe custddy and. J^JSJiJ^to'Se 
increase of small savings belonging to the indusiriouSi^ priTileges and 
da8$€^ of His Majesty'^s subjects, and it is expedient ta Act. 

* This is the grand object of these Institutions, to afford assistance to 
those who have nowhere, however desirous, to store up their little savings. 
^e the t)b|ect stated in the Rules, p. 140. 

, It has heen suggested to me, that a higher class of Savings' Qankt might 
be established, <* in the parish of Marylebone and throughout the country, 
'* for clergymen, widows, half-pay officers, and more particularly the thou- 
<' sands of persons who have always 60/. or 100/. loose in the house, or lying 
'' vrithout interest at a banker's. They cannot go into the city to invest 
V snch a trifle in the stocks, nor send it to a broker ; and then if they ^irant 
*' it, there is attendance again to sign a transfer, and that at paiiticular 
" hours, and there may be loss. If the shilling banks have raised such a 
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give protection to such institutions and the funds tliereby 
established, and to afPord encouragement to others to form 
the like institutions : It is -enacted, that if any number of 
persons have formed or shall form any sodety in any port cxf 
England or Ireland, for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining any institution in the nature of a bank to recdire 
deposits of moniey for the benefit of the persons deposttn^ 
the same, to accumulate, the produce of so much thereof as 
shall not be required by the depositors, their executors, or 
administrators, at compound interestyand to return the whole 
or any part of such deposit and the produce thereof to the 
depositors, their executors, or administrators (deducting out 
of such produce so much as shall be required for the neces. 
sary expenses^ttending the .management of such institution), 
but deriving no benefit* whatsoever from any such depomt 
or the produce thereof, and shall be desirous of having the 
benefit of the provisions of this Act, such persons shall cause, 
the rules and regulations established or to be established for 
the management of such institution, to be entered, deposit^, 
and filed in manner hereinaftei* directed, and thereupon diall 
be deemed to be entitled to and shall have the benefit of the 
provisions contained in this Act : Provided always, that the 
privilege of paying money into the Banks of .England or^ 
Ireland, and of receiving receipts for the same, shall be and tlie 
same is hereby declared to be extended to such institutions 
as may have formed, or may hereafter form, their rules and 
regulations according to the provisions of this Act ; and it shall' 
andmay be lawful for the trustees of such institutions respec- 
tively to invest any funds already accumulated by such insti- 
tutions,^ and which shall not have been invested at the time \£ ' 
the passing of this Act ; and to receive receipts for the same 
in manner authorised by this Act: Provided nevertheless, 



^ ovmber of millions, what woald these do ?* There is nothing to prevent 
the class of persons above mentioned depositing in Savings' Banks, if the 
managers (see Rule XX., p. 146.) will permit them; and {Provided their 
deposits do not exceed the ntipnlated amounts. . 
' « See Rale IV., p. 141. - » ' 
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thkt too iMch institution to be hereafter formed shall have to Sa¥in»'Baiik« 
bcF entitled to the benefits of the provisions in this Act con- fon^ in fu- 
thdned'^,' unless the formation of the same shall have been ^^^ withont 
iaqpdoned and approved of by the justices of the county^ justices at 
ziifing, division, or place where such institution is intended J^^J^Ji'^. 
to- be held at the general quarter-sessions, and by the mlssioiiers. 
oonmiisaoners for the reduction of the national debt, or 
on their behalf by the comptroU^-general or as»stant comp- 
troller acting under the sidd commissioners. 

III. That no such institution as aforesaid shall have the Rnlei of insti- 
benefit of this Act-|*, unless the rules and regulations for the entered in a 
manasemetit thereof shall be entered in a bookt or books to be ^^^ f^ ^ . 
kept by an omcer of such institution to be appointed for that tntion ; and 
purpose, and which book or books shall be open at all JJJfhcfe^or* 
•eaaooable times for the inspection of the persons making the peace. 
depodts in the funds of such institution; and unless such of enrolment 
, rules and regulations shall beYairly transcribed on parchment^ {® ^ "f^** 
and such transcript deposited with the clerk of the peace for peace on pay* 
the county, riding, division, or place wherein such institution ■"*"* of io», 
shall be established ; which transcript shall be filed by such 
clerk of the peace with the rolls of the sessions of the peace 
in hb custody, and a certificate^ of the enrolment thereof 
shall be signed by such clerk of the peace on a duplicate 
€opy> ^o be provided by and returned to such institution on 
payment of a fee of ten shillings in respect thereof, provided 
the same be returned to such institution as aforesaid, within 
tbe space of ten days then next following, and not otherwise ; 
but nevertheless nothing herein contained shall extend to New rales, &c. 
prevent any alteration in or amendment of any such rules or f^ a*book "^and 
Tegulations so entered and deposited, and filed as aforesaid, deposited in 
or repealing or anulling the same, or any of them in the '*"•""*■'• 
whole, or in part, or making any new rules or regulations 
for the management of such institution in such manner as 
by the rules and regulations of such institution shall from 
time to Uxbe be provided ; but such new rules or regulations, 
or such, alterations in or amendments of former rules or re- 



* See sec. 4, p. 106. t Jbid, * See Rule XXIX,, p. IH. § p. 152. 
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Transcript 
thereof ^o be 
deposit^ with 
clerk of peace 
on payment of 

Rules and re- 
gulations be- 
fore deposited 
with clerk of 
peace to be 
submitted to a 
barrister. 



To ascertain 
whetlier tbey 
are in confor- 
mity to law, 
&c. ; barrister 
to give certifi- 
cate. 



justices at 
sessions may 
reject rules, 
or confirm 
some. 



gulatioD!^, or any order annulling or repealing anj fonaer 
rvile or regulation, in the whole or in part, shall |iot b^ m 
force until the same respectively shall be entered in such 
book or books as aforesaid, and a transcript or transcripts 
thereof deposited with such clerk of the peace as aforesaid, 
who shall file and ceritify the same as aforesaid on payment 
of a fee of five shillings. 

. IV. That before a transcript of the rules and regula* 
tions, or alterations in, or amendments of former rules or 
regulaticms fen: the management of any institution requiring 
the benefit of this Act shall be deposited with the clerk of 
the peace for the county, riding, division, or place wherda 
such institution shall be established, pursuant to the direc^ 
tions of this Act, such transcript shall be submitted by the 
trustees or managers for the time being of each respective 
institution, and at the expense of the said institution, to a 
barrister at law^, to be appointed by the commissioners for 
the reduction of the national debt, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether the same are in conformity to law, and with 
the provisions of this Act ; and that the siud barrister shaU. 
give a certificate^ thereof, or point out in what part or parts 
they are repugnant thereto ; and the fee to be paid such 
barrister for perusing the rules, regulations, alterations, or 
amendments of each respective institution, and giving such 
certificate as aforesaid, shall not at any one time exceed the 
sum of one guinea : and such transcript shall be signed by 
two trustees, and shall, together with the certificate of such 
barrister, as hereinbefore mentioned, be laid before the jus- 
tices for such county, riding, division, or place, at. the 
general or quarter-sessions next after the time when such 
transcript shall have been so deposited ; and it shall be law- 
ful for such justices then and tRere present, after due 
examination thereof, to reject and disapprove^ of any part 

* John Tidd Pratt, Esq., 4, Elm Court, Temple, London. See the 
circular of the commissioners, p. 161. 

t See p. 152. 

t This differs from the Friendly Society Act, which see p. 41. There 
it appears, except as to the Tables, the duty of the session is only mioiste- 
rial-^here the justices have the power to allow or rejecft 
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w.psurts thereof, or to allow and confirm the siud transcript, 
or such part or parts thereof as shall be conibmiaUe to the 
true uitent and meaning of this Act, without requiring the 
certificate or approval of any other barrister : Provided al-« ji^o^e of pro- 
ways, that the said justices shall ^gnify such rejection or jpeeding by 
disapproval of. any one or more of the rules, orders, and. in case of re- 
r^g^iladons contained in such transcript by the words " re- J*^**<"*» 
j^ed'^g^or " disapproved,'' written opposite such rule or rules, 
order or orders, i^ulation or regulations, and signed by 
the chairman of such sessions ; and such rule or rules, order 
or cnriders, regulation or regulations as shall be so rejected 
or d^approyed shall not be in force from the Ume of such, 
rejection, or disapproval, any thing in this Act, or in any 
such n|l|e8, orders, and regulations to the contrary notwith- 
SitandiDgv Provided always, that the said clerk of the peace 
^Oy within the' space of ten days next after such rejection or 
disapproval, ^ve notice thereof, in writing, to the two trus- Notice of re- 
tees of such instituticm, by whom the transcript of such J®^*®" ?|^ 
rules,. (nrders,, and regulations shall be »gned as aforesaid : given by clerk 
Aj)d provided i^ways, that nothing herein contained shall iJ: JJ^es! ^ 
1^ construed to require any rule making any alteration in the 
hours pf attendance at any such institution as aforesaid, to 
be laid before such barrister as aforesaid, previous to the 
enrolment thereof. 

V» That all rules and regulations from time to time made 
aad in force for the management of such institution as^ afore- 
S2^d, ;and duly entered in such book or books as aforesaid, 
and deposited with such clerk of the peace as aforesaid, 
si|[iall be binding on the several members and officers of such 
institution, and the several depositors therein, and their re- 
presentatives, all of whoni shall be deemed and taken to 
^aye full notice thereof* by such entry and deposit as afore- 
said ; wf^nd the entry of such rules and r^ulations in such 
bcfok or books as aforesaid, or the transcript thereof, 
deposited with such clerk of the peace as aforesaid, or a 
true copy of such transcript examined with the original, Copyoftrau- 
and proved to be a true copy, shall be received as evidence ^^"^^^^2 ^ 
of such rules and regulations respectively in all cases ; and evidence, 
no certiorari shall be brought or allowed to remove any such 



^ 
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rules or regulations into any of His Majesty^s courts of 
record: and every copy of any such transcript, deposited 
with any clerk of the peace as aforesaid, shall be made 
without fee or reward, except the actual expense of making 
such copy ; and such copy shall not be subject to any 
stamp duty. 
Treatnrer, VI. That no such institution, as aforesaid, shall have^the 

Bager,&c.,oot benefit of this Act, unless it shall be expressly provided* by 
£i^*fit^f *"^ ^^^ rules and regulations for the management thereof that 
tbelnfltitiition. no person or persons, being treasurer, trustee, or manager of 
such institution, or having any controul in the management 
thereof, shall derive any benefit from any deposit made in 
such institution, save only and excepfl* such salaries and al- 
lowances, or other necessary expenses, as shall, according to 
such rules and regulations, be provided for the charges of 
managing such institution, and for remuneration to officers 
employed in the management thereof, exclusive of the trea- 
surer or treasurers, trustee or trustees, manager or mana- 
gers, or other persons having direction in the management 
of such institution, who shall not directly or indirectly have 
any salary, allowance, profit, or benefit whatsoever therefrom 
beyond their actual expenses for the purposes of siich 
• institution. 

1>eaftttrer and ^11* That every treasurer, actuary, or cashier, who shall 

other officer b^ intrusted with the receipt or custody of any sura of naoney 
lutnisted with ,., i i -li-i ^ '^ . . . . 

receipt or CDS- subscnoed or deposited for the purpose of such mstitution, 

to^'^Tc^secu^^ ^^ ^"y interest or dividend from time to time accruing there- 
rity. from, and every officer or other person receiving any salary 

or allowance for their services from the funds of any Savings^ 
Banks, unless he shall already have given good and suffi- 
cient security, shall give good and sufficient security^, to be 
approved of by not less than two trustees and three managers 
Security to be ^^ ^^^^ Savings^ Banks, for the just and faithful execution' 
f^^«n Jy ^^ of such office of trust, and such security shall be given by 
peace. bond or bonds to the clerk of the peace for the county, 

county of a city, or county of a town, riding, division, or 

« See Rule IV., p. 141. t Sec Rule VI., p. 142. 

t See Rule v., p. 141. 
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jdlK», or to the town clerk of the place where such institu* 

tion shall be established for the time being, without fee or 

^reward ; and in case of forfeiture, it shall be lawful for the 

•trustees or managers for the time being of such institution Tnuteet , Scc, 

to sue upon such bond or bonds in the name of such clerk of b^mds'lo nlme 

the peace or town clerk for the time being, and to carry on of clerk of 

such suit at the costs and charges, and for the use of the said 

institudon, fully indemnifying and saving harmless such 

derk of the peace or town clerk from all costs and charges in 

respect of such suit ; and no bond to be so given shall be Bond not giili- 

subject to, or charged or chargeable with any stamp duty -Jj®^* ^® itamp 

whatever. 

VIII. That all monies, goods, chattels, and effects what- EffecUofin- 
ever, and all securities for money, or other obligatory instru- »t]tntion vcst- 

-., . iiii«. ed in trustee* 

ments and evidences, or muniments, and all other effects for time being 
whatever, and all rights or claims belonging to or had by ^^'Jj^,*'*^ 
such institution, shall be vested in the trustee or trustees* of 
such institution for the time being, for the use^and benefit of 
such institution, and the respective depositors therein, their 
respecUve executors or administrators, according to their 
reilpective claims and interests ; and after the death or re- 
moval of any trustee or trustees shall vest in the succeeding 
trustee or trustees for the same estate and interest as the 
former trustee, or trustees had therein, and subject to the 
same trusts, without any assignment or conveyance what- 
ever ; and also shall, for all purposes of action or suit, as 
well criminal as civil, in law or in equity, in anywise touch- 
ing or concerning the same, be deemed and taken to be, and 
shall in every sudi proceeding (where necessary) be stated 
to be the property of the person or persons appointed to the 
oflBce of trustee or trustees of such -institution for the time, in 
hiSy.her^ or their proper name or names^ without further 
dratription; and such person or persons shall, and they are Whomky 
berdby respectively authorised to bring or defend, or cause fend^actioof!' 
to be brought or defended, any action, suit, or prosecution, ^^* 

* The trustees are a separate body from the managers, but it does not 
follow that they are notaUp to be managers : they usually are. 
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€iiininal as well as civil, in law or equity, touching or con- 

ceming the property, right, or claim aforefsaid, of or bel 

longing to or had by such institution; and such person or 

persons, so appointed, stiall and may in all cases concerhii^ 

the property, right, Or claim aforesaid, of such institution, 

sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in his, her, or 

their proper name or names, as trustee or trustees of such 

No action &c. institution, without other description; and no such suit^ 

to abate on action, or prosecution, shall be discontinued or abate by 

(ieath or !«• death of such person or persons, or his or their removal from 

moval of ||jg office of trustee or trustees, as aforesaid, but the same 

trustee 

shall and may be proceeded in by the succeeding trustee or 
trustees in the proper name or names of the person or per- 
sons commencing the same, any law, usage, or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding ; and such succeeding trustee 
Co^ii.- oi* trustees shall pay or receive like costs as if the action or 

suit had been commenced in his or their name or names, for 
the benefit of, or to be reimbursed from the funds of such 
institution. 
Liabilhyof IX. That no trustee or manager shall be personally liable* 

trustees or except for his own acts and deeds, nor for any thins: done, by 

managers. *^ , . , . 

him in virtue of his office in the execution of this act, ^eept 

in cases where he shall be guilty of wilful neglect or default 

Treasurer and X. That all and every person and persons who tftiall 

trustees, &c. have or receive any part of the monies, effects, or ftidd^ of at 

to account and *^ , . . . 

deliver up ef- belonging to siich institution, or shall in any manner hav^ 

required!" '^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ intrusted with the disposition; management^ 
or custody thereof, or of any securities, books, or papers, c^ 
property relating to the same, his, her, ot their executors, 
administrators, 'and assigns respectively, shall, upon demand 
made, in pursuance of any order of not less than two trusteed 
and three managers of such institution, or at any general 
meeting of the trustees or managei^ therec^, give in his; her^ 
or their account or accounts to the said trustees or manager^ 
or to such general meeting of such ini^titution, or to sueh 
other person or persons who shall be nominated to receive 

* See Rule Ill.y p. 141. 
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the aamie, to be examined and aDowed or disallowed by the 

said trustees or managers respectively, and shall on the like 

demwd pay over all the monies remaining in his or thei^ 

btpdo^ wd assign and transfer a: deliver all securities and 

effects^ bodes, papers, and property in his or th^r hands oi^ 

CMStody, to such person or persons as the said trustees ot 

iiMiqagers shall appoint ; and in case of any neglect or refusal In case of re* 

to deliver such account, or to pay over such monies, or to p"fcation^ nuiy 

asi^gQ, trandfer, or deliver such securities, efiects, funds, ^ *?*^® ^® ' 

books^ papers, or. property in manner aforesaid, it shall bd sions, 

lawful to and for the trustee or trustees of such institution 

fiHT the time being, to exhibit a petition to the justices of the 

peaee^ at tbeir general or quarter-sessions of the peace for the 

county, riding, division, or place wherein such institution 

ahaUr.be. established, who shall and may proceed thereupon Whomay pro- 

in.a summary way, and make such onler therein, upon ^^/Hy'^;, 

beariiig;^ parties concerned, as to such court in their dis- 

l^^fio^ sb^ seem just, which order shall be final and con^ 

elusive; and all assignments, sales, and transfers made in 

pufsuafice of such order, shall be good and effectual in law 

to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Xlf That the several sums of money belonging to any Money belong^ 
Siftying^. Banks, which the trustees of such Savings^ Bank Banks aMi^ 
p^$(g^timly are authorised to invest under this Act, or under 2*^*f ^^-*° 
^j rules or regulations of any such Savings^ Banks, shall land or Ireland 
be paid "mtoond invesUd in the Bank qf England* or the f^'l'i^t^JJ^ 
Bank of Ireland, as the case may require, in the names qfthe security* 



' -* ThM the capital monies of Sayings' Banks are secured from the 
^(SbHitniis in the fnnds ; fi>r the money thos paid to the account of the 
commiMioners is only as a loan, to be -repaid wtienever required. It is one 
4>f the.^preat advantages which these institutions have been allowed by the 
Legidature, and at very little or no sacrifice of interest a great public benefit 
it €<Me#red. See sect 15, 16, imd 17, pp. 116, 116. 
:- ^ pc^er to :bpen an account with tUe commissioners, acopyofthernles 
must be sent up to the National Debt Office, certified by two trustees or 
managers ; in return, a circular (which see p. 161) is sent from the office, 
JMiosiihg the prescribed forms both for paying in and withdrawing monby. 
As to the mvestment by the commissioDers, see see. 80, p. ISS, and the re- 
maining sections of the Act 
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Commissioners Jbr ihe reduction of the National Debt, aci 

cording to the provisions of this Act, enabling such trustees 

to make investments in the names of the said commissioners, 

and no such sum or sums shall be paid or laid out by the 

trustees of such Savings^ Bank in any other manner, or upon 

any other security whatever, except such sums of moiiejr* 

Qg * « « « • trom time to time shall necessarily remain in tb^ 

hands of the treasurer or treasurers, to answer the exigendes 

Not to prevent thereof: Provided always, that nothing herein contuned shall 

iVcm^witb. restrain or prevent any depositor, or any trustee or trustees 

drawing their acting on behalf of any depositor or depositors of any Friendly 

Savings'"*™ Society, or any charitable or provident instituUon or society, 

Banks. Jrom withdrawing Jrom any such Savings'" Bank any sum 

or sums of money which shall have been deposited by such 

depositor, friendly society, charitable or provident institutioa 

or society, and investing the same in any other securities : 

Bank of Eng* Provided always, That the trustees of any institution already 

land or Ire- established, or which shall take the benefit of this Act in 
land, on re- ' . 

ceiving 60/., manner hereinbefore provided, shall be, and they are hereby 
Ba^ on 'a^ empowered to pay into the banks of England or Ireland, 
count of the as the case may be, any sum or sums of money not h&nsi less 

commissioners ^. /,>. , , - , • - • i? .1. 

for the rednc- than nfty pounds, to the account of the commissioners for the 
tiomd^d^bt "?' reduction of the national debt, upon the declaration^ of the 
place the same trustees of such institution, or any two or more of thein, 
calM^MAe ^^^ ^^^^ monies belong exclusively to the institution for 
FwidfiMribe which such payment is intended to be made, whether sudi 
Savingt.*' monies shall have been deposited therein before the pasang 

of this Act, or thereafter shall be deposited therein, and the 
cashier or cashiers of the Bank of England and Ireland 
. respectively are hereby required to receive all such monies; 
and to place the same into the account raised in the names 
of the said commissioners in the books of the Banks of 
England and Ireland respectively, denominated^* The Fund 
Previous to ^* for the Banks of Savings {^ Provided always, That previous 



* See Rule XIX., p. 146, whereby the treasurer retains the 
until they.amoimt to 200/. 
t See p. U4. 
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to any payment being made into the Banks of England or payment an 
Ireland as aforesaid, the person or persons applying for that produced, and 
purpose, shall in all cases produce to the officer of the said certificate 
commissioners at their office in London or Dublin, as the 
case may be, anorder* under the hands of two of the trus-^ 
UeaqfsiLch institution^ on the account of which such payment 
is toie made, 

XIL Provided, That nothing in this Act contained shall Not to prevent 
extend to prevent the trustees of any Savings^ Bank, already Jecelving*^***" 
established or to be established, receiving any sum or sums money to be 

m 1. 1 • /. o ^ applied in any 

of money from any depositor, for any purpose except to be other manner. 
paid into the Bank to the account of the commissioners for 
redemption of the national debt ; and that it shall be lawful 
for such trustees to apply any such sum or sums of money 
in any other manner for the benefit of the several deposUorSy 
according to the rules and regulations of such Savings* 
Banks respectively*!*, any thing in this Act contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

* See p. 161.* 

I 

t In some Savings' Banks the following Rule is introduced ; and so long 
as it is not abased by making these Banks the pretexts for forming other 
larger establishments, and vrhere the true spirit of the Rule is complied 
with, it undoubtedly will be most useful. 

'' Whereas, by the before recited Act it is provided, ' That whenever the 
sum or sums standing in the name of any depositor shall amount in the whole 
to 8001., principal and interest included, that thenceforth no interest shall 
be payaUe on any such deposit so long as it shall continue to amount to the 
said sum of 200/. ;' and it being therefore necessary to secure the depositors 
against such forfeiture of interest, and to provide for the investment of sonie 
part of the amount of such depositors' accounts from time to time, under 
the sanction of the said recited Act, by which provision is made for the 
receipt of ' any sum or sums of money from any depositor for any purpose 
except to be paid into the Bank of England, to the account of the com- 
miissioners for the reduction of the national debt;' and authority given < to 
apply such sum or sums of money in any other manner for the benefit of. 
the several depositors.' Separate accounts may therefore be opened, sub- 
ject to the judgment and discretion of the managers at their monthly 
meetings, in any particular case submitted to their consideration, in the 
names of such depositors ; and transfers made from time to time of sncU 
snm or snms of money as will purchase one or more pounds in the govern- * 
ment three per cent, stock or annuities, so as to keep the amount of the 
original account of each individual depositor under the sumot 900^; ali 

I 
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Xlllr That in cases where any Banks for Savings hare 
been or shall be established in any town or place, and other 
smaller banks have been or shall be established in the neigh- 
bourhood of such town or place, as branch banks thereof; 
and such branch banks, by their treasurers, have pidd or 
shall pay any sums into the bank in any such town or place 
as a central bank, it shall and may be lawful for the said 
trustees, or any two of them, of any such central bank, to 
pay into the Bank of England or Ireland, in manner pre- 
scribed by this Act, along with the monies belonging to such 
Central bank, or any sum or sums of money belonging to 
and on account of any such branch bank : Proidded always, 
That the treasurer of such branch bank shall certify to the 
treasurer (^suc^ central bank, that the amount contributed 
by any one subscriber iq any such branch bank in any one 
year does not exceed the proportions authorised by this 
act*. 

XIV. That if any order or declaration, produced, to the 
said officer for the purpose of paying monies into the Banks 



which sum orsnms of money shall be laid ont and invested in the names of 
not less than foar of the trustees, for the l>enefit of and at the sole risk of 
the respective depositors for whom soch transfers and investments shall b^ 
niade. And any variation in the price or value of the said government 
stock or annnities, shall be for the entire benefit of such depositor, oi at 
their sole loss, as the case may be. 

'* All depositors for vrhom any investments shall be made under the 
authority of the foregoing Hnle, shall be proportionate proprietors of thi 
stock invested under the trust and management of this institution* The 
interest or dividends thereon shall be credited half yearly in their respective 
accounts ; and if not claimed on or before the 25th of March in every year, 
will be laid out in the purchase of stock for the benefit of the proprielors. 

" The dividend or interest credited to the account of the proprietor will 
be only ll-12tlis of such dividend, the other 1*1 2th being to be retained for 
fbe expense of management. 

^ Any proprietor giving notice on any Monday 6r Friday that It is Ul 
Wiah to have the whole or any part of his stock sold, shall after tWeity^ 
tight days, receive the amount of the current price of such stock, together 
with the interest doe to the last half year, A%e of expense.'* 

See tec. S5, p. 125 ; and sec. S8, p. 126. 

* in ansvrer to an application to Mr. Pratt as to the eitablishmenf cif 
bnweh banks, he pointed out Rule XXVI., which see p.. 148. 
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•f Eoglaiid or Irdaod, to the aoeouat of the said oommis' 
ikmers as aforesaid, shall contain any matter or thing which 
b^ fake or untrue, then and in every wch pase the sua) so. 
pfdd shall be forfeited to the said commissioners. 

XV* *That the said commissioners shall cause all th^. Monies paid in 
QKMiies paid into the Banks of England and Ireland respect Bauk acconut 
lively, aiMl placed to their account, in pursuance of the pror. *^ ^ invested 
tjaiona of this Act, to be invested from time to time under ties or excbe. 
sudi regulations as the said commissioners shall direct, in th^ ^"^'' 
porchaae of bank annuities or exchequer bills, or in either of 
them, in their names, and to be carried to the account herein^ 
before provided; and the interest which shall arise from 
time to time and become due thereon shall in like manner be 
invested in the purchase of government annuities or exche- 
quer bilifi as aforesaid. 

XVI. That on the twentieth day of November one thou- On payroeat 
sand eight hundred and twenty-eight, the interest payable on tbe'iEUui? by 
the receipts issued to the trustees of Savings' Banks by the ? "•.^•••.SL^ 

for the reduction of the national debt shall to account of 



t-t'llMMK "'"^l II 



cease; and that from and after the said twentieth day of fo|j?{Jj|'^3«M> 
November, all receipts issued prior to that day shall carry tion of tbe fi^ 
interest at the rate qf tufo-pence halfpenny per centum per ^^^^^ ^^^^j. 
diem'\' ; and that from and after the twentieth day of Novem^ »hall give a re- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, upon the game, carrying 
payment of any sum or sums of money into the Banks of interest at 2i</. 
England or Ireland, to the account of the said commissioners, diem, charge- 
by the trustees of any Savings' Banks, it shall be lawful for gtockorexcbe- 
the officer or officers of the said commissioners in that behalf, qo^r |>ii^ 
and he and they is and are hereby authorised and empowered names of the 
to issue, upon every such payment bang made, a receipt signed ***^ commis- 
by one of the cashiers of the Governor and Company of the 
Beajk of England or Ireland respecdvely, for the amount of 
auch payment, carrying interest at the rate of two^pencc half- 
penny per centum per diem, from the day of such payment 
inclusive, payable with the principal at the Banks of England 
and Irdand, whenever the same shall be required or drawn 
for in fff*ftTwiPr directed by this Act ; and such receipt shall 

♦ See sec. U., p. 111. t 3/. 16*. O^rf. per cent, per annum. 
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be dated on the day on which the payment of any such eum 
or sums of money shall be made respectively ; and every 
such receipt shall be in such form as shall be from time to 
time directed by the said commissioners; and the principal 
'^ and interest of all sums mentioned in any receipt shall be 

charged and chargeable upon, and the same are hereby charged 
and made payable out of all or any monies standing in any 
account in the names of the said commisaoners. or out of 
any monies produced by the sale of any stock or annuities, 
funds or exchequer bills, standing in their names in the 
books of the Bank of England and Ireland respectively, as 
said commissioners shall from time to time direct. 
Interest doe XVII. That all interest which shall become due and pay- 

mentioned in able upon any sum of money mentioned in any such receipt, 
receipt, to be ^^^ ^^g twentieth day of November and the twentieth day 
half-yearW np of May in every year next after the date of any such receipt, 

Tetnber and ^" ^^^^^ ^ fr^™ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ calculated and computed by the 
soth o^^*J> officer of the said commissioners, and shall in each and every 
aeconnt of year be placed to the credit of the Savings^ Bank on whose ac- 
at adluiona^ ^^^^* ^"7 8uch sum of money was paid within ax weeks from 
principal. such twentieth day of November and the twentieth day of 

May respectively, and shall be carried to and written on the 

account of such Savings^ Banks, and shall become principal, 

and shall from thenceforth carry interest as principal money 

paid into the said Banks of England or Ireland respec* 

tively^ ofi the account of such Savings* Bank ; and a receipt, 

according to such form as the said commissioners shall approve, 

shall be signed by the officer of the said commissioners, and 

shall be issuable by the said officer half-yearly, within six 

weeks after such twentieth day of November and twentieth 

day of May respectively (and such receipts shall bear date 

the twenty-first day of November and twenty-first day of May 

respectively), for the amount of such interest so credited and 

made principal as aforesaid, as if the amount thereof had 

been a payment made by the trustees of such Sayings^ 

No interest on Bank to the account of the said commissioners: Provided 

parts of a always, th^t no interest shall be computed or calculated on the 

pound. fractional part of a pound, or any sum less than a pound, 

of the half-yearly balance standing in the books of the said 
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commissioners on account of any Savings^ Bank on any Interest arit* 
twentieth day of November or twentieth day of May respec- glton/mayiSe 
tively : Provided also, that it shall be lawful for the managers calculated 
and trustees of any such Savings^ Bank, if they shall so think a year, and 
fit, to direct that all interest which shall become due and pay- J?'^|j^**r^5it as 
able to each depositor on any sum of money deposited in such principal. 
Savings^ Bank, shall yearly* ^ or twice in each and every year^ 
be calculated and computed by the trustees of such Savings* 
Sank, or such person or persons as they shall appoint, and 
shall be carried to the credit of the person or persons depositing 
the said sum or sums of money, and shall become principal 
and shall from thenceforth carry interest in all respects as other 
prindpal money deposited in the said banks, or as if the said 
sum of interest, so calculated, had actually been paid to the said 
depomtors, and by them repaid to the s£ud trustee or trustees, 
any law, statute, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

XVIII. That before any trustees of any Savings' Bank Before draw- 
shall make any order or draft for payment, by the said com- ^ustees shalf 

missioners, of any sum or sums of money under this Act, **8" appoint- 

, . . T ment of agent 

the trustees of such Savings' Bank shall make, give, sign, and to recei?e the 

execute an appointment^ under the hands and seals of not ^"^in^Jj^^ 
less than two of such trustees, and the execution of which shall be de- 
shall be attested by two managers of the same Savings' Bank, ^mmission- 
empowering and authorising some person or persons named in ^i^ 
such appointment to be agent or agents for receiving all 
and every such sum and sums of money as such trustees 
shall from time to time require to be paid by such commis- 
doners ; and every such appointment shall be produced, by 
or on. behalf of the person or persons named therein, to the 
officer of the said commissioners fourteen days at least before 
the payment of any sum or sums of money on account of 
such Savings' Bank, and such appointment shall remsun 
deposited in the office of such officer, and efvery suchappoint- 
.ment shall be made in such form, and under such regulations, 
as shall from time to time be directed, or required, or ap- 
proved of by the said commissioners or their officer: It is 

* See Rule VIII., p. 142. t See p. 161. 
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then provided, that the appobtments may be reTo&ed and 

Others granted from time to time, and new app(»ntment to be 

produced to the officer of the said commissioners, by the person 

or persons named in such new appointment, fourteen days at 

least before the payment of any sum or sums of money to the 

person or persons named in such new appointment, and shaH 

remain deposited in the office of such officer. 

S^in^^V/nks X:iX. That it shall and may be lawful for the trustees of 

may draw at any such Savings^ Bank, from time to time (by any draft or 

the wMe or ©"^er in writing, under the hands of any two trustees of such 

any part of Savings'* Bank, attested by two other trustees or managers, 

placed to their or by any two credible witnesses, according to such form as 

account, by ^jj^ ^^ commissioners for the reduction of the national debt 

drafti on com- ... • t i i 

miuionen for shall from time to time direct) to require that the whole or 
the national ^^J P^^ ^^ ^^^ principal sum or sums of money standing in 
debt, which the books of the said commissioners, to the credit of the trus- 
^ned by * tees of such Savings^ Bank respectively, shall be paid to such 
^h t^^t*^ person or persons as such trustee shall from time to time re* 
ratt added quire, being the agent or agents named in some appointoient 
pakTb^^ the* executed under this Act, or the said recited Acts, and lodged 
cashicnof tlie with the officers of the said commisaoners, as her^before 

Bank 

mentioned, and then remmning in forc^ ; and every such 
draft or order shall be addressed to the said commissioners; 
and upon the same being produced to the officer of the said 
commisaoners, the said officer shall, within five days after the 
production thereof, upon the back of such draft or order 
'endorse and sign an order, in such form as shall or may from 
time to time be directed and required by the said commis- 
noners, for the payment of the sum mentioned in the draft 
or order of such trustees, together with the amount of all 
interest due on such sum up to the day immediately pre- 
ceding the day of the date of the order of such officer, and 
which order of such officer, previous to the issuing thereof 
shall be entered and countersigned by the derk or other 
proper <jfficer making such entry, and shall be addressed to 
the cashier of the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England or Ireland, as the case may be ; and such cashiers, 
or one of them, shall, upon the production of such order, 
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pay the sum tnttitioned therein to the perscm or peraont tneoN 
fiolK^ in the draft or order of the said trustees, and th^ 
idgnature of such person or persons, jcuntly or severally, 
shall be a sufficient discharge to the said commissioners, and 
to the said governors and company respectively ; and all 
payments made in pursuance of such drafts or orders re^ 
spectively shall be deemed and taken to be payments made 
hy the said commissioners to the trustees of such Savings* 
Banks respectively, according to the numerical order and 
priority of date in which the original receipts of money 
cteposited on account of such Savings^ Banks respectively, 
diall have been issued to the trustees thereof respectively, 
kk manner hereinbefore mentioned. 

• XX. Provided, that drafts exceeding 30002. shall be 
ngned by not less than four such trustees, and that the sig« 
nature of each four trustees be attested by at least one 
manager of such Savings* Bank, or by some one other credible 
person; and that drafts estceeding 10,0002. not to be paid 
ty die officer of the said commissioners until the expiration 
of fomrteen days after produced. 

* ^XI. Officer not to issue orders bearing the same date 
upon any one day, on account of the same Savings* Banks 
or Friendly Society, fat more than 10,0002. ; trustees ap. 
j w auiij g in person may receive payments of drafts of trustees 
ilMlead of their agents: Provided, that notwithstanding the 
piayiDeiit nade to such trustees or trustee appearing in person, 
ofr the appointment of such person or persons as aforesaid, 
Ae appointment shall remain in full force and virtue until 
looked by the trustees, as hereinbefore mentioned. 

XXII. That within six weeks after the twentieth day of Traatee«, Sec. 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- amoimt^of" 
dred and twenty-eight, the trustees and managers of the "nrpiiw funds, 
diilbrent Savings* Banks already established in England and priate^kme. 
Ireland, shall ascertain ^Atf omotin^ o^M^ fizcrro^^d ^ft^j or 
JkruU of their respective hanks^up to the said twentieth day 
of Nc^mber on^ thousand right hundred and twenty^ight> 
atid shall as soon l^ft^wards as conveniently can be, after 
retaining ftp much therieof as may bfe necessary for or towards 
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then provided, that the appotntments may be rerolced and 

Others granted from ume to time, and new app(»ntment to be 

produced to the officer of the said commissioners, by the person 

or persons named in such new appointment, fourteen days at 

least before the payment of any sum or sums of money to the 

' person or persons named in such new appointment, and shaB 

remain deposited in the office of such officer. 

Sat hlTn^a^nks ^^^* That it shall and may be lawful for the trustees of 

may draw at any such Savings^ Bank, from time to time (by any draft or 

the whole or ^M^er in writing, under the hands of any two trustees of such 

any pan of Savings' Bank, attested by two other trustees or managers, 

placed to their or by any two credible witnesses, according to such form as 

account, by ^^ g^jj commissioners for the reduction of the national debt 

drafts on com- , . ,. • i i i i 

missionen for shall from time to time direct) to require that the whole or 
the natUmal ^^V P^^ ^^ ^^^ principal sum or sums of money standmg in 
debt, which the books of the said commissioners, to the credit of the trus- 
^rsed by * tees of such Savings' Bank respectively, shall be paid to such 

^*if fj®?*f»- person or persons as such trustee shall from time to time re- 

with the inte. '^. , . *^ , , . 

r«tt added quire, being the agent or agents named in some appomtment 

i!atdrh9'\be executed under this Act, or the said recited Acts, and lodged 
cashicnof tlie with the officers of the said commissioners, as her^before 

mentioned, and then remmning in forc^; and every such 
draft or order shall be addressed to the said commissioners; 
and upon the same being produced to the officer of the said 
commissioners, the said officer shall, within five days after the 
production thereof, upon the back of such drdft or order 
'endorse and sign an order, in such form as shall or may from 
dme to time be directed and required by the said commis- 
sioners, for the payment of the sum mentioned in the draft 
or order of such trustees, together with the amount of all 
interest due on such sum up to the day immediately pre- 
ceding the day of the date of the order of such officer, and 
which order of such officer, previous to the issuing thereof, 
shall be entered and countersigned by the clerk or other 
proper <jfficer making such entry, and shall be addressed to 
the cashier of the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England or Ireland, as the case may be ; and such cashiers, 
or one of them, shall, upon the production of such order, 
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pttjf the Bum tntntioned therein to the perscm or peraont ineoN 
fioo^d in' the draft or order of the said trustees, and thd 
idgiiature of such person or persons, jcuntly or severally, 
rilall be a sufficient discharge to the said commissioners, and 
to the said governors and company respectively; and all 
piqrments idade in pursuance of such drafts or orders re^ 
spectively shall be deemed and taken to be payments made 
hy the fuHd commissioners to the trustees of such Savings* 
Banks reilpectively, according to the numerical order and 
priority of date in which the original receipts of money 
deponted on account of such Savings* Banks respectively, 
shall have been issued to the trustees thereof respectively, 
in manner herrinbefore mentioned. 

XX. Provided, that drafts exceeding 50002. shall be 
signed by not less than four such trustees, and that the sigw 
mture <tf each four trustees be attested by at least one 
manager of such Savings* Bank, or by some one other credible 
ptt'son; and that drafts exceeding 10,0002. not to be paid 
H/f^be flfip^ of the said commissioners until the expiration 
of fbartetn dxyw after produced. 

• XXL Officer not to issue orders bearing the same date 
upon liny one day, on account of the same Savings* Banks 
or Friendly SoAety, fcMr more than 10,0002. ; trustees ap- 
fmmg in perscm may receive payments of drafts of trustees 
ilMrtead of their agents : Provided, that notwithstanding the 
papBeok Mde to such trustees or trustee appearing in person, 
ofr die appointment of such person or persons as aforesaid, 
Ae app mnt ment shall remain in full force and virtue until 
looked by the trustees, as herrinbefore mentioned. 

XXII, That within six weeks after the twentieth day of Traatee«, &c. 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- amonnt^of 
dred and twenty-eight, the trustees and managers of the "nrphw fundi, 
dtflfarent Savings* Banks already established in England and priate bkme. 
Ireland, shall ascertain the ctmount of the mcreeised stocks or 
Jkndi cf^iheir respective banlcsy up to the said twentieth day 
ofNattntber on^ thousand aght hundred and twenty-eight> 
atid shall as soon ait^wards as conveniently can be, after 
retaining ftp much therieof as may be necessary for or towards 
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the future purposes and mauagement of the said Savings* 
Banks respectively, appropriate tlie same in the manner 
provided for by their respective rules and regulations, made 
before the pasnng of this Act ; or in the event of no pro- 
vision having been made by such rules and regulations, then 
in such manner as the trustees or managers, or the major 
part of them, assembled at any general meeting to be con- 
vened according to the respective rules and regulations of 
such Savings' Banks, shall think fit and proper, any thmg 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
From 20tli XXIII* And be it further enacted, that in all cases where 

Nov. 1828, thg joint stock or property of any Savings' Bank, ariung 
transferred to from deposits made under this or any former Act, shall, 
fT^^ucSon fr^°* *^^ *f^^ ^^ twentieth day of November one thousand 
of rrational eight hundred and twenty-eight, be increased by the interest 

received beyond the rate of interest payable to the depositors, 
by the rules and regulations of such Savings' Banks, or by 
any other means the said trustees or managers, q/ier de- 
ducting aU stick expenses as they may deem proper^ shaUt 
within six months after the twentieth day of November in 
each year J ascertain, certify, and pay over to the said commis- 
sioners the amotiiU of such increased stock and property, 
reserving such portion as may appear necessary to meet cur- 
rent expenses ; and the amount of such surplus, which shall 
be ascertained, certified, and paid over (after such deduction 
as aforesaid), shall be discharged from the account of sudi 
Savings' Banks, standing in the books of the said commis- 
sioners; and the said commissioners shall keep a separate 
and distinct account of such surplus, so discharged from the 
account of the said Savings' Banks respectively as aforesaid, 
and apply the same in such manner, and under such regu- 
lations, from time to time, as any other monies under the 
Snbject to provisions of this Act : Provided always, that it shall and 
claim of trus- may be lawful Jbr the trustees or managers of the said 

respective Savings* BanJcs to claim and receive ^ andjrtmi 
the said commissioners (who are hereby required to pay the 
same upon such certificate as they may appoint), for the. 
purposes of the institution, any sum of money equal to jtbe. 
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whole or any part of the principal monies which may have 
been so discharged from the account of such Savings^ Banks 
aa aforesaid. 

XXIV. That from and ^fter the twentieth day of Novem* From 20th 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, the i^J/^gf ptv* 
interest payable to depositors by the trustees or manairers of abletodepo- 

aifrArs nnt ffk 

any Savings'* Bank shall not exceed the rate of two pence exceed 2i<f. 

farthincT per centum per diem*. P®*" ^"t"™ 

^ /^ • i_ i» perdicm. 

XXV. That m case the trustees or managers of any such savings of mi- 
institution shall receive, or shall have received any deposit of ?<>" ^^J ^ 
money from, or for the benefit of any person under the age * - 
of twenty-one years'^, it shall be lawful for the trustees or 
managers of such institution to pay such person his or her 

share and interest in the funds of such institution ; and the 
receipt of such person shall be a sufficient discharge, not- 
withstanding his or her incapacity or disability in law to act 
for him or herself. 

XXVI. And whereas, deposits in Savings^ Banks may Payment to 
have been made by married women, without notice that they women of de- 
are married women, and deposits may have been made and P<^*** '"?<^« ^7 

tiiem when 

may be made by women who may have afterwards married ; declared to be 
be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the trustees in ^^^^^' 
any Savings^ Bank to pay any sum of money in respect of 
amy such deposit to a»y such woman, unless the husband of 
such woman, or his representatives, shall give to such trus- 
tees notice of such marriage, and shall require payment to 
be made to him or them. 

. XXVII. That from and after the twentieth day of No* Charitable so- 
vember one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, it Sv^unrasnot 
shall and may be lawful for the trustees or treasurers of any exceeding 
charitableX or providerit institution or society in England Dam, nor ex'- 

or Ireland, or charitable donation or bequest, for the main^ ceeding sao/. 
' . i. . . m the whole, 

tenance, education, or benefit of the poor, from tune to tune 

to subscribe any part of the funds of such institution or so- 

dety into the funds of any Savings^ Banks, if the trustees or 

* jSZ, 8«. 5 id, per cent per ann. See a Table of Interest, calculated at 
this rate, p. 166 and following pages. See also Rules of a Savings' Bank, 
No. Vlll., p. 142. 

t See Rule XIV., p. 144. t S«e Rule X., p. 14». 
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Persons il- any person or persons acting as trustee or trustees* on be? 

scribe as'trns^ ^^ ^^ ^^Y <lepositor or depositors, whether such person or 

tees on behalf persons is or are himself or themselves a depositor or de- 

whether trns- positors or not, any sum or sums not exceeding the annual 

!!f--.V5« *'®™' amount hereinafter mentioned ; Provided that such trustee 

selves deposi* 

tors or not. or trustees shall make such declaration on behalf of such 
depositor or depositors, and subject to the like conditions as 
by this Act is required in the case of any person or persons 
inaking any deposit on his or her own account, and all de- 
Deposits to be posits made by any such trustee or trustees shall be inserted 'm 
joint names, the books of such Savings^ Bank in the joint names of sndi 

trustee or trustees, and of the person or persons on whose 
Receipt of account such sum shall be so deposited ; and the receipt and 
trustees, Ac, receipts of such trustee or trustees, or the survivors of them, 
or the executors or administrators of any sole trustee or 
surviving trustee with or without the receipt of the person 
or persons on whose account such sum may have been de- 
posited shall be a good and valid discharge to the trustees 
or managers of the institution. 
Subscribers to XXXIV. *|- That it shall not be lawful for any person or 
Bank^shalfnot P^^'^^® who shall have made any deposit in, or any sub- 
subscribe to scription to, or who shall be entitled to any benefit from the 
Junds of any Savings' Bank, to make any deposit in or to 
subscribe any sum into the Jiinds of any other Savifigi, 
Bank, or to open any new account in the said Savings 
Bank ; and that every person desirous of making any de- 
posit in, or any subscription to any Savings^ Bank, shall, at 
the time of making the first deposit in any Savings^ Batik, 
and at such other time or times as such depositor shall be 
Proviso in required so to do by the trustees or managers of any such 
under seven Savings' Bank, sign, either by themselves, or in case of 
years. infants under the age of seven years, by some person to be 

approved by the trustees or managers, or by such other 
Declaration to person as they shall appoint, a declaration:^, in such form as 
the time of shall be directed or approved of by the commissioners or 
subscription, ^ther proper officer, that the person or persons on whose be- 
half any such first deposit or subscription shall be required 

* See Rule XIIL, p. 143. t See Rule XV., p. 144. X See p. 154. 
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to be made, is not or are not entitled to any deposit, or 
any such subsequent deposit or subscription in, or any 
benefit from, the funds of any Savings^ Bank other than 
that into which such deposit or subscription shall be made, 
or any other funds iii the said Savings^ Bank ; and in case 
any such d^laradon shall not be true, or if any person shall 
at any time have or hold or be possessed of any deposit or funds 
in more than one Savings^ Bank within the United Kingdom, 
every such shall forfeit and lose all right and title to any de- ?f°*l*y ?° 
posit in or to any funds of any and every such Savings^ tiou, forfeiture 
Bank; and the managers and trustees of such Savings^ thetmklns^ 
Bank shall, and they are hereby required in such case to fund. 
close the account of such depositor, and to cause the sum or 
sums so forfeited to be forthwith paid into the Bank of 
England, or Bank of Ireland, as the case may be, to the 
account of the commissioners standing in the books of the 
Governor and Company of the said banks respectively, un- 
der the title of ^^ The Account of the Commissioners for ap- 
*^ plying certain sums of money annually to the reduction 
**' of the national debt ;^ and the cashier or cashiers of the 
said governor and company is and are hereby required to 
recdive all such sums, and to place the same to the said 
account, to be applied in like manner as all other money 
placed to the said account; and every such declaration*' so 
made shall be filed and kept and preserved by the trustees Declaration 
of every such Savings' Bank ; and a printed notice of such * * e « • 
regulation and prohibition shall be affixed in the ofiice or Notice of such 
place appointed for the receiving of deposits to any Savings' to*be affixed^* 
Bank, in such form as the said commissioners or their proper ^ office* 
<ifficer shall from time to time direct or require, or approve. 
XXXV. That from and after the twentieth day of No- 
vember, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, it Deposits of 
phall not be lawful for the trustees of any Savings' Bank to Juor^shall no?" 
receive from any one present or future depositor any sum or ^^^^^^ *®^- "* 

sums exceeding thirty poundsf in the whole, exclusive of nor beyond 

150/. in the 

♦ See p. 154. whole. 

t See Rule IX., p. 142. I liave heard doubts raised on the reading of 
this clause ; it seems to me to allow a depositor to pay in 30/. a year, hetidet 
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compound interest, in any one year ending on the twentietli 

day of November, nor to receive from any depoator any 

sum or sums of money whatever, which shaQ make the sum 

io which such depositor shcil be entitled exceed the sum of 

When 8Qm 150/. in the whole : Provided always, that whenever the 

^oraui.6 sum or sums standing in the name of any depositor sbatt 

passiog of th:i amount in the whole to SOO/., principal aiid interest included, 

that thenceforth no interest shall be payable on any sudi 
deposit, so long as it shall continue to amount to the sud 
sum of 200i 

XXXVI. Not to prevent the trustees from paying interest 
to any depositor whose deposit amounted or exceeded the 
sum of SOO/. at the passing of the Act. 
Kp!;r' XXXVII. Provided, that the said trustees shall not 

to receive ' 

fresh depostu receive from any ^uch depositor any fresh or addition^ 

whMe d^°it8 deposit, so long as the sum or sums to which such depo- 
amount to gj^oj. ^i^^]\ ^e entitled shall amount to or exceed the sum 

of 150^. 
Depositors XXXVIII. That it shall be lawful for any depomfor; 

their deposits, ^^ter having withdrawn any sum or sums of money from and 
and again sub- Q^t of any Savings' Banks, to re-deposit in any such Sa* 

«cnbe, provi- , •' , . . , 

•ded the snm vmgs' Bank, at any time or times within any one year, 
-«nryeaVex-"^ reckoning from the twentieth day of November, uny sum oi 
ceed $0/. sums of money, provided such sum or sums of money re^ 

deposited, and any previous deposit or deposits whidi shaH 
have been made by such depositor in the course of the yei^) 
taken together, shall not exceed at any time in such yea^ th^ 
sum of 307., additional principal money bearing interest i 
and the trustees and managers of Savings' Banks are hereby 
prohibited from receiving from any depositor any sum of 
sums which shall make the said depositor entitled at the eod 
o{ such year to more than the said additional sum of 801 
-within twelve calendar months, reckoning from the twentieth 
day of November, as aforesaid. 



interest, nntil the deposit amounts to 150^. ; bnt when the sum to which the 
depositor is entitled amonntt to that sum, either as principal or intereH, he 
^aonotmake any further deposit— See sec. 37. 
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XX^IX. That At any time after the passing of this Deposiu my 
Act it «hall and. way be lawful for any depositor in amjf fromone^a" 
Savimgif* Bank to withdraw* from such Savings^ Bank the vingV Bank to 
wMe of bis of her deponts and interests thereon at any. another. 
one time (but not in parts or shares), for the purpose of 
investing the same in any other Savings'* Bank ; and in such 
one it fihaU be lawful for the trustees or managers of any 
foeh Sft^ngB^ Bank, from which such depont shall be in* 
tended to be withdrawn, or any one or more of them, and 
tbey ane hereby required to grant to any such depositor a 
eerti4eate under the hands of such one or more trustee or 
tniitees, manager or managers respectively, attested by the 
saeretary or actuary of such Savings^ Bank, and such cerii^ Trustees may 
Jkaie shall state the whols amount of the deposit and interest grant certifi. 

\^ _ • . , cateofamouttt 

iue #0 euai depositor m such Savmgs^ Bank, and shall be due to depo* 
in such form as shall be directed or approved of by the ^^^^^^ 
oommisaonersfor the reduction of the national debt or their 
officer ; and upon the production of such certificate, signed 
as hereinbefiDre directed, to the trustees or managers of the 
Sariii^^ Bank into which such deposit and interest is in- 
tended ijolo^ removed, the person applying shall, and he or 
she is herel^ required to endorse his or her name oh ike back who is to en. 
rf 9uA certificate in the presence of one or more of the ^n'ta^^T'"* 
trustees or 'managers of such Samngs^ Banky and such certificate. , 
endorsement shall be attested by one of such trustees or 
managers; and if sueh trustee or trustees, pr manager or 
managers, shall be satisfied that such certificate is authentic, 
and that no abuse is intended thereby, it shall and may be 
lawful for the trustees or managers of such Savings^ Bank to 
recave the sum specified in such certificate, and to place the 
tame to the account of the p^son therein described in the 
books of euch Savings'* Bank, any thing in this Act to the 
ifidntrary thereof notwithstanding: Provided always, that pr^yioosto 
previous to such investment a like declaration shall be mad^ investment 
by the perscm applying to make such depoat, as is required nSte declara. 
in other cases of making deposits in Savings' Banks accord- tion. 



• See Rule XVIII., p. WO. 
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Depositor 
dying leaving 
a 8om not ex- 
ceeding 60/. 
probate or 
administra- 
tion to be 
taken out. 



Whole estate, 
&c., of depo- 
sitors not 
exceeding 
60/. no stamp 
duty charge- 
able. 



Certi6cate of 
amount and 
valne of de- 
positor's in- 
terest to be 
produced on. 
claiming pro- 
bate, &c. 



ing to the provisions contained in this Act, and such person 
shall be conudered in all respects as an original subscriber to 
such Savings'* Bank, and shall be liable to all such rules, 
r^ulations, and restrictions, as an original subscriber to such 
bank. 

XL. That in case any depositor in the funds of any insti« 
tution taking the benefit of this Act shall die*, leaving any 
sum or sums of money in the said funds, or any dividends 
or interest due thereon, belonging to him or her at the time 
of his or her death, exceeding in the whole the sum qfjiftjf 
pounds^ the same shall not be paid to any person or persons 
as representative or representatives of such depositor, but 
upon^the probate of the will of the deceased depositor, or let- 
ters of administration of his or her estate and e£Pects: Pro- 
vided always, that where the whole estate or effects of any 
such deceased depositor, for or in respect of which any pro- 
bate or letters of administration respectively shall be granted, 
shall not exceed the value of fifty pounds, no stamp duty 
shall be chargeable thereon, nor upon any legacy or reddue 
or pai't thereof bequeathed, nor upon any share or part of 
the estate or effects to be p^d or distributed by or under 
such probate or letters of administration : Provided also, 
that in every such case, the person or persons claiming such 
probate or letters of administration free from stamp duty 
under this Act, shall exhibit to the court or p^son baviog 
authority to grant the probate or letters of administra* 
tion in such case a certificate-f of the amount and value of 
the share and interest which the deceased depositinr had in 
the funds of the said institution, which certificate shall be 
granted in such form and manner as shall have been settled 
by the rules or regulations of the institutions respectively^ 
and shall be signed or testified by such person or persons, as 
shall be directed therein ; and every such certificate shall be 
taken and received by the court or person having authority 
to grant such probate or letters of administration, as evidence 
of the amount and value of the shares and interests of the de-» 
ceased depositor in the funds of the said institution. 



• See Rule XXIV., p. 147. 



t See p. 147. 
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XLI.' That in all cases ^here the whole estate and effects AdmUiiitra- 
of any deceased depositor, for or in respect of which letters ^c^foT^ecu 
of administration shall be granted, shall not exceed the value of depotitor 
of fifty pounds sterling, no stamp duty shall be chargeable 50;. exempted 
upon the bond required to be given by the administrators fro^n^tomp 
for the due administration of the effects of such deceased 
depo»tor, nor upon any affidavit or document leading to or 
connected with such administration; but that every such 
bond and affidavit shall be exempted from stamp duty, in 
Uke manner and under the like regulations as are provided 
in and by this Act with respect to such letters of administra^- 
tion 2 Provided always, that in case any depointor in the Where the ef* 
funds of any such institution shall die, leaving a sum of gon dyin^^nr* 
money in the said fund which,' with tlie interest thereon, testate shall 
shall not exceed in the whole fifty pounds, it shall be lawful 50/. the same 
for the trustees or managers of such institution, and they are d«?iiccordhic 
hereby authorised and permitted, in case such trustees or to the rules of 
managers shall be satisfied that no will was made and left by ^cc. ^ " "' 
such deceased depositor, and that no letters of administration 
will be taken out of the goods and chattels of such depositor, 
io pay the same at any time after the decease of such depo^ 
sUor, according to the rules and regulations of the said 
institution ; and in the event of there beine no rules and In the event 
r^ulations made in that behalf, then the swd trustees or &c"tiien^ac- 
managers are hereby authorised and permitted to pay and cording to 
divide the same to and amongst the person or persons enti< distributions. 
tied to the elkcts of the deceased intestate, according to the 
siaiute qfdistribntiotis. 

' ' XLII. That payments to persons appearing to the trus- 
tees or managers to be the next of kiii shall be valid ; 
neverthdeas, the next of kin or representatives to have re- 
medy for such money so paid as aforesaid against the person 
oir persons who shall have received the same. 

XLIII.' That payment of money to persons having any Payments mw 
letters of administrators or probate of any 'such will or testa- ^f ^||g^ ^^^ 
mentary disposition, though afterwards repealed, shall be valid, afterwards re- 

XLIV. That no power, warrant, or letter of attorney be valid, 
granted by any trustees under the Act, or given by any 

K 
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dqxisitor, nor any draft or order, nor any appointment of 

any agent or agents, nor any certificate or other instrument 

for the revocation of any such appcnntment, nor any other 

instrument or document whatever required or authorised to 

be ^ven, issued, signed, made, or produced in pursuance of 

this A^t, shall be subject or liable to or charged with any 

stamp duty or duties whatsoever. 

Where dis. XLV. That if any dispute* shall arise between any sueh 

P"*^ **jj^ institution, or any person or persons acting under them, and 

referred to any individual depositor therein, or any executor, adminis- 

Snd i^cwe V ^™^^''' "^^^ ^^ ^""^ ""^ ^'•^di^"'' ^f a»y deceased depositor, 
fheir not or any person claiming to be such executor, administrator, 

»mled"by bar. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^9 ^^ creditor, then and in every such case the 
rister. matter so in dispute shall be referred to the arbitration of 

two indi£Perent persons ; one to be chosen and appointed by 
the trustees or managers of such institution and the other 
by the party with whom the dispute arose ; and in case the 
arbitrators so appointed shall not agree, then such matter in 
dispute shall be rrferred in writing to the barrister at law 
so to be appointed by the said commissioners as aforesaid, 
who shall receive a fee of not more than one guinea ; and 
whatever award, order, or determination shall be made by 
the said arbitrators, or by the said barrister,, shall be bind-^ 
ing and conclusive on all parties, and shall be final to all 
intents and purposes, without any appeal; and the said 
award, order, or determination shall declare by whom the 
said fee payable to the said barrister shall be paid; and no 
Sabmistiofa, submission to, or award, order, or determination of the said 
tj^st^pdutl! a*i^>^tors, or of the said barrister, shall be subject or liable 

to or charged with any stamp duty or duties whatever. 
Sivings'Banks XLVI. And for the more eJBTectually ascertaining from 
shall make up ^^q ^o time the actual and progressive state of the sevend 
connto of their Savings^ Banks respectively, it is enacted, that the trustees 
1^22^1^^^ or managers of any Savings^ Banks shall annually cause a 
balance, and in general statementf of the funds of such Savings^ Bank, in-^ 

* See Rule XXV., p. 148. 

f See Rule XXII., p. 147. See thU statement^ pp. 162, IM. 
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vested in the Bank of England or the Bank of Ireland, in whose hand§,' 
the names of the commissioners for the reduction of the J^ch acconnts 
national debt, to be prepared up to the twentieth day of to the commis- 

. • u • xu 1. 1 • • I sionere for the 

November m each year, showing the balance or principal rednctionof 
sum due to all the depositors collectively in such Savings' **»« na^iona* 
Bank, and a statement of the expenses incurred, and stating 
in whose hands such balance shall then be remaining ; and 
every such annual statement shall be attested by two mana- 
gers or two trustees, or by one manager and one trustee, of 
6udi Savings' Bank ; and every such annual statement shall 
be countersigned by the secretary or actuary of such Savings' 
Bank ; and all such annual statements shall be transmitted 
to the office of the said commissioners for the reduction of 
the national debt in London or Dublin (as the case may be) 
within eix weeks after the twentieth day of November in each 
year; and in case the trustees of any such Savings' Bank iftrosteetof 
shall neirlect or refuse to make out and transmit such account Savings'Banki 

o , , . neglect to de- 

as aforesaid, or m case any such trustees shall at any time liver snch re- 
neglect or refuse to obey any orders or directions given by obl^'ordere of 
the said commissioners, or through their officer, pursuant to commission- 
the directions of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the gjoners 
said commissioners to close the account of the trustees of such J?*y *^****® 
Savings' Bank, and to discontinue the keeping any further &c. 
account with the trustees of such Savings' Bank, and to di- 
rect that no further sum shall be received at the Bank of 
England or at the Bank of Ireland from the trustees of such 
Savings' Bank, to the account of the said commissioners, 
until such time as such commissioners shall think fit : Pro- 
vided always, that it n\,ay be lawful for the said commission- 
ers to re-open such account, and to allow the growing Accounts may 
interest of such account during the time of such discontinu- *>® re-opened, 
ance, and to authorise the receipt of money at the Banks of 
England or Ireland, whenever such commissioners shall 
think fit to do so, upon such trustees complying with the 
directions of such commissioners 'or thrir officer. 

XL VII. That the trustees or managers of every such AdapUcati^of 
Savings' Bank shall cause a duplicate of every such annual shall beaffixed 
statement, accompanied by a list of the trustees and managers »" the oflSce of 
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from time to time, shall Constitute and form part of the funds 
belonging to the said commissioners, on account of the said 
Savings^ Banks, and shall be subject to the same provisions 
and to the same and the like purposes as all other capital 
stocks and dividends standing in their names on the said ac- 
count shall and may be subject and liable to ; and the accounts 
ant-general of the said governor and company shall, within 
five days after such entry shall have been made as aforesaid, 
certify to the said commissioners the amount of the three 
pounds per centum annuities so placed upon thdr said ac- 
counts under the provisions of this Act. 
I'beconp. LI. That the comptroller-general, or as^stant-comp- 

to certify u> troUer, acting under the said commissioners, shall, at the 
the treasurer, gnj ^f every quarter of the year in which such exehequ^ 

quarterly, the •' ^ •' * , 

amount of bills shall have been purchased by or on account of the said 
uitereT "pahl commissioners as aforesaid, certify to the lords commission's 
for exchequer of His Majesty^s Treasury the amount of the prindpal and 

interest paid for the same (and also the amount and descrip- 
tion of three pounds per centum annuities, which might have 
been purchased with such principal and interest, estimated 
at the quarterly average price of three pounds per centum 
annuities as the aforesaid) ; and thereupon it shall and may 
be lawful for the said lords commissioners of His Majesty^s 
Treasury, or any three or more of them, and they are hereby 
authorised and required by warrant under their hands from 
time to time, to order and direct the said governor and 
company of the Bank of England to direct their accountant- 
general to enter and place to the credit of the said commis- 
sioners, upon the account standing in their names in the 
books o{ the said bank, under the title of " The Fund for 
" the Banks for Savings,'' the amount of the three pounds 
per centum consolidated or reduced annuities (as the case may 
be) contained from time to time in every such certificate; 
the first half-yearly payment of the dividends whereof shall 
commence from the day on which the last half-yearly 
dividends were due and payable on the said three pounds per 
centum consolidated or reduced annuities, as the case may be. 



i 
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LI I. That the three pounds per centum annuities, which s/. per ceotom 
shall be created from time to time by the purchase of ex- Jed by'Se"*' 
chequer IhUs under and by virtue of this Act, shall be parcha*fevf 
deemed and taken to be, and shall from time to time be bills under UiU 
added to, and shall form part of the capital of the three «f*<obf. 
pounds per centum consolidated or reduced annuities (as the upon tbe con- 
case may be) transferable at the Bank of England, and the »«'»^a^edfund. 
dividends arising thereon shall, as the same shall become due, 
be charged upon and be payable out of, and the same are 
hereby made chargeable upon, the consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

LIII. That it shall and may be lawful for the said com- Exchequer 
mission^rs to cause all or any part of the exchequer bills li^gred to the " 
fMUchaaed by them or on their account, under the provisions paymaster of 
of this Act, to be delivered to the paymasters of exchequer bfus to ile'can- 
bills, to be cancelled within five days after the expiration of ceWed,&c. 
the quarter of the year in which such bills shall have been so 
purchased ; and the said paymasters are in such case hereby 
required, upon the delivery thereof, to cancel the same 
fiooordingly: and it shall and may be lawful for the said 
commissioners to exchange from time to time any part of such 
exchequer bills, not so delivered to be cancelled, for new 
Ulls of the like amount (if they shall deem it expedient to do 
flo), according to the usual course of the exchequer, any 
thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary thereof in any- 
ynae notwithstanding. 

LI V. That it shall and may be lawful for the sidd com- Commission- 
missioners, and they are hereby authorised and empowered, a'^^.^Vfli,. 
to sell from time to time, if they shall deem it expedient, any bank annni- 
part of the said bank annuities which shall be standing ^^^^* 
in their names in th^ books of the Bank of England and 
Irdand respectively, in pursuance of the said recited Acts 
or this Act, and to apply the whole or any part of the 
monies produced by such sale or sales in the purchase of 
exchequer bills, in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and provisions, as any other monies are autho- 
rised by this Act to be so invested by the said commissioners. 
LV. That it shall and may be lawful for the said com- 
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Tremry miy misffloncrs, or for the proper officer or officers of the said 
qoer bUb on commissioiiers, from time to time to make application to the 
applicatton of lord high treasurer, or to the commis^oners of His Majesty^ 
forther«d«c- Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire* 
trmOd^*^"** land, stating and certifjring what sum of money may be 
/or pnynenu required for 9aii8fylmg any demands which ^uiUJrom time 
^^^'"«»' to time be made upon the said commissioners Jbr the reducr 
turn of the national debt^ by the trustees of any Satfings* 
Bank or Friendly Society in England or Ireland; and 
thereupon it shall and may be lawful for the lord high trea* 
surer, or commissioners of the said Treasury, or any three <^ 
them, in case they shall think fit and proper so to do, by 
warrant under their hands, to cause or direct any number pf 
exchequer bills to be made out at the receipt of His Ma* 
jesty's Exchequer in Great Britain, for such sum or sums of 
money as shall be from time to time stated and cer^ed in 
any such application of the said commissioners, or th^ 
officer or officers, under the direction of the said commis- 
sioners, or for any part of any such sum or sums ; and such 
exchequer bills shall be made out in the same or like man- 
ner, form, and order, and according to the same or like rules 
and directions as are prescribed and directed, in and by an 
48th Geo. III. Act made in the forty^eighth year of the reign <^ His late 
^' *• Majesty King George the Third, intituled, " An Act for 

^^ regulating the issuing and paying of exchequer bills.^ 
Banks may LVI. That it shall and may be lawful for the governor 

™an*Les*t1)'com- «°^ company of the Bank of England and Bank of Ireland 
iDuwioners for respectively, from time to time to advance to the said com- 
ofUienadoiial missioners for the reduction of the national debt such sum 
debt upon ^^ sums of money, on the credit of such exchequer bill or 
quer bills. bills issued to or purchased by the commisnoners, under, the 
provisions of this Act as aforesaid, at such time or times, and 
under such regulations, for the purposes of this Act, as shall 
be agreed upon by the smd commissioners and the said go- 
vernor and company of the Banks of England and Ireland 
respectively, and at such times as the said commissioners 
shall from time to time require; any law or statute; to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 
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LVII. That the principal sum of every such exchequer How such ex- 
bill which shall have been issued to the said commissioners gtolJ^'^^d 

upon thar application for the purposes hereinbefore directed. ^^ by com- 
j 1. 1 ijiiiii 1 mweioners for 

and upon which any sum of money shall have been so ad- redaction of 
vanced by the governor and company of the Banks of Eng- ? k^*^"** 
land or of Ireland respectively, under the provisions of this 
Act) shaU) together with all interest due thereon, be dis- 
charged from time to time by the said commisaoners for the 
reduction of the national debt, in such portions as the said 
cbmmisflioners shall deem fit and expedient, with and out of 
any m<mies invested from time to time by the trustees of any 
Savings^ Banks or Friendly Societies in England or Ireland 
respectively, and carried to the credit of the siud commis- 
siooers m account of any such Savings^ Banks or Friendly 
Societies,' or by the sale of any bank annuities, or with and 
out of the monies or funds commonly called the sinking fund, 
standing in the names of the said commissioners in the books 
of the governor and company of the Banks of England or 
Irdand respectively, or by all or either of such means of re- 
payment as the said commissioners shall deem most proper 
and convenient ; and that immediately upon any such pay- 
ment being made by the said commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt, exchequer bills to the amount of the 
principal sum so paid off and discharged shall be delivered 
up to the said commissioners by the governor and company 
of the Bank of England or Bank of Ireland respectively ; 
and the said commissioners shall forthwith cause the said 
exchequer bills to be delivered to the paymaster of exchequer 
bills, to be cancelled ; Provided always, that whenever the RegnUitioiis 
principal sum of any such exchequer bill or bills shall have T'.^^ *"^'' 
been discharged and paid off by any sum or sums of money off by adyan- 
advanced from the »nking fund, and under the provisions gi^^^iSn'im 
of this Act, the said commissioners shall cause their agent 
or proper officer to transfer from any account standing in 
the names of the said commissioners in the books of the go* 
vemor and company of the Bank of England, or from any 
accounts standing in their liames in the books of the Bank of ^ 
Ireland, under or by virtue of this Act, or of any Act or 
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TrcMory miy misffloncrs, or for the proper officer or (Risers of the said 
qoKer bUbon commissbners, from time to time to make application to the 
appU^tkm of lord high treasurer, or to. the commimoners of His Majesty^i 
forther«d«c- Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
li**" ?d^*^"*' ^^^^9 stating and certifying what sum of money may be 
for frtiynenu required Jbr soAsfymg any demands which shall yrom time 
^^vings' ^ ^^^^ j^ made upon the said commissioners Jbr the reducj 
Hon of the national debt, by the trustees qf any Savings^ 
Bank or Friendly Society in England or Ireland; and 
thereupon it shall and may be lawful for the lord high trea- 
surer, or commissioners of the said Treasury, or any three oi 
them, in case they shall think fit and proper so to do, by 
warrant under their hands, to cause or direct any number pf 
exchequer bills to be made out at the receipt of His Ma- 
jesty's Exchequer in Great Britain, for such sum or sums of 
money as shall be from time to time stated and certified in 
any such application of the said commissioners, or their 
officer or officers, under the direction of the said commis- 
sioners, or for any part of any such sum or sums; and such 
exchequer bills shall be made out in the same or like man- 
ner, form, and order, and according to the same or like rules 
and directions as are prescribed and directed, in and by aa 
48th Geo. III. Act made in the forty^ighth year of the reign of His late 
^' *• Majesty King George the Third, intituled, " An Act for 

^^ regulating the issuing and paying of exchequer bills.^ 
Banks may LVI. That it shall and may be lawful for the governor 

™ance*tocom- ^°^ company of the Bank of England and Bank of Ireland 
iDunioners for respectively, from time to time to advance to the said com- 
ofthenatioiial missioners for the reduction of the national debt such sum 
snoh exch - ®^ sums of money, on the credit of such exchequer bill or 
quer bills. bills issued to or purchased by the commisnoners, under, the 
provisions of this Act as aforesaid, at such time or times, itmd 
under such regulations, for the purposes of this Act, as shall 
be agreed upon by the said commissioners and the said go- 
vernor and company of the Banks of England and Ireluid 
respectively, and at such times as the said commissipners 
^hall from time to time require; any law or statute; to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 
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w 

LVII. That the principal sum of every such exchequer How such ex- 
bill which shall have been issued to the said commissioners ^jj't^'^paici 

upon their application for the purposes hereinbefore directed, ^^ ^y com- 
j \' t i. 1 n I 1 -, mtMioncTS for 

and upon which any sum of money shall have been so ad- reduction of 
vanced by the governor and company of the Banks of Eng- Jt^^*^"** 
land or of Ireland respecdvely, under the provisions of this 
Act, shall, together with all interest due thereon, be dis- 
charged from time to time by the said commissioners for the 
reduction of the national debt, in such portions as the said 
commissioners shall deemi fit and expedient, with and out of 
any monies invested from time to time by the trustees of any 
Sayings^ Banks or Friendly Societies in England or Ireland 
respectively, and carried to the credit of the said commis- 
sioners on account of any such Savings^ Banks or Friendly 
Societies,' or by the sale of any bank annuiUes, or with and 
but of the monies or funds commonly called the sinking fund, 
standing in the names of the said commissioners in the books 
of the governor and company of the Banks of England or 
Ireland respectively, or by all or either of such means of re* 
payment as the said commissioners shall deem most proper 
and convenient ; and that immediately upon any such pay- 
ment being made by the said commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt, exchequer bills to the amount of the 
principal sum so paid off and discharged shall be delivered 
up to the said commissioners by the governor and. company 
of the Bank of England or Bank of Ireland respectively; 
and the said commissioners shall forthwith cause the said 
exchequer bills to be delivered to the paymaster of exchequer 
bills, to be cancelled ; Provided always, that whenever the RegnUiHoiis 
principal sum of any such exchequer bill or bills shall have JJj^^Jl"*^'' i ^ 
been discharged and paid off by any sum or sums of money off by advan- 
advanced from the anking fund, and under the provisions JSjiJ|^*ft[^S. 
o( this Act, the said commisaoners shall cause their agent 
or proper officer to transfer from any account standing in 
the names of the said commissioners in the books of the gcu 
vetnor and company of the Bank of England, or from any 
accounts standing in their names in the books of the Bank of , 
Ireland, under or by virtue of this Act, or of any Act or 
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Acts relating to Savings^ Banks or Friendly Sodeties, as the 
case may be, into the account standing in the names o( the said 
commissioners in the books of the Bank of England or Bank 
of Ireland respectively, under the title of ** the account of 
the commissioners appointed by Act of Parliament for 
applying certain sums of money annually to the reduction 
*^ of the national debt,^ such an amount of stock as shall 
produce, by computation, the principal sum and interest of 
all such exchequer bills so paid off and discharged ; and the 
said computations shall be made by the proper officer or aflS- 
cers of the said commissioners, according to the price at which 
such stock shall have been purchased by the said commis- 
«oners on the day of transferring the said amount of stock as 
aforesaid ; and upon every such transfer of stock being made 
as hereinbefore directed, the accountant-general of the go- 
vernor and company of the Bank of England or Bank of 
Ireland respectively shall thereupon transmit to the office of 
the said commissioners for the reduction of the national debt 
a certificate of every such transfer, containing the amount 
and description of stock so transferred. 
Commission- LVIII. And whereas it is expedient to provide more 
dnctioVof the effectually in certain cases for the payment of any draft or 
national debt drafts which may be drawn upon the said commissioners bu 

mav keen a 

balance in the ^he trustees of any Savings'* Bank in Ireland, in pursuance 

fndfot^^^' ^^ ^^^^ ^^^' ^^ ^^ enacted, that it shall and may be lawful 
drafts which for the said commissioners, if they shall so think fit, and 
may be drawn, ^^y ^^^ hereby authorised and empowered, to pay into the 
Bank of England from time to time any sum or sums of 
money to be placed to th^ credit in account with the 
governor and company of the Bank of Ireland, on account 
of ^* the fund for the Banks for Savings,^ under such regu- 
lations as shall or may be agreed upon from time to time 
between the said commissioners and the said governor and 
company of the Bank of Ireland ; and all sums of money so 
placed to the said commissioners^ credit, as aforesaid, shall be 
carried to the accoimt of the said commissioners by the 
cashiers of the said governor and company of the Bank of 
Ireland standing in the books of the said bank under the 
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title of ^^ the fund for the Banks for Savings,^ and shall be 
subject and shall be applied to the several purposes herein- 
htfore mentioned^ as if every such sum and sums of money 
had been originally paid into the Bank of Ireland to the said 
account, under the provisions of this Act 

LIX. That all receipts, orders, certificates, endorsements, Receipts, &c. 
accounts, returns, or instruments, or other matters or things forms directed 

whatsoever, which shall be required for carryine into execH- ?'' approved 
,.. 1111 1 ' li. 1 ^ °y commis- 

tion this Act, shall be made m such form and manner, and sionersforre- 

containing such particulars, and under such regulations as <J"ction of the 
shall from time to time be directed, or required, or approved 
of by the siud commissioners, or their officer or officers. 

LX. This section indemnifies the commissioners and the 
governor of the Banks of England and Ireland. 

LXI. That it shall be lawful for the commissioners to Commission- 
employ clerks, &c. «^ "derkT* 

LXII. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall ex- &c. 
tend to all Savings' Banks established, or hereafter to be Public Act 
established, in England and Ireland, and not elsewhere ; and 
be deemed a public Act, -and shall be judicially taken notice 
of as such by all judges, justices, and other persons whom- 
soever, without the same being specially shown or pleaded. 



RULES OF A SAVINGS' BANK. 



Object of the 
institution. 



Meetings. 



Trustees. 



* Rules and Regulations for the Management 
of the Lancaster Bank for Savings^ pursuant 
to the Statute 9th of Geo. IV. , cap. 92. 

The management and direction of the Bank shall be in 
the following gentlemen, viz. : — 

G. B., Esq. 
J* B., £sq. 
J. D., Esq. 

Mr. W. S. — Treasurer. 
Mr. R. B. — Secretary. 
Messrs. J. R. \ 

;y' b >Managers. 

&c. J 

This institution-)- was formed in the year 181^, and is de- 
signed to afford the labouring classes, servants, mechanics, 
charitable institutions, friendly societies, children, and others, 
a safe investment in Government securities, of any money 
they may wish to deposit at interest, allowing them at any 
time to withdraw their deposits, subject to the following 
regulations. 

I. There shall be four general meetings of the managers 
every year, namely, within twenty days after the termin- 
ation of the months of February, May, August, and Novem- 
ber respectively, at each of which times an abstract of the 
accounts shall be produced. The secretary shall also con- 



« See sec. 5, of the Act, p. 107. 



t Vide p. 103. 
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vene a special meeting whenever required by any three 
managers ; but no meeting of the managers shall be em- 
powered to transact buaness when the number present is less 
than five. 

II. The managers shall have the power at any general Power to ma- 
meeting to add to their own number ; to fill up all vacancies, to their nnra- 
whether arising ffbm death, resignaUon, or otherwise; to dis- ^* *°^ ^^' 
place or remove any manager, trustee, treasurer, or secre- 
tary; to alter, amend, or repeal any of the Rules; and to 

igoiake any new or additional rules and r^uladons. 

III. That no trustee or manager of this institution shall Responsibility 
be pensonally liable, except for his own acts and deeds, nor managers. 
for any thing done by him in virtue of his office, except in 

cases where he shall be guilty of wilful neglect or default*. 

IV. No treasurer, trustee, or manager of this institution, No tmstee or 
nor any other person who shall have any control in the ma- dUfriveany^ 
nagement, shall derive any benefit-f* from any deport made benefit, 
therein ; but the sole benefit of such deposit, and the produce 

thereof, except what may be reserved to defray the salaries, 
allowances, and necessary expenses, shall belong exclusively 
to the institution. 

V. Every treasurer, actuary, or cashier, and every officer Security from 
or other person who shall receive any salary or allowance ^ ^^"* 

for thar services from the funds of the bank, shall give good 
and sufficient security^, by bond, to the towurderk, or derk 
of the peace for the time being of the borough of Lancaster, 
to be approved of by two trustees and three managers, for 
the just and faithful execution of such office or trust The 
treasurer shall give a bond, with one sufficient surety in the sum 
of 5002. ; the book-keeper shall give the like security in the 
sum of 1002. ; and the assistant book-keeper in the sum of 502. 

* See sec. 9, p. 110. Without this clanse few persons woaki act; with 
it none need have any scruples on account of responsibility, as each person 
is answerable only for himself. 

t See the Act, sec. 6., p. 108. 

i See the Act, sec. 7, p. 106. See also sec. 10, p. Ill, as to com- 
pelling in a summary way the treasurer and trustees, &c., to account and 
deliver up effects when required. 
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Power to pro- VI. The managers shall have power to provide, by pur- 
pay salaries' cbase or otherwise, a suitable building as a bank, and to pay 
^^' such salaries, allowances, and necessary expenses, as shall 

from time to time appear to them to be reasonable and pro^ 
per for the management of this institution*. ' 

Committee VII. A committee-f* of two managers shall be appointed 

at each quarterly meeting, and shall attend every Saturday, 
from four to five oHock in the afternoon, to transact the 
business of the bank during the ensuing quarter. 
Interest. VIII. When the deposits amount to 15^. they shall bear 

interest at the rate of 32. 8s, 5d. per cent{ per annum, and 
every additional 15^. shall bear interest in like manner; but 
interest shall not be paid on any fractional port of 15^., nor 
on any sum for a shorter period than one month. No deposit 
of a less amount than 1^. shall be received. 

poTt^byinm!' ^^- ^^ individual^, either by trustees or in person, 

viduaU. shall be allowed to deposit more than 302. in any one year, 

ending on the twentieth day of November, nor more than 1602. 

in the whole; and when the principal and interest shall 

amount to 9002. no further interest shall be payable thereon. 

* See the Act, sec. 6, p. 108. The surplus profit lias in many instances 
been applied in the purchase, or erection, of Savings' Banks. See in the ac* 
count p. IG2, the surplus thus charged. 

t This is perhaps the best mode that can be devised as a security against 
fraud by the officers; The managers remain in the bank during all the time 
the depositors are bringing in their money, and when the Bank closes they 
see that the balance is ]|^aid over to the treasurer. 

X This is as large a rate of interest as the Act allows, see sec. S4, p. 121. 
See the Act p. 116, allowing interest to be payable to depositors yearly or 
half-yearly, llie interest of each depositor is always added to bis account at 
the year's end, according to Rule XXI., p. 140, whether the depositor 
attend at the Bank or not. 

The interest allowed by the commissioners is S/. 16«. O^d, per cent, per 
annum. As to the appropriation of the surplus, see sec. 22, p. 119, sec. 
23, p. 120. , 

§ See sec. 32, p. 123, which enacts that no anonymous payments shall 
be permitted, but that the name of the depositor, with his prolessaon, 
&c., is to be entered in the books, see Rule XVI., p. 146. As to anaonnt 
of deposits albwed by the Act, see sec. 35, p. 126, and sec« 37, p. 196«. De- 
positors may withdraw their deposits, and again sobscribe, according to 
sec. 38, p. 126, and Rule XXTII., p. 147. See note, p. 1 13. 
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X. The trustees, treasurers, or other officers, of any chari- . 
table or provident institution*', donation, or bequest, lor the institutions. 
maintenance, education, or benefit of the poor, may deposit 

to the amount of lOOZ. per annum, but not exceed the sum 
of 8002. in the whole, exclusive of interest. 

XI. Any Friendly Society •(• legally established, prior to 
the 28th of July, 18S8, may deposit to any amount ; but 

a Friendly Society formed and enrolled after the 28th of By Friendly 
July 1828 cannot invest more than 800/., principal and ^*^'«*'**- 
interest included; and no interest will be allowed to any 
Friendly Society formed and enrolled after the 28th of July 
1828, when the principal and interest deposited by such 
society shall amount to or continue at 300/. or upwards. 

XII. It b declared by the Act of Parliament^: that no Members of 
person who shall be a member of any Friendly Society or ciet^ieg or cUa- 
charitable institution shall, by reason of his becoming^ a de- ntable institu* 

i» • o. • <» Tfc I 1 1- 1 1 tions may de- 

positor of money m any Savmgs Bank, be liable to any pqsit. 

penalty, forfeiture, or disability, declared or expressed by 

the Rules of such society, and no depositor in this bank 

shall be liable to any penalty or forfeiture, on account of his 

b^ng interested in the funds of any Friendly or Charitable. 

Society, which may be deposited in any other Savings^ 

Bank. 

XIII. Persons acting as trustees^ may make deports on Deposits by 
behalf of others (whether such person or persons be depo* 
sitcNTS on their own account or not), in the joint names of the 
trustee or trustees, and of the person on whose account the 
depofflt is made, but subject to the conditions prescribed by. 
these Rules, as to persons making deposits on their own ac* 
count ; and the receipt of the trustee or trustees shall be a 
valid discharge for any money withdrawn from the bank, 
without the receipt of the person or persons on whose a&.. 
count such sum may have been deposited. 

* See Act, sec. 27, p. 121. 

t See the Friendly Society Act, sec. SO, p. 59 ; and the 3avi»gs' 
Bank Act, sec. 28, p. 122; sec. 29, p. 122. 
X Sec. 30, p. 122. 
§ See sec. 83, p. 124. See form of declaration, p. 154. 



Trustees. 



^ 
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lufantt. XIV. Any money depomted by or for the benefit of a 

person under the age of twenty-one years*, maiy be paid to 
siich person ; and his or her receipt for the saiQe shall be a 
sufficient discharge to the trustees or managers of this 
institution. 
Declaration XV. No person shall be allowed to make any Jirst depo- 

dcplMitor^* ''^ at of money in this bank, or to open any new account 
therein, udtil he or she (either personally, or, in case of 
infants under the age of seven years, by some person to be 
approved of by the committee of managers for the time be- 
ing) shall have signed a declaration*)* (made in such form 
as shall be directed by the commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt) stating that he or she is not directly or 
indirectly entitled to any deposit in, or benefit from, die 
funds of any other Savings^ Bank in Great Britain or Ire- 
land, nor to any money in the Lancaster Bank for Savings, 

* See the Act, sec. 25, p. 121. In some banks the following role is 
adopted : — 

■*^ Deposits not exceeding the annual amount hereinbefore mentioned 
^* will be received on behalf of infants, infirm, and absent persons, providing 
^^ that the person or persons so depositing for others shall make snch decla« 
'^ ration on behalf of such infants, infirm, or absent person, and subject to 
^* the like conditions as are required in the case of persons making deposits 
'' on their own account AH snch deposits to be entered in the name of the 
^' person actually making the deposit, together with his profession, business, 
** occupation, calling, and residence, stating it to be on behalf of the per- 
** son for whom such deposit is intended to be made, whose name, profes- 
<< sion, business, occupation, calling, and residence, shall also be entered 
<< on the books of the institution ; or if a minor, his age and the description 
'< of his parents. The money so deposited shall become absolutely vested 
** in the person for whose benefit it is deposited ; and shall not be with- 
*f drawn until such person, if a minor, shall be of sufficient age (in the 
<< judgment of the trustees and managers) to consent thereto. No deposit 
<* made under this regulation shall be repaid but on receipt or authority of 
<< the owner, signed and witnessed as hereinafter provided." 

There is another mode more simple than this, practised by some banks. 
When a person (not as a trustee) brings money to the bank on behalf of 
another, such person is furnished with a declaration to which he procures 
the signature of the real depositor, and returris it so signed to the bask. 
The money is entered as usual. 

As to married women, see the Act, sec. 26, p. 121. 

t See sec. 84, p. 124. Sec forms of declaration, p. 154. 
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.standing in the name 'of any oth^r perton. Similar declara- 
t)c»)s for themselves aiid their principals shall also be r^ 
-qc^red previous to first deposits being made by trustees 
dieting on behalf X>f infants or other persons. Declarations 
to the same effect shall likewise be made by any of the depo- 
ffltors, or of their trustees, whenever required by the trustees 
<n:' managers of this bank: These declarations shall be regu- 
Jarly filed* and preserved ; and if any such declaration be 
false, the person by whom, or on whose account it was 
mAde, shall forfeit all right and title to any deposit in or tQ 
^my funds of this or any other Savings^ Bank. 

Xyi« The deposits shall be entered in the books of the Name and 
bank at the time they are made ; and the name, residence, je'^Jg^oMo*^ 
trade, profession, or occupation of the person making the be entered, 
deposit-)* shall also be entered in the booksj; ; and the depo- 
sitor will receive a check-paper, containing a copy of the ac- 
count of such depositor, which paper must be produced 
when any sum is deposited or withdrawn, by or on behalf 
of such depositor. 

.. XVII. Any depositor giving notice§ to the committee at Re-payment 
one of its weekly meetings, shall be entitled to receive the o^*^«P<>"**- 
whole or any part of his deposit, together with the interest 
due at the next weekly meeting, provided the amount does 
not exceed 60fc, but if not then called for a new notice will 
be required, and interest on the sum so requested to be paid 
shall cease from the expiration of the notice to the first day 
of the following month. A fortnight''s notice must be given 
for any sum exceeding 50Z. Should the depositor be unable 
to attend personally he will be required to sign a check or 
otder for any sum which he may wish to receive from the 
bank. 

* See the Act, sec. 34, p. 124. • t See sec. 32, p. 123. 

tSee the forms, infra^ p. 155, &c. 

§ Though notice is required, yet, to prevent inconvenience, if a depo- 
sitor call .for his nioqey unexpectedly, and the^ managers have so much by 
them, tiiey pay it without notice. It is generally the case, that more mo- 
ney is received than paid. 

L 
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SAVINGS^ BANKS. 



Deposits may 
be withdrawn 
to l>e placed 
in another 
Sayings' Bank. 



Treasurer to 
receive the 
balance. 



Power to re- 
fuse deposit- 



ors* 



Interest 



XVIII. The whde of the funds* belonging to the depo- 
sitor may be withdrawn at any one time (but not in parts or 
shares), for the purpose of being invested in any other 
Savings^ Bank, and a certificate will be granted by the 
managers of this Bank, as directed by the Act of Parlia- 
ment. 

XIX. The balance in the hands of the cmnmittee, after 
each weekly meeting, shall be immediately paid to the trea- 
surer, with whom it may remain until it amounts te the sum 
of SOO/.'f', when the whole, or such part as the colnmittee 
may direct, shall be paid into the Bank of England, to be 
invested in government securities, in the manner required by 
the Act of Parliament relating to Banks for Savings ; and 
the trustees shall not invest the same upon any other security 
whatever. 

XX. The committee shall have a discretionary power to 
pay off any depositor the amount of his just daims upon 
the Bank, and to refuse to open an account with any indi- 
vidual or society whatever^. 

XXI. The account of each d^xwitor shall be balimced to 



* See the Act, sec. 39, p. 127. 

t See the Act, sec. 16, p. 115, requiring all sums to be invested, ** ex- 
" cept such sums as shall from time to time necessarily remain in the hands 
** of the treasurer to answer exigencies.*' The trustees and managers ought 
always to be particular in investing all above the 290/., otherwise, if a tras- 
tee or banker, in whose hands the money is, should be a defaulter, they 
(the trustees and managers) would be personally responsible. The trostees 
of each bank appoint certain persons in London as their agents, through 
whom all monies are paid to or drawn from the commissioners, aad the com- 
missioners can alone acknowledge.such agents. See the Act, p. lli« See 
also sec. 18, 19, and 20, p. 117, et seq. See infra, p. 161, etteq. 

t As Savings' Banks are limited to a certain class of persons, this power 
is necessary. All institutions are more or less liable to abuse ; and no doubt 
in these banks there must be some persons depositors not contemplated by 
the legislature. But generally a propriety of feeling will prevent indivi- 
duals receiving benefits which were never intended them. It is difficult, and 
sometimes invidious, to draw the line of distinction ; it is better to err on 
the side of admissions rather than to be too strict in rejecting, and thus pre- 
venting many modest and deserving persons from becoming depositors. 
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the twentieth day of November in every year*, and the 10- 
tere9t then due added to the principal. 

XXII. A gaaeral statementf of the accounts of the Bank^ General itattf- 
made up to the twentieth day of November in each year, "^^ ' 
in the manner directed by the Act of Parliament relating tp 
Banks for Savings, shall be sent to the commissioners foe 
the reduction of the national debt, within six weeks of that 
period ; and a duplicate thereof, properly attested and coun-, 
tersigned, shall be affixed in a conspicuous place in the said 
Sjavings* Bank, and shall from time to time remain, until 
the ensuing annual statement be in like m^ner e^ibibited i 
and evm'y depositor shall be entitled to a i]Mrinted copy thereof 
on payment of ld,X 

XXIIL A depositor who shall withdraw m<xiey from thi^ Money witd* 
Bank, may re-depo^t| at any time within any om year re^dwiiSd!* 
ending on the twentieth day of November, any sum or sums 
of money, provided that the whole of the deposits within the 
year, ending as aforesmd, shall not exceed the sum of 302. 
additional principal money. 

XXIV. In case of the death || of any person the amount Death of de- 
of whose deposits in this Bank, inclu^ve of interest due ^^^^^* 
thereon, shall not exceed SO/.^, the trustees or managers 
may pay or divide the same, free of legaqy duty, at any time 
after the death of the depositor, to or among the persons 
claiming to be entitled thereto, according to the a^talute of 
distributions ; provided they are satisfied that no wiU waci left, 

* See note, p. 142. See the Act, sec. 49, p. ISS^ reqairmg Savings' 
Banks to compute their interest to 20th November yearly, or to 20tt< 
If sy and 2Sth November hatf-yeariyr 

t 3ee Ibis stulement, p. 162 ; and see sec. 46, of the Aet, p. 190, re* 
qninng same; where 9ee the penalties for neglecting to send the state- 
ment within the time allowed. 

i See the Act, sec. 47, p. IIS. 

§ See sec. S8, p. 126* See also note, p. 142. 

H See the provisicMQS of the Act op the death of a depositor, see. 40|- 
p. 128; sec. 41, p.l29 ; see. 42, p. 129 i and sec. 43> p. 129» 

IT The «arjt>«ntfe of probates and administrations is so very heavy, it would 
)>e very well if the Act allowed this Rule to be excluded to the whole 
amoHBt whiok tiie Rules of Savings' Banks allow to be deposited by each 
individoal. 
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and that no letters of administration will be taken out : but 
if the amount of the deposits of the deceased person, inclu- 
sive of interest due thereon, exceed 50Z., the same shall not 
be paid to any person or persons, representative or repre- 
sentatives of such deceased depositor, unless the probate of his 
or her will, or letters of administration of his or her estate 
or effects, be first produced : and in order to exempt the 
representatives of deceased depositors from the payment of 
stamp duty on probates or letters of administration, or on 
any bond, affidavit, or other document connected with such 
letters of administration, in the manner directed by the Act 
of Parliament, in cases where the whole estate or eflfects of 
the deceased do not exceed 50/., a certificate in the following 
form will be granted, when required, to the representative or 
representatives of such deceased depositor. 

" I do hereby certify, that lately 

** deceased, had, at the time of death, the sum of £, 

in the Lancaster Bank for Savings. 

Witness my hand this day of 

Secretary.*^ 
And if any sum of money in the bank, standing in the name 
of any person deceased, be not claimed before the expiration 
of fourteen years, to be computed from the death of such 
depositor, it shall be absolutely vested in the managers, and 
applied by them in the manner provided in the case of a 
surplus, pursuant to 9th of Geo. IV., cap. 9^, sec. 23. 
Disputes how XXV. If any dispute* arise between this institution or 
settled. jjjjy person acting on its behalf and any depositor, or any 

executor, administrator, next of kin, or creditor of any 
deceased depositor, the matter in dispute shall be' referred 
to two indifferent persons as arbitrators, and if tJiey cannot 
agree, to a barrister at law, to be appointed by the said com- 
missioners; and the award of such arbitrators or barrister 
shall be binding on all parties without appeal. 

XXVI. That receivers-f- of deposits will from time to 

• See sec. 45, p. 130. ■■ " . 

t See the Act, sec. 13, p. 114* ; These receivers are in the nature of 
branch banks. The managers are appointed managers of the central ban|Ei 
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time be appointed for any distant towns, parishes, or districts, Receivers of 
where persons of respectability and influence shall be willing ^^^^^ ^^^ 
to undertake the same as managers ; and persons so ap- 
pointed will receive deposits, and transmit the same to the 
institution at the depositor's risk, subject to the rules and 
regulations herein specified, and with the same advantages. 
But as those receiverships are established for the sole benefit 
and convenience of persons living at a distance, or unable to 
attend at Lancaster, the receiver will only engage to convey 
the money he receives, or remit the same by his usual mode 
of conveyance, and the institution will in no degree be 
answerable for any sum so deposited till the amount has 
been paid over to the actuary, who will give receipts for, and ' 
make regular entries of the same in the books of the insti- 
tution. Any person' may, notwithstanding the appointment 
of receivers, transmit his deposits to the Bank at Lancaster. 
The receiver of deposits shall, on any person making a 
Jirst deposit, enter the money received, with the name of 
the depositor and the date, into a cash-book furnished by 
the institution for that purpose, and then fill up one of the 
declarations provided for the purpose, with the name, resi- 
dence, and other description of the depositor ; and if the 
money be deposited by one person on behalf of another, then 
the name, residence, and description of such other person 
must be also added. The smd declaration must be signed 
by the depositor, and be witnessed as therein directed, and 
be left with the receiver, to be forwarded to the bank at 
Lancaster, with the money; and the receiver shall give a 
receipt for the money he receives, and shall engage to for- 
ward the same in his usual mode at the depositor's risk, and 
to procure the check-book from the bank at Lancaster. On 

they employ Uieir clerk or receiver, and attend in the country^ near their 
own places of residence, to receive the money precisely as the business 
is conducted at the central bank. By opening each depositor's account at 
the central bank, and receiving a check-book tbence, as prescribed by the 
Rule, there is no necessity for the managers of the branches to sign the 
declaration required by sec. 13. As to the management of branch banks 
see p. 160.J 
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the cMiTery of sudi cfacvkJkiok to the defMUr, the fMHpt 
must be given up to the receiver for the pur|x)0e of its beii^ 
canccfled or destroyed. Further depatks Aal\ bft tecttved 
Add entered by the reoeirer m Ms caskJnokj in the niutie of 
ihe depontf^, with the date when ttich depoiAt is made, the 
number at the depositor's book, and the sum $ and thb re- 
ceiver shall also enter the amount of money recetved or paid 
cfi At depositor's bocJcj widi the date vi each depofflt or pay- 
ment, which money he will also transmit to the bank in his 
uiBual course at the depomtor'*s risk, and also at the same 
lime send a transcript of his ca^4xx>k to be entered by the 
actuary, and agned. Any depositor of any bratich bank re- 
quiring payment of the whole or any part of his deposit, 
must give notice in writing (in a fimn to be prepared) to the 
receiver, who must delivi^ the same to the actuary, and the 
actuary shall pay the unount required by the said notices to 
the receiver on the Saturday followii^, taking his rec^pt for 
Uie same ; and, with regard to interest, such depositor shall 
be subject to the r^uktions contained in Rule XVII. of this 
inMilutioHb The receiver to pay the aetounts to 4he depo- 
dtors, and take th^r recdpt for the same, and to mark the 
number of the check-book on such rectipt, which receipt 
must be delivered to the actuary, and by him filed^ The 
transmisnoh of the money from the bank at Lancaster to re- 
ceivers to be at the depositor's risk. Eacih receiver shall be 
furnished with printed papers for distribution in hi^ neighs 
bourhood, and shall also be supplied with a caalvbook for 
entries of all monies received by him and paid over to the 
institution, and also paid by him to the depositor^i which 
book is required to be sent to the bank at Lancaster yearly, 
to be compared with the books gI the institution, and if cor^ 
rect the same shall be signed by the actuary. The receiver 
shall give the depositor a check-paper, in a printed form, 
to be prepared, signed with his initials, stating the amount 
to the depositor'^s credit in his check-book, which check- 
paper shall be a valid voucher to him. Where the check-book 
is returned by the receiver to the depositor the check-paper 
must be returned. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS. 151 

No allowance can in any case be made of any expenses 
bat for the distribution of band-bills, carriage of parcels^ 
and postage of letters, unless especially sanctioned by the 
trustees and managers. And every person employed as 
receiver, clerk, or other officer, shall enter into a bond for 
the faithfid discharge of his office in the manner prescribed 
by the Act of Parliament, and in such penal sum as the 
managers shall require. 

XXVII. An audit board*, consisting of not less than three Audit Board, 
managers, shall be appointed at the annual August quar- 
terly meeting. They shall see that the books of the institu- 

tioH^^e properly and regularly k^pt, and the accounts fairly 
i&tated; and shall make their report to the general annual 
meeting. 

XXVIII. In case any depositor in this institution shall 
become insane, or otherwise incapacitated to act, whether 
from ilhiess or other cause, and if the same shall be proved 
to the satisfaction of the managers at one of their monthly 
meetings, by the certificate c^ a medical attendant in cases of 
insanity, or by the ceftifie&te of a medical attendant, or 
otherwise, in cases of illness or other bodily infirmity ; and if 
ihk manageils shall be satisfied of the necessity of the case, 
they shall authoriae the treasurer or actuary of this institu- 
tion to pay ^ch weekly sum for the care, maintenance, and 
iliedical attendance of such depositor as they shall think fair 
and reasonable ; and they may also authorise the treasurer 
or actuary to make such other payments on account of such 
depositor as the urgency of the case may require ; all which 
weekly or other payments shall be made out of the monies 
standing in the name of, or belonging to such depositor, on 
the receipt of the parties to whom such payments shall be 
made. 

XXIX. These rules and regulations, and all future rules 
and regulations, shall be entered in a book, to be kept by 



* It is very desirable always to appoint such a board. If the examination 
of the accounts be left to the managers generally, no one in particular will 
take upon himself to go through the books. 
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the secretary, which shall be open at all seasonable times for 
the inspection of depositors, and a transcript thereof shall be 
made on parchment, and deposited with the clerk of the 
peace of the borough of Lancaster, to be filed by him with 
the rolls of the session of the peace*. 

(Signed) B. S. | ^^^^^^^ 

G.B. J 
R. B., Secretary. 

I hereby certify, that the above rules are in conformity 
to law, and with the provisions of the Act 9th of Geo. IV., 
c. 9^, intituled ^^ An Act to consolidate and amend the laws 
" relating to Savings'* Banks.^ 

(Signed) JOHN TIDD PRATT, 

The Barrister at Law, appointed by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, for the purposes of the said 
Act, 4, Elm Court, Temple, 1830. 

At the Quarter Session of the Peace held in the 
Town Hall within and for the Town of Lancaster, 
m the County Palatine of Lancaster, the day 

of , in the year of the reign of 

His Majesty King George the Fourth. Allowed. 

J. H., 

Clerk of the Peace for the Town of Lancaster. 

* Vide pp. 105, 106. 
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On the copy of the rules sent to the national debt office, 
the following certificate is made : — 

We, two of the trustees (or managers) of the Lancaster 
Bank for Savings, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
rules have been allowed, and confirmed as required by law. 

'' Dated this day of 1830. 

" A. B. 
« C. D." 






MODE OF MANAGING 

THE 

SAVINGS' BANK AT LANCASTER. 



When a depositor makes his^r^^ deposit, he is required 
to sign the following declaration* in pursuance of Rule XV. 

" In pursuance of an Act of Parliament (9th of Geo. IV., 
*^ cap. 92, sec. 84) I, James Stewart, of Lancaster, inn- 
** keeper, do hereby declare to the trustees and managers of 
** the Savings' Bank established at Lancaster, that I am 
** desirous, on my own behalf, to become a depositor in the 
^^ said Savings' Bank ; and I do further declare, that I am 
** not, directly nor indirectly, entitled to any deposit in, or 
** benefit from, the funds of any other Savings' Bank in 
^^ England or Ireland, nor to any sum or sums standing in 
*^ the name or names of any other person or persons in the 
" books of the said Savings Bank above mentioned"|-. 

" Witness my hand this day of 

" JAMES STEWART. 

" Signed by the said James Stewaet, 
" in the presence of J. Johnson, Actuary.'^ 



The Declaration to he signed hy the Trustee of 

a Depositor. 

In pursuance of an Act of Parliament (9th of Geo. IV., 
cap. 92, sec. 34) I, , of , 






• See the Act, sec. 34, p. 124. 

t If the party belong to a Friendly Society, the following words are to 
be added :^ 

<< Save and except such benefit as I may be entitled to from being a 
** member of a Friendly Society legally established/' 

If the party be a trustee or depositor,— 

'< Save and except such sum and sums as may be standing in my name as 
** Trustee, jointly with the name or names and on behalf of any other 
" "depositor or depositors." 
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^* do hereby declare to the trustees and mani^ers of the 
<' Savings^ Bank established at Lancaster, that I am de- 
*^ nrous of becoming a depositor in the said Savings Bank, 
*^ ai$ the trustee of , of — — ■ ' ■ ■ ■ , 

^* atid I do further declare, on behalf of myself, and also on 
" behalf of the said ", that we are not, either 

" jointly or severally, directly or indirectly, entitled to any 
'^ deposit in, or bendit from, the funds of any other Savings^ 
'^ Bcmk in England or Ireland, nor to any sum or sums 
^^ standing in the name or names of any other person or 
^^ persons, in the books of the said Savings^ Bank above 
" mentioned^. 

" Witness my hand, this day of 



" Signed by the said 

" in the presence of me 



" Note. — The signature of the depositor is to be attested 
" by one of the trustees or managers^ or by one of the \ 
" officers of the Savings' Bank wherein such deposit is \ 
^^ proposed to be made ; but in case of the non-appearance 
^^ of the depodtor, then such signature is to be attested by a 
" householder, who is to state his place of abode and trade, 
" profession, or calling, after the signature of his name.^ 



After signing this declaration (which is numbered and 
filed-f), the money is entered in the Check-Book, which is 
delivered to the depositor. 
The following is the form : — 
On the fi^st page is printed, 

^^ Lancaster Bank for Savings, open every Saturday 

" afternoon, from to o'clock. 

" No money to be received or paid, unless this book be 
** produced. 

* See note in preceding page. t See the Act, »et« 84, p. If4. 
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* A check will be required for payment <^ money, 
" whenever a depo^tor is unable to attend personally 
" at the Bank*. 
' The check must be in the following form, signed by 
" the depositor, and must state the sum in words at 
" length. 

18 

" The managers of the I^ancaster Savings' Bank will 
" please to pay to ■ or bearer, 



■ pounds, - 



- shillings, and ■ 



Printed checks may be had at the Bankf. 



Then follow Rules VIII. and IX.; and in check-books 
for receivers in distant places. Rule XXVI. 



To these are attached several blank pages ruled, and the 
entnes are made as follows : — 



JAMES STEWABT, Imketper, LaneatltT. 



1829. 
Oct. 21. 


nfteen Pounds 


15 





d. 




A.B. 


Nov. 20. 


iDterest 




. 


11 




Dec. 19. 


Paid Twelve Pouudi - . . . 


IS 
12 






11 




CD. 




' 










* It U DOW an invariable rale at tbe Baak at Laacailer, to take a cbeck, 
whether the depoiitor attends persoDBll; or nol. It ii loan filled up and 
rigned, and it ig a voucher for the Bank. 

I By (he Act, aec. 44, p. 139, powers of attorney, dnfti, orders, &c., 
relating to the fund* of Saviogi' Banks, are eseuipt from itamp duty. 
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The No. 1, after the name, refers to the page of the ledger. 

The " A. B.*" and " C. D.*" are the initials of the mana- 
gers, committee for the quarter, or thf actuary. 

Unless a depositor calls for the whole of his money in the in- 
termediate time, the interest is never calculated during the 
year, until the twentieth of November. After that day, a 
yearns interest is added to all the accounts in the ledger, and 
whenever a check-book is presented, money is not entered 
therein, either as received or paid, until the interest has been 
first added. And when a depositor's account is p£ud off 
his check-book is delivered to him, and he is requested to 
keep it and present it again, if he should in future make 
any deposit. 

The Cash-Book is kept in the following form : — 



/ 
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160 sayings' banks. 

The figures 3 and 6 in the preceding page refer to the 
declaration signed by the depositors on the declaration file. 
It will be found convenient to divide the ledger, so as to allow 
of the different letters of the alphabet coming together. 



Management of a Branch Bank. 

In the management of a branch bank, which for distinc- 
tion we will call those managed by receivers, according to 
Rule XXVI., a cash-book is all that is required. 

On 2i first deposit let the depositor sign the declaration, and 
then give him the receipt for the money. Enter the cash in 
cash-book, of which make a transcript, and bring it along with 
the money to the central bank, and in return obtain a check- 
book for each depositor, which check-book deliver to the 
depositor, taking care to obtain from him the receipt. 

In further deposits enter the money in the check^book, 
and then into the cash-book, in which be careful always to 
insert the page of the ledger from the check-book in the 
column left for that purpose. Whenever a depositor wishes 
to withdraw all his money, or whenever the check-book is 
brought to the receiver after the yearns end (the 20th of 
November), the receiver must take the check-book to the 
bank, to have the interest added. 

The advantage of a transcript is to avoid the carriage of 
the cash-book ; but at the yearns end it must be taken to the 
bank to be compared with the books, and if correct to be 
signed by the actuary. 






MANAGEMENT. IGl 

On a Copy of the Rules being transmitted^ the 
following Circular* is sent hy the Commissioners 
for the reduction of the National Deht^ to the 
Trustees of each Savings* Sank. 

" National Debt Office. 
" Gentlemen, 

" The Act of 9th Geo. IV., cap. 92, having directed 
the Rules of several Savings^ Banl^s to be submitted to a 
barrister at law, to be appointed by the commissioners for 
^^ the reduction of the national debt, in order to ascertain 
" whether the same are in conformity to the provisions 
" of the said Act, I have to acquaint you, that the com- 
" missioners have appointed John Tidd Pratt, Esq., No. 4, 
" Ekn-court, Temple, London, for that purpose-f*. 

" All communications with the said barrister are to be 
^^ made direct to him^ addressed as above. 

After the Rules shall have been certified by the barris- 
ter, a transcript of the same, together with his certificate, 
must be deposited with the clerk of the peace to be laid 
before the justices at the general or quarter-sessions; and 
upon the Rules being confirmed, a copy thereof (tran- 
scribed on parchment) is to be transmitted to this office 
under the Jiands of two trustees or managersX^ who are 
^^ to state in such certificate that the Rules have been 
^* confirmed, as required by law. 

** I enclose the forms^ which the commissioners have 
" directed to be used for the purposes of the said Act. 

" I am, &c., 

" S. HIGHAM, Secretary:' 

" Note. — It is particularly requested that the copy in- 
" tended for this office be transcribed on parchment, cut 
" to the size of this paper.'*' 

* Referred to at p. 39, and other partM of the Work. 
t See p. 106. 
t Vide, xupra, p. 162. 

^ These forms are transmitted to each Society, when the Rules are sent 
to the National Deht Office. 
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164 savings' bank. 

ThefoUowing advertisement was issued by the Bank 

at Lancaster. 

The Lancaster Bank for Savings was established princi- 
paUy to receive the savings of servants, mechanics, &c., and 
children. It is open every Saturday afternoon, at 
between the hours of four and five oVlock ; when any one 
may examine the Rules of the institution, a copy of which 
is left there for that purpose. 

The money received is immediately placed in govern- 
ment securities, so that no doubt can be entertained of its 
safety. 

The smallest sum which the bank receives is one shilling ; 
and when the deposits amount to 15^., a halfpenny per 
month is allowed for interest. 

Those who have money in the bank may take it out 
whenever they wish, by application at the time and place 
above mentioned. 

From small beginnings, with continual attention to laying 
by any sum that could be spared, a considerable amount 
might be accumulated in a few years, which would furnish 
the means of putting forward in business an industrious and 
careful person; or in case, of sickness prove an invaluable 
treasure, and prevent the galling necessity of applying to the 
parish for relief. The following tables will show the advan- 
tages which may be derived from this institution. 

In One Year. In Seven Years. 



9. M* •«.. 9, U, 

10a week, with interest allowed by > „ -, 
this bank will amount to . . { 



£. 


«. d. 





1 1 





1 6 





2 





2 6 


•0 


5 





7 6 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

10 ditto 



£, 8, 


rf. 




£. 8, 


d. 


2 12 


8 




20 8 


S 


S 10 


1 




30 13 


1 


5 5 


6 




40 18 


2 


6 12 







51 3 


10 


13 14 


2 




102 9 


8 


10 16 


4 




153 15 


6 


26 8 


6 




205 1 


2 



* It will bt perceived that la, a week, with the interest, would in seven 
years amount to rather more than the Rules of the bank allow to be depo- 
sited ; in fact, no one can make a further deposit, after his account amounts 
to 150/., but it may go on at interest till it reaches to 200/. 
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£. X. d. 



£. t, d. 



15 pat into this bank, without any additiona Ideposit, i o 18 8 
will amoant at the end of 7 years to ) 



1 11 





ditto 


2 10 





ditto 


5 





ditto 


10 





ditto 


15 





ditto 


*ao 





ditto 


30 





ditto 



a %u • • • 

ditto 


... . 1 18 9 


ditto 


3 2 11 


ditto 


6 6 1 


ditto 


12 12 6 


ditto 


18 19 


ditto 


25 5 5 


ditto 


37 18 7 



* The highest sum the bank allows to be deposited in one year. 
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APPENDIX. 



(Referred to at p. 20.) 

RULES OF THE PAROCHIAL 

LENDING LIBRARY. 



Under the superintendence of- • 



f I 



1 . The Library to be open for issuing and receiving of books 
every Saturday, from two till four o'clock in the afternoon ; and 
an account kept of each book delivered and received by the 
librarian* 

2. Every book to be numbered, and marked with the time 
allowed for reading. 

3. Every member to pay 9,d. on entering, and to continue to 
pay 1 d. per month ; and not to be entitled to any books until the 
monthly penny is paid. 

4. Every member shall forfeit \d, for keeping a book longer 
than the time allowed. 

5.< Every member who lends a book to a person who is not a 
member, shall forfeit %d. for each ofFence. 

6. Every member who damages or tears a book shall pay for 
it accordingly. 

7. Every member who loses a book shall pay for it at his own 
expense. 

8. Subscriptions to be paid on the first Saturday in every 
month. The money, together with that, received for forfeits, to 
be applied in purchasing new l)ooks, v^ich shall be bought by 
the superintendent twice a-year. * - * 

» * • . * 

— — Librarian, 
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RULES FOR A DISPENSARY*. 



1. Every subscriber to this Institution, of half-a-guinea or 
upwards, shall be entitled to recommend patients ; l)ut no recom- 
mendation shall entitle the patient to relief for more than 
twelve months. That the following recommendation be printed 
for the use of the subscribers. 



18 



is recommended a» a proper object for the 

Dispensary. 

To the Physician^ Surgeon, or Apothecary, 1 
at the Dispensary. J 

2. A general meeting of th^ subscribers shall be held on ^he 
first Tuesday in January every year, at which meeting a com- 
mittee shall be elected. 

S, The committee shall consist of the physicians, surgeons, 
treasurer, and eight subscribers, four of whom shall be elected 
every year to serve two years, and one of the old members 
shall be the president. 

^. The committee shall meet at the Dispensary on the first 
Tuesday in the months of April, July, October, and January, at 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

5. The committee are empowered to make such regulations as 
they may think conducive to the benefit of the Dispensary. 

6. The committee to have the power of electing the physician, 
surgeons, and apothecary, of dismissing the apothecary in case 
of misconduct, of fixing his salary, and of allowing or with- 
holding an additional gratuity. 

7. The president is empowered to summon an extraordinary 
ipeeting of the committee when necessary : h'e shall observe that 
minutes of the proceedings of the general quarterly or occasional 
meetings be regularly and accurately made : in case of an equal 

* The services of tbe physicians and surgeons are gratoitous, and there 
have always been found gentlemen ready to come forward. The number 
of each is limited (by an order of the committee) to three. 
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division of the committee on any question he shall have the 
casting vote. > ^ 

8. The physician and surgeons are empowered to order wine 
for patients in urgent cases. 

9. The apothecary shall attend at the Dispensary from ten to / 
twelve o'clock in the morning, and from two to four in the after- 

noon every day, except Sunday, when he shall attend one hour 

before the church bell rings, both morning and afternoon. , 

1 0. He shall give the president three months* notice previous 
to his resignation. 

1 1 . He shall give notice to the members of the committee of 
their appointment on the day of the general meeting, and shall 
send a notice to each the day before every meeting. 

12. He shall not practice midwifery though objects should f 
be recommended by subscribers ; nor shall he, on any account 

or pretence whatsoever, follow any private practice. 

13. He shall regularly visit at their dwellings those poor 
persons who have been properly recommended, and cannot 
attend at the dispensary. 

14. He shall not furnish patients with such medicines as they 
wish to take of their own accord, or by the advice of any other 
person than a medical oflicer of the Dispensary. 

15. He shall make an inventory of the drugs, instruments, 
apparatus, &c., belonging to the Dispensary, when he assumes 
his office, and shall account for the same when, he retires. 

16. He shall on no occasion lend any instruments, apparatus, 
or drugs to any person without a written order froqi a physician 
or surgeon to the Institution. 

1 7. He shall not order any wine for patients, but apply to a 
physician or surgeon for an order, if necessary. 

1 8. He shall prepare all such compound medicine as can be 
prepared with the apparatus belonging to the Dispensary. 

1 9. Such poor persons as are not able to purchase medicines, 
or ^ pay for a medical attendant in case of sickness or accident, 
and are desirous of having the benefit of this cBarity, must pro- 
cure a recommendation by a subscriber, and attend at the Dis- 
pensary at the proper Hours : if not able to come personally, 
they will be attended at their place of abode by the physician, 
surgeon, or apothecary, as the case may require. 

20. Poor apprentices and servants are deemed proper objects 
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of this Institution, but they shall not be visited at the houses of 
their masters or mistresses, unless such masters or mistresses 
should themselves be proper objects. 

21. The name of every patient properly recommended shall be 
inserted in the book of some physician or surgeon attached to the 
Dispensary ; and every physician's and surgeon'*s book shall be 
furnished with a sufficient index, in which the patient's name 
shall be inserted, with a reference to the page where the case is 
detailed. 

22. Each patient shall be furnished with a card, specifying 
the page of the book containing his or her case, and the date of 
the physician's or surgeon's attendance. Every patient shall be 
required to attend at the next visit of the physician or surgeon, 
and afterwards as frequently as shall seem necessary. 

2S, A book shall be kept at the Dispensary, in which shall 
be entered the name and number (from the commencement of 
each year) of every patient, his or her age, place of abode, the 
name of the physician or surgeon under whose care he or she is 
placed, a reference to the page of the physician's or surgeon's 
book, and a space shall be lefl for the name and the result 
of the case. 



This Institution is supported by Annual Subscriptions and 
Donations. There are about 160 Subscribers. 
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